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The last -j6uitoey'to(lfir{»ke» by M. Bonvalpt, who was on this 
occasion accompanied by : Prince Henry of Orleans, thpeM|st son 
of the. One' de Chartres, has, perhaps, excited even greater interest 
than the preceding, one, when, together with two other Frenchmen, 
h*> accomplished fclce difficult if not unprecedented feat of reaching* 
India -by scaling, those tablelands of the Pamir — the V roof of the 
world,” hs that mountain masses often called— concerning which 

t ee is so much talk just now. M. Bonvalot entitled that lx?©!:,. 

ux Indes par terre,* 5 or, to* pre it the Englishv^t||; 
which 1 adopted as an equivalent, "Through the Heart of'^ai’*' 
It was a laborious and even dangerous journey, ' bringi^ht^ 
those qualities of enrage," /self wonmmnd, tenacity, knowlicdgflt' 
of human character,- and good-humour, which go to make Up 

A 1 “.A, ’ 

the successful traveller and wploreit It is to the possession 
of all these qualities that he undoubtedly owes the renowns: 
which he has achieved as a traveller, and I do not think it 
will be possible for fnyonc to read the following pages wittyhit 
Nfjng impressed with the fact that M- Bonvalot^— who was 
evidently well seconded by his two companions, Prince Henry 
iipd the Belgian missionary Father Dedekenr^m apt only a man 
of dauntless pluck, but a keeulobservur pf men. If he has not 
that Undue and ^plf- depreciating , modesty w|pch is but pride 
in auother form, he does not in any way boast of his exploits ; 
but one has only to read his dispassionate an$’altt>ost hare reebrd 
the temperature and the privations of ’©d&toUthk speufc' v n 
the highlands of Thibet to realise whsff" the Jsliilling cold and 
he wiring miseries of that terrible winter must have been. ; ^ 
Yet all this is related, ;J in as matter-oMact tone as if thg; 
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sribing a journey to Cairo; or some other i 
in touch with civilisation. . Starting" from ' 
it^'0'Sibenft, and coining out at the- other encl of A 
Ph^csjjai^'of the new Pwtoch colony oTTonquin, hi. Bonv? 
and his companions not only traversed th&t portion of THi 
which ^several English travellers,, .such as Dalgleish and Ca- 
; and the great Russian Prjevails|ry y ltad explore^ but go 
• beyond the limits which their predecessors had reached, tbf 
thfrir way over the tablelands and came out on the other s 


this journey being one which no European had ©yer accomplish 
tfie Only persons who had trodden tile same paths being 
Thibetans ©to their way to and froafetthe holy city of Eha 
Although they endluntered many obstacles, and must at ti; 
t have been in considerable peril, they met with no active hosti 
worth the name, so that the narrative of their journey is m 
sensational one. 


In translating the book into English, I have endettvoure< 
^remain as far as possible true to the original meaning ; pul 
“the work is a very large one, 1 havt taken it upon pjyselTifeo o 
certain passages — chiefly of dialogue, ' especially, iMvthe/^hap 
relating to countries where other travellers had he^a before. ' 

' list oi the collections which the explorers brought baCkwith tl 
has also been omitted in this edition, these collections having I 
exhibited in the Paris Nat, oral- History M useutfi* and uot be 
destined for England. Pains have been tak^ii % reduce 
uniformity many' place-names Which in tljb- original are gi ve) 
a variety of form#, but in not a few instances the text furnis 
no data for determining whether the names arw those, 
or of the same places, and in such cases ther# wa! no option 
to, follow the original. I may add that the figures relating to 
temperature have been altered to the Pa ! i renheit scale thWmgh 

■ C:\il, TtrimN. 
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, ' ■, v ; :; AMOKa tub uia!.s, t 

! U«!^ ibv .Joamoy «ii^c»tJ»d*-liJXFhw*ui---At M^eotv Tlutmtclt th * : 

^^“Arnvfcr' iit Ujark^i^— Orftatiiam^ tin- ftoavan - -At Kul<j^ -^Fatiwr " 

■' . V-.thftIfltui^v«-ti.i A,. :■«.!- Iho Tio-rj Shim— In the Tron» o* Hi- Khgbisaiul J&amiirU 
,^(4t3tn<j60 Justiv*. IT. Ifivci KunevH -M*. - T>cj.» sip.y the. 1 tend —Visit to it Grant ;. 

' Mor..iKt,\y anil 'i K s.”:r» t>;< tj'«; 

" ’ffeAkuui ■ Tnc .. r ».v ./£ tin- Jteseri. ' '’..‘-.y ■ 

...... ; "v 

’■: ■ . ; fc ; .. -n ; *v$v 

Oijj the fost/ii^f.ofyiny 
to Tonqiiih through ‘Thibet/ T <}o .not 
propose to say anything, beeati-se 1 it is 
already pretty, well known, and heraas; 

1 have described it briefly in ..a--%hmie. 
publisli^d Jlbtit eight years ago.’ ' I^ha-Sl- 
also pass with rapid strides over the 

route which the travellers .FrjCValsk? had 

Ciw-y traversed before us, speaking 
L detail of the ' regions _ wo \-wgre 
rst to explore. _ •• ■'■■■'■S, 

It used to ’be the fashion' tb'dnyekq;.: 
the tenses before one began to write a narrative, bat all; that,; i$| 
v. out of date; and for toy own part 1 would simply entreat 
.;;S‘gfiiip ; ed : - rheumatics and ‘treacherous fever to be so 
vy'tp-'lhiymot-ktop my* word with my publTsb^. and write Wif^v 
" as- little delay as ;|>os9ib!(‘ the story of a journey which 1 under- 
took with great pleasure, but which, as'- X. muidf ifruikly admit, 
it j^ ittuch less agreeable to pul upon padelrl’^v ; < | : • 

In daunarjs 3889, we were taikinfl&M -he J souse of my 





■ X 


¥ he^fenjuded me upW^’retiiirn 
^W^sfv and exploration, and he'wkeRie if ] had- 

■ fWj^.jFrKfl) .in- vifew. i told him tliaf a very inter, estiag.- 

yjoui too v, rntid" W- ouo two Paris to 'Joaquin overland, cuttyio* 
ttg^Of one's own iicn^ tin- whole of Asia. A nd^whten 'Be. 
|,o4ndit!ite nn prop;! i i!e itinerary upon t|n? map, I drew 
l^inie/tetigh Qm&M ^prices I an, tin- higher talMtads of 
■•md the rallovs „}* the 'great mcrs of China and of 

P^niitMila Those who * ere looking over my shoulder" 
■'^ k *“‘ s a splendid one; l>nf., for my own part, still 

; V feeling the effects of fey journey over the Pamir, .1 would not 
^aflow myself to think of putting it into execution, for bbo good, 
/feteoa that ^hen I let my fancy turn to travel, J. am sure tl.be' 
okfried away by iti\ --'i •••• ' 

• ,J , : ..A'"fow months later, dn cruirg feoeh from the Exhibition, 
.'■■.^wheiv. X had been yfe aatch a glimpse, % m it were, of the distant 
v^wd»*MHrJiioh l had wandered, this shun- femnd wrote to say ' ' 
y|b^fc,t%re .was a person desirous of travelling with mo 4n Asia. 

thing to a.wf'rtaiiepvas, wiiyther it was someone- ppe- 
pared to follow t*o blindfold, foP^y intention was. not to ylav 
/tlie giobo'troUor, but, to explore. T was told that this was, so, .. 
,au«L forgetting all about my resolve to take a, rest, 1 plunged 'into '* 
fin study <»f %i>s«tfttives of'Fatlmr line and Prjevalsky , : ‘-A 
Li | tie time was lost in coming loan understanding with tt$'§ 
Due do Chartr-v. who offered to pariieipate iu the expms^ pf %; ' J 
••'^‘‘■■'dtion in wl.i**b bis son was to tab -■ parti', ^^t/'atv 


agreed that our umier-iAuv* should be a s* * j» 1' oneTattMl '-iv 
collections we, might jqake should be banded 
mv Museums, M^fUture companion, IVince Henr^of.Qrfe^g^:, 
was delighted at the plan which i rmbmiteld to hi£, though. iff; 
: was a someydfat vague cue, for- travelling has - this 
ycunmon with' war, that,, before getting- upon the groui^'iJR^s '' -!• 
■ommii. <m:esallr to any positive, arrangenfents... ' ' y ; 4 ’• A--’’ 
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linn nary- 

we left Paris on the 6 th. Jp^uly, just when JPot$ 
fever of hbr. Exhibition.* At Moscow, we ,w^ ttf '^L.-..,*,.-.^,*, 
Raebmed, my Faitbfui iSfempanion during my two prevlprU^J^ltiiej?^, 
lie having been found out for me in the Caucasus -tat tbs.jpl^Cie, 1 ' 
^vliere 1 bad expected he would he, for I know where ■ ftaebined ^., 
prefers to live when he is not on 'the, tramp. „Tln? worthy- fello^y 
was preparing ^jfcotne to the Exhibition, by way of realising- a . 
dream lie ba l (i for some time been cherishing ; his ticket bacHieei* 
taken, add "he ,was about to embark at Batoum, when be got by 
telegram, .sayntg-fhat if he cared to come to China with, me, he 
wa>t to \**J and Wait for me -at MObscow. So lie went and phan^di.;:. 
His 4ickctf<>t''diieito > Moscow, not in the bt$t of hdroours, for iteoTO’-v 
Iwm ityjpaiig not to see the Exhibition. Still he 4*4 »dt jhesitate, | 
beih| 'afraid, as he confided to one' of my friends, of forfeiting 
my Regard. Raehraed is an Pzbeg. by birth, a^d'hfdpgtr to * 
one of the branches of that tine TuHRsh race which, as I am never 
tired of repeating/' comprises so ,in&i|y^ ^ xx<^^ \spectment^ -of- ■ 

In Russia we were treated most ha j^Soely*; and lumrsfied . 
with alViieei.ssary letters of recommendation to. the Consuls.. along:, 
the Chinese frontier. -Remaining at Moscow only long Enough 
t<> make the many necessary purchases, we just stopped .at'Nijni- 
' Novgorod, went down the Volga, ascended the Kama, and 
.traversed the Ural ohain mountains. At Ti||nen we again 
took boat, and landed at Omit, whence, after"' raukflg some ’ 
purchases, we staf|§|. again for Semipalatin.sk, where we pur- 
chased the Earope^ni^pds which we were afraid of not- being 
& to -get at th^Jflmtier .itSelf, and, after ■ bem^TW m*bh. 
jolted in a turun fam% arrived at Dj#tkeht, the last A*>wh bn 

Russian territory,;.. . _ ^ 4 /.. .. .,s' 

’ ” * - .»ws«; ^jhina," We had fib -organise our caravan bid 

'’“ul hxr carryia^ou 1 our project, but .1 w *£i 

<\ . ' ■ • 1 . , , C-C’ - -’■/ ?■■■<£* ■ ’■ ' / ’’ 

--*>• '.£&• *■ • r*.'W ** '* * • { :f£\ 


recr 



[oiv cut 
l&he staff . 
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w. a «W 

j^jpftnes, of,- .an explotjrplj 

igh;orga.nis^ti 

... .. {SajiSren knows •yj^ T , 

work. v we 

t6 traverse,, -Vehicles ar„6. jfe^vers are 

.. apt ^v%ibl«, being obstacles instead ofmpjhs of .cof^nnicatiou 
os they, ^elsewluw. . Jt is imperative, thereforephiither to' 
forget anything , nor to take a single superfluous article So one 
tries % think of fevery thing, and to foresee all coa&gencies ; but 
after having eliminated as much as possible, it is Astonishing u> 
find how heavy the load is. 

^ Meanwhile, we had to recruit bur nieM at Djarkent on iho- 
%®t,er of. Si%ia., This was most difficult for here we could only 
^secure men veiry much bekm;: the mark, and not at all built for 
a Ima^l^um^y. ttachmed inspected them first* and. in presenting ' 

W of no u,s<> 

■ ^gwe-that he. f here was not one 

WSjmF*** ail teeedeits j they were a pacl%f 
*ho were anxious only to get across 
Among them there is not one of those" 
^hdve^ersi^rous and .«*$r for anything, who have airily 
looked, 4^ht -in the face, • ao^rould go through fire after the 
/Reader chance had given them, provided that leader bai - 

^noeoededUn attaching them to himself by a mixture ©f good and 1 * 
m **d.»e. How much we lotted noUiavihg'^ur base of 


ptmtoon, m Russian Turk«taii_at Samjlfcnd,^ imrtanw, , 
2^'jitre » no lack of good ten. ift, trnS ; li W three 3 

•WSg#.;*# ?*:*•;** »eU. a • 

th©! to^.kbmce with us, that thei.ihould not* 

C I#rkent on the bv 






reoeivedjy C Consul and bis secretary. We spetid^ 

few boui4 '^^- pleasantly with tbe members of the Lelgijp-, 
mission, Father .Bedekenjfoa^ ^nplete^p: 

’■ , ,. eB gagej)^|||%Q<l' .is;:*bowt to return ^o-.Buw^e^ 4s be bp *fc 
'£ba»gba£ fe will go its, & 

ftumpe. . Hefipeaks Chinese, 

g^* 0 have ouaf^arty .remfbwe^ 


: 'Vv;w^ 




Chinese serva^^rtholomeas, who is to accom-. 

. s< ^$j 8 $s); appear to be— r 
Wll,0l,, 0U to be very 

JfcJsSjS?^* F 1 W ™ <,k “ 1 ' Eachmert, IkrtiSiomens, arid 
Sff^lf 01 tl1 " m,, ' lM “ of tw expedition Wo haw too ra 

*■*» «T«l- and Mongo&n, 

: tst 4 «r ms ■•■ 

talkativeness make „ vtv * ta Wk 

on, !Z” 1 ;1 " ,,nt ''V'^ thrmgh in ‘ hc T *«“« 
ij£ “ low ^ a " d >* 8 “‘o» tent upon dissuading m ft*, „ ndfr . 

thaUhSf'°V nt f ,h * b “*“ tr “ ks ' » WDSt bo adds,) 

w ‘" not «* »»* Hem#**, 

M*ten Brume Henry tolls hi* „ , re ^ to ;| r ri ^ 

*’"> " dvi * s >>”" ootto bo In,,, | 

Hf '’“ in<S ° Ut *“ “ tl “ w, ‘ h “ve “ .«®H, ! 

ChlMse P a “ s P OTt - Btrt oxnriraa, has taught US that 
either of these three things which he 


|^.d«aft'.get on without 

SjtL " . in,,i< l'ensaHo. As regards tho Report, 1 must m 
S‘ the. team caw of our success was our omission to give notice 
of our journey to the Tseng li Ylmn ,, P ,. W „. % ^ o 

N-portto travel in those parts of China which hLloJlittio 

,m* ' The* MU ! ™ iM ^. attention of Chinese dip!,,- 
f * ' nnindanns would have given ns the wannest fetters 

::S :: r ry * ort °^ emt %****-«* ■ 

us on ti e road, and oon,,*! u, to turn bade. Such hwiwfet, the 
lot of all fa*veller8:«n China, from the (ate 
Achthoien, Count Bela-Sreclmv, and so many IheJ S jkiy 

fc??®? 1 m the,r <>* various devices. |^rapj$.. 

After ltavmg completed our Ciiravantfts • ^ 

Tt',,i,K„ ..7,1 ,. . , . . •: vT wv,m W > • Jwm&wL 


Jvuldja, all we punted, in order to eoi 



the- tb<; pv.'Vm- o. , This tora* 


f gtnpifcfl us afu$,; »■ vis2l^||pP^ v> as very carefully 

olj&'dvecJ, insoinjmU .that offered*' three* eups .orica aiid-a 

buttle of champagne , and the Governor gave us tv\o safe-conducts 
• to tate us te the frontiers of tlie.MOviiice oi' lii. 


' §v$leh.'f;r? 12. — To-duy the” Ismail European colony kindly ,, 
m-orfe; us to the gate of the town, stud cordially wishes' -us » safe 
‘ journey and happy return home. ; ,>"' 

And so at last Me find ours'-lves in the saddle. AVo first make ;; 


Mi easterly direct ion, b.ut change our course as soon as we have 
.jrossed^f-.l’ien BKau, afc it' is Touquiu that we have iu view. 
dHhall' ^-ever get there, and if; |a>, by what route ? 'inhere; is 
ftho old cun tine) d to cross, the 1 least known portion of Cl.vUiaf’ 

•• Thibet anit|f its .highlands, the deserts, and the deep rivers, to V 
Imy 'nothing of tin* human beings who look upon every stranger 
*ias arf epertv. All this I might have said to myself, and to these 
^reflections' might h&ve added that we were only five or . six to 
' dfece an unknown situation, hefore which so many others better 


' equipped and prepared bttd quailed. But I must confess that X •! 
had not one *•»*“ these rhetorical thoughts in my head when 
■ l found -.•tv-.-lf fairly started, .abandoning myself to tW y ' 
pm,. : i'*e o! being tlm open and lookiug about me with hhg 
<• » curiosity of the tcuvelfor whose-^yes, '• ahttpst parting from 
flu.; orbits, scan the bori/am like a hungry ’ h&wk in search of 
pivy ■""■ ' , ■ y: 

After gutting quit of the dust which '^reminds me of 
Turkestan, thb.'.sbH, tire landscape, and , i he -..ijltivatiou of tlx* 
plain recall the neighbourhood of Samarkand and Ta.d-kend. . 
Th45' beardless faces, the sunken eves, arid the long dresaes of 
t Ini tdeh. show that one is in China. Theijleitility of the valley 
li.vt lii is redfewkable, so that for the last iVw years its population 
pias been growing very rapidly. A, grCat; mauy of the Tamnt«his 

ywho had Jtttsmn. tern torv arc edmutg ,|^c*k to the places Vy 

' ' * ' &V '■ "*%■ ' '• Vi.’ 
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iv.r luw f^Jpb/&v'thV%bp 'th rie<1 oil'— for fuel rtp 
**hmbt -the ■wall* ’are all: c%$yd, -an^l's^ are' patches o| ; : ha*$s<y 
ir '•>'»'• ■it% at the mH-remity^^ The -T&rantsllg 

uvjgwsmi- with grief at, the sight of the place all in mmi, 
3a|lMhpw happily he ha^ lived ,the|h.w;th his parents, what 
! !•».. impPi^cvgl^i find how hh^p was 

not remjahied' there. 

* '>-, •’Wy: 

these, Sopijs, and Kibes/' henyplied, i 

, ^ the Ij’ontier, will you return to ,; 

/^j^eoyfnriserre me, no!- The soil is n<^, : good* and ' •' 

. uer is scarce. I shall go to Kashgar, where the family of one 

". <•>' mywtves-Bves.” ". ’ f 1 ,:■$ 

, ‘ * • ■ , ( , V V jft' 

“ fflisfli'jm not married at Pjarketit'K.” ':•„, 

* *'■' wS, and I had a ■child as well. He dtedtd^-d^i'liefOJre T'' ■ '' 

< ;r: ;<■ tp, ofi’er yon ttV services, and I gave my wife bach to her 
'i.r.-'/v’T am quite free." -■ .'■ .”. " ’ 

The, facility with which this Mussulman aha ndoned his wile 
H ! ;•! • ed me, but in this epuntry-it appears to be quite common , 
'••••'h v *t this Tarantshi told me about. Hi was repeated to me 
lyyimsoy others. . Most , of those who live in .Russian terrb-nry 
jjfitVepu Hm look-out for a ehaiyv of slipping across the frontier. 

mere mandarins have the wit to entice them ; they do not 
id- thfim tor papers: They letcihein settle on the uncultivated-; ‘fi 
ni‘d«, and do not bother them about the^ast. 

' . hi thf. ; 'provincc of Hi, beyond Mazur; we meec a great many 
|>iheri^|J[:rghis, whom the excellence of the jiafcturages -fioug 
the a^l^ftts ol the Hi ha’, attracted. They have kept the chicle 
whom -ttfty had elected being Russian &ubji®$s. »By order ol: 
the Chitfe&j> ru;iadsa«^hbd..witti the assent of the tribe, 1 -, , these v’ 
e^n.i’s^jl'''t^^ i mit"the)V powers' to their descendants . 

, Sicls by sid^ with these very wealthy Kivghis, we see some ' 
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taking* ith ap^caran^^ ^B iy.^. «r 
nr ' a 


'■re.- _ 

atixer 

Bfit sonie -tiftse “beqaf^^^^VWfth th» , 

Hp'-j^ West -not " 

P^.:ri^||; ifttfft* • l$fclg. * or $**rf -.^Ij'l^^f 

j ^da ty^andffltiBt hay© . 

^p€i’:%w. fife" bamiers,”- tO^ev.Mtfpiber" 
p^^/j^^hm, play ;^6^^^as. tlie W%se 

'in ’ nf flirt 


•'\f *.•' - iMWil'MWJ ** ~ ~ _ ‘ '' 

our, s do not appear to bold theaiiSidhigli 
e^eiag i^^P|8i^M>. a* wltom I observed lu»w mild a pbysiog* 
«!f- uotny’ '^M^rpi^ngok have, replied with a laugh- — 

, ’’ •A'Ttejt is true. They .are-aa prM as. cows.” 

." ?' ’“ In what way ? ” • , ’^;7'$|& ^ 

‘‘ Behau^e they can he hulfeed v^ihout auy trouidi*. . 

;. .. •» It appears that the Kirghis, who are daring, well armed, <^d‘-. 
C ; ; ’|umcmpillous, do uot think twice about- cheating «M 

Mongols. As. the plunderers are Mussulmans', t Vv cau^|pj| 
:* ■ V '!-s^-tife , inatters with their 'cons^pties, seeing that the vie.tims'flfoW 
i f Buddhists, that is to say, people ;( wtkO have no “ book,” neither i? 
■>,'■ Bible ajar, ft Koran, and so are pt ttoi3*eh0ttati J* 


|*|v ., , The "■ Chlpese , uuUw.E^^^in|)sa4eite' hut rare|y^,^^p|.o^ 
jf ^^^ ys;ont rif . .re^'pift: the * 

'• if'TOBifflk-'-'fciii then, hs-ain it riffilVw? ^Ift' ' WllIftBMi 


-, ■ ■ '•ewKjjjMp&'&j Pjid- then, kgiu n it -hi £*■ 5f3j3 
f :$jjj! !0^-%faUy or tribe odhw? 

*® Qrilinarv<-ti.mcs .'-wor dd^^^ j ^p ^ 
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T$i n$ s m' obscuwed ■ 

_tft|;;tseck;a small tablet .ifi'i* felt bqp,’, 
ttfiWWi I am. told thfcfc for some -#*00 '-past 
'jpaiag irtto the. town. 'toust first appear' 

Him for one of these tablets, upon which hh^a^- - ' ?; « 
•T«fi|sffei:-in Chinese, and in Mongolian* WilhS 

tmamea,h^.t4\ifio^\«'hput'freely' in the- hasaj®fs } wid if 
€istni , ban|e he'slic^ft^<^|^fc|tV.irithottt it he is fcwested by the’| 
Chinese s^diers .the most terrible pumshi^nts. *’ 

^ : retnmi&g to-.^tribfe;. ^betmeller has ^jj^rn C 

abd i%:tl)is 'way 

m$0nk: V Th^ .m^'.;^^^..^3^'"!j^;'the tablet 
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ffi^f^riii^ ip - as to = reach the ^ 

l^te^ftirther ^rtWS M 'Oiii:a 
|ytfer : ^nff clirohed *£ *x& then follov^S 




i.'.^mv*, 3' ~ r> ' . ..^JT ' ■ " 7 ' - 

the vaUe^asort.-of 
ffiljlfcfth.of 4ha mouataMka greyish steppe dotte4;f9y^'#t^T.^ 

otWKBwH!)!. .v . -* m- *•»' *i.-'l . %' *' .'tT'.j' ■ n ..._ J, k >1 Lj>. li-fcjlv A*Ai> *1fc*y ' 


'*» .commanded to the east hyh : ’ 
Antin' of mountains more elevated than that to the north, and 4 ^, , 
the slopes of which seem to us quite bare, while the summit# are • 

; sot vroite-with snow. • » 

"■ ifi's '^he hanks of the" river present a somewhat attractive appear- 

stream flowing along like a ribbon amid verdure formed : 
•,.' flljp^^plars, willows, tamarisks whiclv still bear a few flowers,;,'.;', 
%^nSfce-plants, barberries; and wild raspberries. There* 

; ^hhndance of water, and- the grass is thick wherever the 
jv reaches, while pheasaqjfs swarm in the undergrowth. > it S',U ■" 

^^fe^Pissing a deserted village, we cross the small stream of f- : . 

, the marshy valley for the high plateau which overhangs 


the midst of tall grass we come here and there* upon 
''^cleared plots where the Mongols have their lelt tents, which are" 
jailer than those of the Kirgliis, lower and move po^tedTat the 
'Vfflwytt-* " These Mongols are busy threshing the wheat in the 
in the same way as other primitive peoples whdSfto not 
wEm.^y machine. A, pole is put into the ground in the. centre 
■i fey ^A -whpn.t, which is laid out upon the ground, and^pken are- 


fliia pole and made to tramp round in a line, children 
along with a stick. These children are .stark naked. . 

t .srery weakly in appearance. Their stomachs are protu|y»«tnt, 
t|jpir skin * . exposed constantly to 'the sun, is nearly fe^ck,; 

: .to he merely thrown loosely over theihf^aa^^d,;' 

' / to ^fl^ji'td' confe ’ofll- : |rhenever they raise their .’ 

th^jir 'tm^^fcahonldev-hlades to protrude* • ; 
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: . cross it, for it 
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{white r the current is very impetuous. UVe hope that, i^ ihc, . 
when the water is lowest, we shall get, our 

*»uw Mam sunrise. Flpom our Wvohac V«|fca»| 


. the raowtainsv.r^se, it appears, are *b« 

Jr '•■ ••'*'• ^..V' . ?.-> ■ . . .'Mi? ;K 
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^mastery bnlbt; 




& ?/• .'^W country; '$&'$$. 

;|^^|«^'^li^;^^ib«iranstoigrati(>n of tb&rail it 

'1^*91 tend f° respect fofl% human bo&fiffiti® 

^ar4;'fe«‘:^xe;<teaa ; , •• While walking /thrbogb ,‘tbe reed-beds 
‘;.|,4 search of small birds for our' natural history collectiop^my 
toot comes into, contact with the upper part of a Ivh»n$l 
# 1 *}* 11 »* <J«ite white, strap^ cleaner than . could hare 

beep done ‘by the cleverest mediiil student. Upon examining 
tip* \ t’ n< l that it was the very image of the Kirghis ik§llp 
piich I have had in my hand i^.^kestan/.-tUere^ beii^^p 
^ame depression of the occiput, the same breadth of cheek; the 
0ae prominent eyebrows, the same protruding cheek-bones; 
btit with thte forehead apparently less developed ami rather Jotver, 
though quite as reeding, *We may assume that this skull wpr 
$$ $*•**“& ’who .did not possess any very marked intelligence; 
i0-.*»8 abort inliature— as I learnt from the tlughdbaijp which 
1" picked up a little further— and who had excellent (eeth, 
as* is proved by a fragment of his lower jaw. The bits of 
clothing hanging from the thorn-bushes show that lie was not, 
a pu^. of . wealth. This was the place where his remaps werC 
expo^d as . soon as the soul had passed into a better body. /‘IfopU 
■stjllsf, with bits of stuff at the end., of them, indicated 'J jj fet *fhe> 
deposited there, and the wild beasts, this hurls of 
^^^, -jand no doubt the dogs frprn the adjoiniag tdnts, have 
Sfff UVVaj th ° teiTestrial Envelope of this Mongol, devour, 
flesh and grinding his bone?, .and then time 
completed the work of destruction. Thptjg 
«*®| -^jdtened skull, a half.gna.wed thigh-bon<- 
of jaw# ijbp soul lias taken its flight, fliui the bitg 
end of tli&.$takes arc praying for. jjffbr, in se ized 
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plications brough h’& 


r M»vtfpfekii. odr del^f||P^4is : progress by 

haying to a visit to too Gtand .Lama the 

' head of the monl^tefy^-^Oot approach* to the ictii« was heralded 
i>v the furious barking of some splendid long-haired dogs. The 
noise "brings out. the lamas, young and old, who drive a way the 
angry mast i ft s by throwing stones at thorn. We explain the 
object of our visit to the oldest of thorn, and he fiends on in 
advance two young monks, and lumself conducts uS to thei;. 
residence of his supeyipiy^SThe person who acts as our 'ciceic^'y 
Valias ahkiiioriiious head, a rather long neck, small eyes, and a big"" 
face covered, with warts, so that his physiognomy would rip#*' be. 

1 Very pleasing but for the mouth and the smile pjaviug , upon Ids , 
| thick lips. It appears that this worthy than, who a ag» it woiiiljfe 
j| ! ,be very difficult to gneiss, is a celebrated doctor. -I His headdress^ 
*7.^1 a greasy leather, eap.^moiinted with a trill, a l, pal] cap snch$ 
&< might fit a chorisfcek hoy, and which is much , tod ; «fflifdT forys^,: 
imge a head, upon which it produces much the same effecunp#:. 
would a wafer on. the top of an orange. ,d$py.; dress he haaf'^f 
j,,, long serge robe cothhag down to the ' feet and fastened rbrincl • 
fhe -.waist, with a belt, while his small, feet are eneused in 


.■^•■^l!Ppltaa,ed , leather, which, does duty at .once, as st 


{iiiif'.-i 


f v -< . The Grand bama. received . us very affably at the entrant 
to* ’Kis tent of white felt, f$|dch was larger* than am ■!' th 
diners. He himself dres^Uido. the curtain, and invite ! u* in| 
lienee; and We, as soon as we had: entered, uyired out*. 

the left of the aperture. The yidloiv-.'- 
-diked- us' 'as to- otu| health, offered us the 
talked to tut ;| j |. the.. most . fraternal and 
Leavinsr our .interpreted:, to answer for us, we 




-:*• i 


M ' 



f / :i 

iscret ion,, this y 

Like alfThe^f 

> •. t s tr beardless’ • 

« are regular, . 
He lias ratlier" 

a the black eve* aw* very intelligent, the rnoa% fel :: 

delicate, fth<t 'ibe «y«4Vte very dearly defined He is easy m 
gestures, and ha? ai good deal of unction in his vouv. I suouM' • 
At all surprised If he ruled the fraternity excellently, C|r ’ 
lie gives ti».- impression of being a man of mark. From time 
ti&i#he takes a pinch of red snuff, which he puts out on to tblf .' 
^#1 of his thumb from an oval ja.de bottle with a silver st pHT V 
;#|e ?: ^kea cure that we are served with, some tea with Imtmr, 
•"fa'fr*hich--V the luvburite drink of the Mongols and the 
v il'l»ibetaus,y and which I found very much to my liking up-.u 
tasting it for the first, time. 

; : jj3i*l)i ntl my host, there stands upon a slap a gilt statue, which 

represents the (.fraud Lama of Lhnssa. The Grand Lama semis 
; :#be very like hiui, and .has the same smiling physiognomy . 

••' There is nothing in the tent wuich indicates any effort. ,\\ 




H^^jvfo'bo about sixty. 


^ukr lm liair short, .and hi 


by weed to shuv^ His ; feature: 

oWiWUv bv i*<hhMrison with those of his doctor. 


'.^eauliness or luxury. The whole of the furniture seems to W 
'abcjfc. equally neglected, and the only apparent value possessed 
thing is a vw of small jade vases placed upK$|v;a' CKrShfH' ■ 
^OVu^fed with some yellow material opposite to the entrance, -atti. 
V ditto has* been raised, and some sacred images are enclosed id &’«&!«••’ 
hf tabernacle or movable Hupei, thj^bape of which reminds . 

i'thosel have seen in Jk»d> ; and, as isfbe ease in Italy and ftWiu' 


6pain, these sacred images of Buddha are carried to the resident 
o$such. person- as ask for them, in.oideF to facilitate iheir c«£c, 
vVhielt fhh doctor also . helps to effect by means ^of remedies that 
I'.^ve receifmdth* priwtl* benediction. Among these, remedies 
fpi^ „»>nie . twpfV extraorfflaary ones, of singula* an origin 




THE TUX KHAN 'tfOUNTJUMlS. 


oflns us. his hand, and wishes us a safe journey, with 

V'At^'i' j ^ '1 _ MI—.- -t’.^ . .. w.VIaIi 1 <1 »nn« ullL'n IV, ft hi 1 





^oc which is seen alike in the Buddhas, s.tatu^u 
has of hash and blood. 


The aged priest re.ul| 
to .visit the pagoda built close to the wittf 


' giYeSJ'/ 

g» out we notice tJ^oymbabplayers, who are standing' > 
M| -of a largest whidfii Wd for religious service, during , 
.SThe'-'&tiiijk .are ncarlv* all out in the 'fields, and 'tUo.,; > 
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' \vuils, u doot; V ;, 

S'.-tiio forego on the roof, arid thftt'fciLv. 
can judge "by wlmt can be se^jj. tbrougb: 
P§f^l|e'clo«pd d$qp&>&e furniture burnt worth' spoakfng 
£*&& see oal$$kft'\»' chests, k<*too. dot mug, and a certain o 


f tooled "Moreover, the lamas ^faithful to thpir nouiad. ,.' 
fepisj'-are said $6 inhabit, even during the cold seasojci, then' ieit 
its. erected -in ’ihe coiirtyards formed by th^i* dwellings. . dhyy 


qf 

, Ka 

tents. < 

'. arc built of earth, rubble, and wood, and arc used as much for. 
cattle as for human beings .-.. •’• .,-. ;-.- '' r; i|j 

The pagoda is new;, and its.walls are -whitewashed, The' main 
’•^oor being open, we enter into n sort of rectangular barri, They*? 
b '-first thing’l^hich strikes the eye k the altar, upon which «r«^ 
\ 'tetri'. whoie flame • sheds a glow /upon - the . gilding. ■ 
i ^..i^.k'yitues. '• 'One represents Buddha ip his ^buth, ‘ wreathed in 
strap i kg and seated upon a i krone. Behind him a Ianafb; in 
metal, is smiling as amiably as Buddha himself. JUike hinbr 
he b^t' long ears — the better to hear prayer, nb- doubt;, atul he 
%. hold dtk hands out, one against the other, in*the attitude of a 
jready to applaud, while fit the same, time maintaining an 
Aspect of great dignity. h* 0, \, . ;.. ! Jf 

p'. t Bekida the high. altar, in a chapel of mo-e mod^4®.ropo]rtip^^| 
Js the Mateo of a person dressed in yellow, with w/Kmf Oti 
knees aird a chaplet in.the hand. He, we are- 
successor of the Grand Loom. and In's functions are-iA,^ 
toi- those of a ,".|phriRtian saint, behaving to intereedo'T^^ 
and toi transmit their prayers to the proper dcst*?* 4 ^ 
ie table of the altar are a numher. of small cupscontai 
»idt’ these, tliere are bronzi ewerajMMgt bundles,* 
leathers disclosed as trophii 
rSj phials. containing gi 
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sides of the naVe, 

if it iriay : b^;s'^%JiM;.^Jm?ii^:%li’ wareliiatrse.- ’• •/ • 

^ '*' y , ,v ,.« <, -■'. • ■ .*,* * , ; f ,iT\ ( ! , .•’/ 1 ■ , t 

< " Bcfore'y|e tile l^a;;^o"ifeted\as';o!ttr 'guide .shotted o«,: a 
tambourine jWbiebi ^rwa* -for acebmpaiiyiug^the 

prayers;. and strij^ug the eyhfhfitls which are used fofe ^he sHWfie 
purple,, he^ and open montiP ; hade ms 

admire thefe' ^ouprois piopeifies. Thehr : y^bratious - are, as a 
waiter of fait very- harmonious. Before parting with him we 
ibittfc' & '•“ tip, ” and the poor felldlr did not attempt 
tif dfsguiife hip Satisfaction, fbr these simple people do not know 
ivhat wealth is, and we were struck by the wretched state in which 
the Mongols encamped -around the pagoda live. The inferior of 
their tents is the acme- 1 of filth, and the smells emanating from 
them are horrible. '.Nearly ail the chikfepn are naked, the parents 
not, having the wherewithal to clothe them. As to the women 1 , 
they exceed in Ugliness anything which can be imagined; and one 
cannot lielp wondering bow the most ardent of poets would 
epntrive to idealise them; ■ • y 

In the evening we penetrate by a small pass into the valley 
of the Kunges, and encamp not far from a copper-mine, where Wfe 
discover a tiny spring, which, supplies ^us with sufficient watec for 
our tea. Apjd that is about all, for we are on an arid steppe. 

18i?— Xo-dhy we encamp' among the rushes v on the 
gegpsit a place n&raed Timurlik. We cross the 
farther' ofti fijt'we have to make tp the 
thp vaUfy of Tsakitra, and the pass which leads 
up thP stream. We are now on the route 
alsky;, and so far the! grossing of the ch 
d out route, haw; presented n 
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Kifghis who to-day offefcfei ^ 

themselves '<J» be -tiie happiest of men. They h^e.^w^er •■ ■• 
tb^.’ftniv thieiy cprni&t the foot of the mountains^ tod 
-of grass in .£Jie ; plains for their hocks and fasjh^ 

■ ^pit run shoi^of wood, loathe banks of the.Kunges as^ . . 

with'thick^iaatations, where, the willow, the poplar ^M b:-^ 
'--^gffiiftree (with sin^il atod sharp-flaroured fruit), t^e pepper-i^fev' 
the apricot- tree, fcjfep, the liquorice-plant, and the hop-vine^rbw' 

: yyild. These Kirghis formerly lived on Eussian territory in the 
neighbourhood of Xiepsinsk, and crossed oyer? to Chinese soil 
4 because they had no routes for theilffipcks. They pay the Chinese 
i, a tax of 10 pets cent. They are very cheerful, well fed, lusty, an£jj§ 
with plenty of colour, l||e all who live in the keen mountain aip.*| 
• They do not strike us as being very fofld df work, passing/ &U 
• (their time in going from^one tent to another, in eating and sleep- 
‘ jag, though occasionally they go out after game. Several of th^tn • 

. >Ire armed with Berdane rifles. ' v , 

\ *V? - , ", J 

i'; ,. September 20. — We take leave of these Ivirghis, the ’ 

Shall ; $ee, their tribes not extending farther east.. Their 
named Sasan, is very proud of the Kussiau medal whichrhe 
i j*ound his pf ck, and of the blue button in Ins hat, which 
|: %is Ohineiie>rank. He accompanies us through iheteed* 
i S| : before ' wishing us all sorts of good luc^ recoto 
favourable notice live then of his tribe whom TO-ins 
iitvthe Yiilduz country. He warns us ^that when th«jl$j 
wdVtAke us for Chinese and make off, ‘but he begs t*J|$j 
on them or do them any harm. . ^ at once inferred^ 

^ fnendss are Barantashis— tbaH^say, f&tsons addict^| 
the'^ydash word for horse«st$^$g.; 

. ■ ' 'S^pj^cr 22. — The two. glides whom thd-Cl^ 
that they do not ’know the -,rpu1fe?|^,.l 



j^;: '■;' • ■ , 4 ;' ■■ rjflBfifypfr.TIflS'' TSAKMA, , .'•• S3 

Tsakrna, ami Abdullah, the ittfceipftfer; jwtygT uifliferipok to show 
;' 118 the way, led us right into a cul-de-sac; *’lVe retraced our steps, 
and the plainest common. Semite enabled us to discover what would 
have been a convenient pass if the i#n had not .made the ascent 
so arduous. Gaining the summit at last, we descended into the 
valley, and re-ascended a plateau, where we found refuge beneath 
a splendid cluster of pine-trees ; a piece of bread taken out of our 
pockets, and some currants picked from a*curr.mt-husli close by, 
C^stituting our frugal breakfast. 

; ;f' ; The rain ceased when vp readied tbe summit of the pass. 
Net# 1 : the watershed we came upon a roughly-defined path along 
the edge of a gorge to our left. All of a sudden a, strong gust of 
wind made a large horizontal rent in the veil ol mist spread over 
the landscape, and we were ame to distinguish, far to the south, 
mountains covered with forests, the trees of vvhiclf already had a 
powdering of snow, while above were large hanks of black clouds. 
Then the mist slowly cleared off, and as the atmosphere gradually 
lightened, the eye wandered gladly out a broad valley, which we 
did not suspect to he so near, (bumps of groeu trees mark 
the windings of the river Tsakma, which traverses a steppe'’ 
extending towards the west, and covering, as it' with a greyish 
caipet, the -ados of the valley. It might be supposed to be 
perfectly smooth, und to come down without a break to the 
. groves* of trees at the bottom ; but Jjy looking closer, spots of a 
decided colour can he distinguished, and the ttye gradually 
; deteM*. ^lat they are moving. They prop to be gazelles, which 
^keof^ht at our approach, and make off at full speed. It is 
discover that the' slope, wliich had seemed to us quite 
smooth, is not so in reality, for the gazelles first go down and 
disappear, ^ th e a come ip agai^only again to disappear, dis- 
closing J^s alUthe undulations of a very uneven desert, a few 
green pitches in the hollows marking the places where the wfo^r 
which has come down from the mountain has collected. • 



the -west! ^stretches so far 

rivor if- '©ti1y,.i noble as a slender thread, and gradually jjeconi©# 


lost ,in 'spae#i ' So #we gelP'once wore that sensation :pf ^th©-^ 
desert vfhichlwe nomads so like. VS attempting to^ualyse 



rtl'e feeling, J may say that, tin steppe, the <les,rt. >»* a 
fascinating place of sojourn for out who has lived m large 
-g'and has been put nut of humour hy the pt tty worm's of 
lotion. Solitude is a true halm, which heals up 
wounds that the chances of lift* have- inflicted j its monotony^ a ‘ 
Calming effect upon non es made over -sensitive from .■•jJtap.iig.- 
vibrated too much ; its pure air acts as a douche j 

])§ft\ ideas out of the liead. in the desert, too, the, 


mftre clearly, awl unutu! processes arc* carried on inor$--^|^ly.. 4 ^» 1 • 
,i.; Ymijampin;: >>11 a natural platform near a- plantation ;£ 
;-'^hicl&? river nms, we tight big tires, dry our clothe*:. "3&4|jj 
H$cr?ief : % good fat sheep. The sheep remaining urn 
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together and placed Ibetweeu the fires, ufithifi the circle formed by. 
■"the camels and horses, for we are in fe&^gfitke \^olr «fe dneiri'.’<- 

"•is ^ stafvatioa. ' 1 ■ 

This legion, in which arc to be found I races of wild boar, deer, 
and waives, is frequented by trappers and hunters, as is proved byvT' 
the ashes of a fire in the open, by charred logs of wood, and by.ityf 
shelter made out of the houghs of trees. T 

We find a very comfortable resting-place under a pinedreef 
between two enormous roots. The soil had been trampled down, • 
and our sleeping apartment is a thick bed of grass under a sort 0$' 
arch, beneath which we have to creep. Of course, it would not 
do to attempt. many gestures in awaking, but one can sleep here 
. protected from nearly all winds, and light a 'ire without fear of ,.': 
.its being put out by the rain, the tine points of the evergreen .. 
branches not allowing a drop to penetrate so far. There is ti ahVy*> 

,v A V' ■ h ‘' 

‘^bundaure of game close at hand, ami we shall clearly he able to*/, 
kill some stags, since we have come across big thigh -bones',' 
which the wolves have not taken the tiv.ubfi to emneb. Mtorp- 
-over, there is delicious water and plenty of wood ready to hand. 
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TO KOUKUA 
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efGMwkf fAuurpimr C^romid iVTifc HiJ-Vo - Arrival r*i Tvu» "or:* 1 »r> - I WMtS of & GiiiK^Coro 
C. fltotftinw 1 fM/,w^The Oor^o of lh*> A NVJ\<> hi His -Tin; 

. . .'CfWlfJt - Fara^teli to th<> Toi coin— A I’.iw -Turkish ■’ Y.tkoi>!» Boif, 


Seph h; J }rr :ii\ A fkr a ?>r?^f stage 

on fhe vi tii, having hnmd a suitable 
*pot s we halted in prepare fur crossing 
the pass. f nay s ay, once for all, that 
by u ii suitable .spnt i mean one where 
we can } A neb our font anon fairly knel 
ground, simlieivd from the wind or 
t bo snow, and, u possible, close to 
wood and wntow A splendid Ramping 
ground sneh ;» tins is not to be for- 
gotten, nod *e> we liwe remained 
bore two d;iv v busied in repairs, cv 
ambling ibe horses shoes and suhsfb 
new ones where and 

hiking care that there, is not r nail 
loose oi ukving. The/backs of the 
bciisU of burden and of the horses are carefully irtlqwcted; who# 
the saddles pall, they an nvtiiied, and the wounds dressed-; 
the saddle-hugs and packing canvas are sewn where hern. A," 

Our old eamybdn : u\ the bandy dodged Iinaich.. who would 
rmt part fmm the cameK we bad bought of bis master, looks #Xter' 
his charge wd.li genuine idh-etion, They know turn, and’ wins., he 
■calls to them. o> the sh ppe 'it leedmg-time, they come to him like 
tin- b-nwilb. 

Borne oi out Viiov- a-, already indisposed, and it happens that 
Vthese are the nmw. buy of th.eA'whoho troop. They vaaec- Very . 





i.n f b. 


''anxibu* to be7^ tn&k VratW^uides.'gi^ii'.tts"' by the governor,*'. 
w|t()',ar^';,»t;urniBg. However, they. mast ,.g% with us beyond the' 


pjis^as we cannot, afford to reduce oar jnst now. 

We. We been leading a tent-life for barely ten days, hand, 
already we have got accustomed to it and Imve learnt to like it. 


And yet our tent is neither large nor. comfortable. About the 
height of an average-sized man, it is sufficiently lung and broad 
to enable all three of us to lie upon the felt, to eat out 
of the single pot around which we gather, and to sip our tea 
without , rubbing elbows. Our shelter consists of a good piece of 
canvas sewn double, and this suffices to protect ns from the bad 
weather, and to give us the sensation of being in a well-protected 
room while the rain is pelting and the wind howling outside. 

The departure of the two guides provided by the (Governor of 
Hi creed c-d a void, which was at once filled up by the arrival of 
two Tor gets. They came in to our encampment on horseback, 
with their lilies slung across the shoulder, and with a long coil of 
hair hanging down the back. Approaching our men’s (ire, they 
bega.ii to converse with, them in the Mongolian language, and, 
after having had sdfne tea, said, in reply to our questions, that 
five dfys before they found four of their host horses missing, 
so they went in search of them. I .Enu aging from tli e valley of the 
Yulduz, where their tents were pitched, they found traces of 
horses, but without knowing whether they were theirs or not. So 
they resolved to visit the valley of the Tsakma, thinking that the 
thieves had passed that way. As a .matter of fact, they discovered 
traces northward — that is to say, in the direction of the Knights of 
the Ivtmges. But, rain falling, they could not. trace them any fi 
further, so they returned, being certain that they could ealeli us 


up, for they Sqw that we had camels. . . 

,, t.lfpon our. asking them whv the Kirghiz had stolen 
horls^ihey said it had always been so, and they could not’ 
in refinsals, for the Kirghis were the stronger, Formerly ih 
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p.; ■ . ’."• " 

."*W „ _ ■* u. , *iwjwvw 1 * **«*-—-- 1 -fy' Ti^WfeC'i’&V V-. ■ ;i , 

■*?*>/. * l, :•■■■ : 

ce^hfl^'.^mirity In this valley of the Tdpfcitol^r 
jk*. first occupied part of it, bat, thee 

.te4 tho whole of it. For some lime there 

! :v?st&My Sl*§eHi§ange of robberies- and murders .between;,;. '^0^9 
- peo^fcSi;:xxntil at last, the Chinese authorities iuterf ienfeu •: 

deei&td that the only means of re-establishing peace- was -t^l 
' compel the two parties to quit the pastures. “ Since that time/* ’ 
’ they added, " neither Mongols nor Kargins have lighted their fires 
hi the valley of the Tsakui^’’ ,, 

: ' We had no difficulty in inducing the two Torgots to remain 
with us and show ns the way. They were much interested 1 '‘in 
| what went on around them— - in the arms which •'•were;.’3!ife|^^ 
-TtSirbished, in the birds which were being -stuffed, while they wj 
1||^iprised at finding the' shin from the leg of a stag which Frio* 
dfHenry had killed being preserved. They exchanged remar 
^'• : when they observed the terrible effect produced by the bullet^ 
the express rifle, q,nd then, chin on hand, feasted their «s 
n^o» the pain e-meat which . was cooking' •nicely in the’ pot, the 
.ijrig&t of this completing our conquest of them. CC 

-■ 'epleuiber 25. — To-day, after going up hill and dowttdble, 

? vgt^pally climb to the pass, which Ihichmed and myself 
vejy easy by comparison with many others. A. strong oold-.whidT 
gets up from the W.3ST. AV. — that is to say, at our baek- 



are On U desolate steppe, where we can find neither a shrnbs^jt ’ 
ah^thingelse which can iielp to combat the coMRhatfis beginiu|| 
y tb be unpleasant. ’On the other hand, we come upon^j 
; tery pretty flowers, lovely wild pansies and edelweiss that 
delight the heart of an Alpinist. In the evening we ebcagjjm 
V the banks of the Iftdduz, which we reach by descending 
free trom^tojtesi yTliie clouds conceal from its the mountains, tvl 
< shut in thf valley, and this does not add to the attract! vene^ 
the view, TWe are glad to huddle away in a deep?, 
wind is most cutting. >\ y- ;V '.-<y 





.<>»*' of 

u, ’puwiase#^^ 8&i?.*B helms 

in., His burden is fetooved,' batthe <m-iikot rise. There! 
diyjftginey of opinion as to whether be will recover, and the; 
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TJ1 JC VI blH’Z t’ALLLY. 


/.interpreter, who knows all about everything, says: “Wait a 
Wilhfe and I wULgell you, The hairs of his tail will indicate 
to ycu what his fUe will be.” 

pulls out a few of these hairs and examines them, aft’e^ 
^fc p^^ ^ressjng them between the thumb and the forefinger, cloe% 
I^HSferuot, and rubbing his. two fingers together. ;i , ' 

leiisxnre you that he.will die.” *:.*•• .* 


fecajise I had ho difficulty in pulling but the hairs, becam=&:'; 

adheres’ to the root of thl hairs, which indicate - 







Mix 


tyfjuts ?> al 


uvierpi^ler "glows a^ 

\ fli bis sagacity; -and m t&fc -(il|| 
death -throes, exciting the pity of 'his ,; ’^h'ir^|i| 
» ?> sineftpskin under his head for a pillow. The dy va^ljeast^i 
•:;. : *y* is dilated and he loses consciousness. • Ho struggles as he 
and one would fancy that all the thoughts, of his post 
'. .S^^i^tence were chasing one another hurriedly through his braiiii 
as if anxious to go through all tty acts which have 
often reiterated as to have become habits with him. He 
■'■ indies an effort to- rise, he hicks his legs in the air as if to walk, 
he moves his jaws as if to eat, ho seeks to make a noise in the 
throat as if to ruminate ; but the gaze fades a way, the ej^ closes, 
r |.b and the good servant gasps in death. ’ ^ : . ; 

y^The two Toigots, who are Buddhists, look on with mudf 
V sadness, and mumble some kind of a prayer — or, rather, a few words 
fyJ^Wdng a safe journey to the soul which is on the point of 
t^rsmigratiou. That does not prevent them, as soon as the soul 
,:::tys-tatyn its flight, from, stripping the skin off the body which 
held it. As the soul has fled, what could it matter ? ! 

; *ti 1 " ' ' , . , - 1 

Btiptetnber 2fl. — To-night we have a minimum of four degrees' 11 
below zero, and when they wake-up the men eomplwir 

follow the valley, which continues to run through th<f *teppe, 
a^d, gradually getting farther away from the Yulduz, the waters 
gj^nrhioh flow over sand and pebbles, we encamp on the banks 
’Vj-pjf tho Zakiste-gol, a river abounding in fish. On the. Way,? we 
"■ tneet the caravanioi an important luma, and make him very un* 
Shsy by. proceeding to photograph Hjitt# Prince Henry succeeding ' 
;t : hone the less. These 'worflby lamas, with their pointed head-gefcri V 
seem to gs to he a little the worse for drink, . . ;; 

^ .^-.^etlandscape remains much tlm «aaie ; for we are' 

,. the steppe shut in by mountains, hare, and in places 
mfch salt, while here' and there ate peat-pits, 

stagnant or runs off very slowly. lYe notice 





to®. pa ' the . grotts4»v wfe«^^'.^ ■%»;$& :!&y|pui$$$b of /; 

awi d '* ■ •' : • >•••$' ' 

cv^^^.j«»3i»jp beyond the drieii* 
6t Jfebe '■mer -Bovolntti^ ^<aid :4»d plenty of grass for 
the cam#}#; and kinak ' (drbppings) for the fire. To the ' 
north we.. dm see on the sides of the mountain an inscrip-,. 

: tied in:. yefy large fetters,. These are the sacred sayings of 
• , Buddhists, which heheters can decipher miles off. Never • Jjjf*' 
,:; ; my ■fife s ;.liate''"T 1 seen such big letters; all the slopes, of tb# 
'[...fieri Shan Would scarcely he sufficient to print a whole hook. 
The Buddhists like to manifest their devotion in the open ait A 
and when we .l?aye the valley to reach by a pass the defile of 
^..Uchigue-gol, we' meet obos, or heaps of stones, upon' 'most' 1 aj/’c 
' -.which imivcrti have been engraved, at each culminating. point oj\: 
tin- undulating trvound. * ; ;.W 


: Those ohoft are. generally placed on an eminence, at on jh- 

of those spots wjhere the beasts of burden are allowed to halt*'* 
and get breath?^. Advantage is often taken of tdiese: ' halts to ♦. 
make a light oration: alter that, prayers are offered that the 
road nun be a good one, when starting on a journey, while 1 -! 
thanks are returned because it has been, good, if the journey.,., 
is, ending. By way of showing, respect or- gratitude to 
divinity, stones ate heaped up, and a pole is often pl&eed ®|j 
■ the ground, with a prayer written pn a piece, of canWas tied tW* 
‘the end of it; those who follow after add more stones. Workmen 4 


, specially employed, ami travelling lumas, engrave prayers upon 
^sla^apd deposit .them at the spot. Tims the obo is constituted, 
'.hnd.; i th,t:':shepiieplg,. the travellers, and the tvilies oil tin* man:]) 
jirppprtjions every time they pass, the heaps of stones 
g3»dually acquiring -%nch colossal proportions ,thafc they have tbpli 
.appearance of monuments. Many Buddhists deposit imagery 
of Buddha, and of Tsong Kaba, the great reformer ; and small^ 
.pyrmiiids of eaihh represent chapels, as I wal informed. Others 



i » i '<11; I* ' 

fA. ^ £■ V. - 


‘l 'HIBBT. .. . ;.,. 

* ^^^iSibrn, pieces torn off 

■^h they tie on to a stick)., or ariythi^^lPg 
; arid when they are making th| 

>^vwf,’«un^>v4^r ap prayer •• 

.-V^\i». - dWey to reach the defile. «»f Kuhehigud-gol- a wQto 
|f||^ire- : told 5 moans “river <*f the narrow place’ we F 

?5 "’si$p of 'the valley. The . rood , which is fairly good, winds' . 
■!■. %!$& spurs rd the mountain, with a view to the right of the valley 
, ' .ijy here the Torgots have their tents, with their flocks and .%?$?:' .- 
^'^biing over <U<S green steppe. The sun is shining in all it® * 
%^i*indour, and its heat seems excessive after the severe eold' of the 
A previous night. We have onlv to look behind' us to be eon v inccd 
’ thdt this line weather will not last, for we can see the darfc ^|»a 
of a storm coming upon us from the extremity of the vauey. the 
' wind howls, the. sleet and then the snow beat down upon u^^ith . 
•■'•vail the severity of winter. Fortunately we have reach ett'ffe' j 
summit ol the. pass — -those ot us, at fust, who have 
for camels come at a. slower rate, and -d^t-taot aJti 

pfehe ••■"■■* ■ . ■■ > ,..<•• 

■ ^v<th% fnty of the storm is intensified at the very momettf'f • 

Mi reackihe- large do which indicates the beginning of thfe dcscept^ . 
alone, and: the opportunity for helping 
the numerous stones with prayers engraved upon them, is too . 

,(■ gvwd 'te 'hte misted. But I had reckoned without the spout ottfcefjp 
I?- mountain, who tuak es my horse so restive that lie will not. m«f£.v 
■IT a - step lorwapsd, T determine. to dismount -and in* hint np «6w£\“ 
where, hut there is nothing .' to he found which would atiswet*; 
purpose;, so I get up again, and once more endeavour to h| 

■ ""him up to the <% but tiny noise of the .stones .striking agl 

one another in the wind frightens him againy and, aftoftysipp 
^stfcichan cap. I have to give up the attempt in despair. . * 

: ./'these incident® did not prevent uss from .meeting in the 
’ beneath tha willows. -of Kahcljigue-gol. •* V, 
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h&T ijf^lBiSjfC' iwfe' • isot ricfe; 
aCfe**hoit|es, cows, and sheep. 


"iapftdL- . ’way back- after .much 

mMtfiflft, /l&*e' : l3['i&BtiMs that we meet have preserveda ikgw 
this jgreat exodns.’ and they tell us that they «aone 
^^p^^tae.. counfay of the Orosses (Bussians), “ where we lefl tfeo 
|^| ^pe of' 'our race. It feahout 200 years that we have -inhahl^l 


■ p„ Tien Shan.” But. they can give us *uo details; they haw 
Egotten the sufferings and the energy of their ancestors. They 
m wgpjr us their ’ square caps with flaps for the ears in sheq)ski|| 
&|l^^ hey assert that this form of headdress comes to them fro® 
l^afinpusianit. This shows how difficult it is to get au®henl$| 
'J^^P^wftion as to the history of Asia. ‘\0 

llt^%aK&:Were not sorry to leave this narrow gorge of the Kabehigo% 
e its wildness and picturesqueness, and its wb^eirfnl 
hich cures rheumatism, and which, is called Archaii 
to say, <(, lhe spring of healing.’* We meet a* le# 
^ ^B BH HR ere. Mongolians of small sJj||K , e, : 'well bjii.lt, with very 
|i|&^»fe*ands and feet— not the broad oHp c*f the toiler; hut the 
hands . of the unc^ttpied;'' "Their head is very much 
' tvhich has ecareely had the 'comers' squared off, their 
are prominent, their eyes are imperceptible, and, 
a B pB yra pwi^fe Profile, -it is .scarcely -possible to distinguishAf- 

a small .^rt Aear the spring, nnder^w^K 


■ fe^estehlishrttent. %m him mM 





' that young Khan, who is the heir of the Torgots, has started ^ 

y:X"J,mLs a start, svc , -merged from the defile on to the rtW 
'■ -to Which km heralded threo-qm»rter« «t a mile id -, ., 

SjaSvSr^ bonAes of wliieh the ca “* 

deiig^pl The change is a very abrupt, one, for 
'kKkvStit:** are- amid stones and sand, with a vast lurnzon.;^^ 
'^^.'te^mtu^hasialready risen, and while an hourago tl^ajr w^>' 

***,» sweat. Marching along , 

• ' bmto'* «^V.toJi|irrfsation,wd reached* surface d*tfce*V 

■; With rt^-beds, where the, Turgots were busy upon the **** * 
harvest, and encamped upon fallow: ground, close to ? fimioim , 
i *** an <* beside it Under the shade of the tneW 
% altar, analogous "&> the ; w tffibe Konians, in the jfegQfi* S#££f 
k' which we can see ashes anjl el^rcoal, ■odonferouit.-.^^h^^ 
feumf fflpca it in honour of f the divinity * Besting, :j 

ivuxikm'Mie 'tree is a whdle . handle of sticks ,wit^,rag9,^nd||MJ^- ; 


■w 






^ $' ' &t* V off stub's 

a«^c^ : 4£: ^ctteat' .^■- : i; be . * rmn W 

A r\ *ffls# 

'He^ca^’-jatJ.^casy glance at me, but without. '■• ^ 
mu tmuring, -and,- standing upright before 
beads; then, going up to the tree, stoops dbwn ^d . rubs Ins 
fetched witlr^e sap which he has let run on to his fmgers from 
the bark. . He next, picks up two or three leaves, presses them in 
Mb hand, .and, having again looked at us, makes of without sa^g 
a word, muttering as he goes, “ Om man<5 pad me bourn -a phrase 
which thousands of men repeat all their lives wdh out under- 
standing its meaning, but believing that they are ensuring oi 
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iM'a' ifefc course m 
ifetej^phing sotBfc'.of. 

! $jffliL. ' Only one of 
j(as ft consideration for gfe*? 
tfoebox which is turned upon 
4fr0$.i light of it with terror d^t^dh 

^®e/<Iiike OhiifeK, ''Wages 
l " fein»d«rtoi? *a»d if the person .■.photog*^| 
ill in the course of the year/ Mkifls^j 
fe : 5S^p3t'to “that box the Europeans lad with t hjj j| 
^observe, that the young nfen in some cases we»sort ■6f«| 
iSament in tfc$4efr e»r> and we are told that this is m, -*»p| 

Hi<mt to marry %6 girl who has received W foUow-eai^ 


CK 5 » lU^nouv. • • ‘ . T 

' ” Qcto&er 3. — We are again ou the steppe, where we see the 
thorny plant, which the nomads call totiia kuiruh (camel’s tad) and 
the sweet yaniag, On which our camels feed with delight whenever 
get the chance. Then the approach to the river Ghfidik, 
■i#^e waters fell into the lake of Karashar, is announced by tents, 
|^iia«d';oultiyated fields. The Ghadik, as it .runs down 
Pfrofe ;^^ien, : Shan,Tamides OveV a considerable surface/- as if 
flighted to he . at liberty in the open plain ; aifd it embraces , ® 
Ifcftt number of' islands which are almost buried beneath a .vegeta? 
^S , "^oicfened by periodical inundations.- encmpfedVia-tJfe 
PU p-gfaga-Of one of thesejdands, our tent being shut by a.t 
!§§*>,■*>{ ‘ .willows, . elm»mamks, ? jujube liquork^f 

-is no trace of ary paths upon this archipelago, fo^ 

. ijjjjjfc been effaced by - the-watwv^jWe^ requisftidned 

sf . %i r e emerged- frhm' fe ,’fet. abfeit 

l • Th» mum of saMi is given -to 
%*wks «• sacloued during tbs Winter, 
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- 'cu&tt) 

w have gone a hundred yards. 
uH»and comparatively win, but hs& fhfepj 


TO W& nave gUiltf U 1 muuvyu r * — ~ ' ; ;•; 

wm*.:*m i : *4 ^a*™* bQt ke5 f ■;§{;?» 

Ijjppath, tfhich has been trodden ia“ ‘by, 

Kfe : 'w^ 7 #^i ; ^as softened by rain, vind9,it^«t#^t*g 
||K' deeper* a^idaBon/ running in -a S.S.E.^ direction, 

4* mo untain chain very abrupt and bare. . >.,■.• .y . ■ :■ _ .%'■■’• 

X • '• Beyond, there is- a sort of valley without; water, , 

■ '■ sMrted by elevations of the soil, whieh ore $$|1 ;of dee# 

]£ kd seem crumbling away, with the 
''; eity whose monuments are falling to. rams. ••• ■ , »• • ' ‘fk, ; 'Al& ; 3, 

: 'h Farther on, in the Wd of the bladr-treej^hw 
;>^e. given.- to a species bf elm planted 
^watercourses, we agRin encpufc 
! rifclongolian Torgots are ;to be found ,b^|.#ey 
j^ota of .the lahdi^hi ch; is not - very., 

|^Xmmber.-of -tall, well-setmp met|with black bushy h fg||| 

&rfj$0KQA oja bWo»w'; ' «» a snch nien “ n ® ev "r|5|| 

l^iS&Jdjav- r Th^ enter into conversation with-'ooeg^ 

«ie. JW>h»«*sa. fashion, and on%'-^ 









5i K* : ^'*cMsa mi 

* ■ 


m M than the M on'gols. We ‘ feel 

:. V'Tf • th#?‘ : T>rt*|Clple 01 national uu. t *'i '* .** ■;*; 

•i» C> ■ * ■' ' -i f n(f tKost! who speak Turkish* v .%■ 

*& *•» — -*• --tii: ”=fit 

m, „ in set uoon his dominions, ami \uu oumw*u , 


M^arates ns from Kouria. ’ 

i' llL and. H yesterday, low »1«* of orumhhng marl, >• 

i’livitiK «ho aspect of turrets,. cupolas, and mausoleums. Bcf 0 
near L the KontsM-Harya, on a height commanding * 
of the plain, we could distinguish the re, name of a 
s 5^t' M dry brick built by Ynloob the ™“’ < 

K- tinumea « the dancer ” by the people of the Jysrglmna r ' 

*?^1 U man was made in the mould to dd’ great thmgs. and, . ; 

, w w « struck with his intelligence vrljpn he bad- a»t> ; 
^jcralsky was struck witti n ^ * fortun^ . 

i* ! '4terview with him at kouria w lb//. 

I^akoob was prodigious, though Ids rise was 

$SLj, man of mature age when he became master of Karitg^, , 

■ "S rltaese Turkestan. During the few year, that £ ; 

^emfd this country he displayed no 

■ ewering it with: useful ■■ buildings, trariug .canals, and orginMpg ,. 

' -m teny after the European model,' havtng recruited thton|h ; 

‘the medium of the Sultan, officers in, all countries of-hurope. 

ne from Turkey, and a iuimber of the present IV, n* 

^ €VU ~ . n B wns ou point of being employed 

Chamber of Deputies was on U> pc i ■ Weened & 

khdroob. Heaven only knows what would hare 
th,» hardy BAeg had not been checked jn hrs ««.. 9«W- 


this hardy U sebeg naa w». - — — - iHBBa 

..ceAainly have got. together the “twelve thousand 



£**<* * *&&■**> 1 ^ r n j , 

Turc<,M»golim State; toft ^“^"*.,"‘5^ i^. 

Ten*®**®.:**#* “ orth ol the V'T’ M “/t. » bevoSl 
JM Aflith Had .decided ** Yakuob was »»* ^ j 

kowk, «w3 it:™, a®, ** b. *•*»■ 

ft. feftM. btobyto, wbi^ «tiU “'*• H ! f c t io f w P J&- 

afaW** by «J«™ Minister, to whom th - U™“- 

allnring prratos, toft they too goo ewe ” t j„jj£ 

,*. t£‘ YaW lifetime the people were dissatisfied at na g 

! U» of the .We of torpor so ogre^bU to fte peog 

,«i»AJia.: Now this same people, which is under t e 

tiffn of the Chinese, regrets tl» "good time » _> . 

"blessed one"), who U spoken of « *»«* *« * §2 

' man, while ft. M* ■>* * ^e"^ tk nv h.®* 

; f rr*r ,t c v "the — 

take ns ? ” • 
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CHAPTER III. 


FROM KOTTRLA. to TUHAllKALIK. 

ai ,° Rw^tv-l’rovi^onma: the C3»«y»n- rurjw - Visit from g» Akrn <&■&$& 
W'Ma Mamliinnudii IVmnuiji -- Mtiaic fa the tAunp-A i’on-st pf Poulars^Cta^al 
K ’^ hr ^ a i,n ^ * i*tchigi^-I)arya— AktiiTTia—Tlw liteet Tarim -Tbo i( % fti 

Z : T? r-; ArkHn - rJftrf l Words and Blows Compared^Talkikihlt^TW ImbM the Ityrfa 

.* ‘ 1 -At IrharLfHiiv < v’ 


October ^—Kounfla is a small 
town situated in a- fine oasis . 1 It is 
traversed by the Kontoh e-Darya, 
over which a wooden bridge has 
been built, connecting the suburbs 
on the left bank with the bazaars 
and the fortress on the right. The 
population is a mixture of, Chinese, 
.Ounguns, and Tarantshis but, 
as the Mussulmans form the ifia.- 
jorit.y, the chief of the town (the 
AHhi) is of that persuasion. IV 
was he who came and laid siege to 
whitu women, ns upon our arrival, not giving us 

’ time to enjoy the satisfactions', hud 

pleasures which an oasis .always offers to those who havV 
crossed fjjie desert. And Kourla is charming, with, its gardens* 
its ^ green trees, its fine river, and its bazaars, where are to , ha 
hnrUd melons, apples, figs, gr&pes, and aprifeots, whieh noifia^ 
like ourselves find so delicious. . . • ; : .;> 



We arrived last night, havinglpaVa stage of nearly thirty- 
miles. , We arc 'lodged in the.' house of a Mussulman, ^ihy 
Russian subject and a merchant in the toWu. 1 y ' • 



■ ? '.iv ’•.'"V: . M ‘ !?'£'$»!• /3&»' ' 

■fP^-XA u. 2aa ■JZmiiite&j.. 


•«. 


a''jg^t^' : ia^^OT^uIsit}ve viidfors. We 
";learafit^..\the • _ . • to . meet ..: at the 


Ifco - f^$Bptirisel' toother concerning as* 
arid The ! cSaf •'; perthissioa to pay us $ visit to-morrbw 
raoruing|' v. '" < . * ♦ • 

We ffod oarselvesin. the first bazaar we have seen since wfe', 
left Kuld|a, and we shall not encounter another after we make a fresh 
start. " So we buy and buy in preparation for Thibet, and, without, 
losing an. hour, hire twenty-two camels to carry our purchases. 
Among these purchases are 1 ,000 Bnssian pounds of bre^d, 
done down in fat and salt, made up into small cakes about as. 


, , , , ■ , f /’H, i 

.; F ' ( >:thiek-;a,S' thb finger and as broad as the palm of a man’s ha.ndi:, 

■ ' The reason of their being made so small is tliat a biscuit cf this 
i size is easy to stowaway; it can, if necessary, be placed up the 
sleeve on the march, for it may happen that while one is munching 
it one may have to pick up one’s gun or whip. Moreover, it repre- 
sents in size almost exactly what the appetite at such a time d(ih 
mands, and not an atom is lost. 'The salt aids the digestion, antt 
the fat is, of course, a preventive against cold. The purchases also . ; 
include 520 pounds of the best flour, which will be kept in reserve, 
for we shall only use 'these provisions at the Jks| exttemity.; 280 
pounds of mutton, salted and done up in skips; 1(>0 pounds of 
small raisins, very delicate in flavour, Writ no. pips, oallbck 
,f kishrnishj” which will be mixed with rice, and only distribute,., 
: ; ]ftter*,wheA the: cold, -the salt meat, the forced marches, and 
: ; the groat -altitude have brought about that state of weakness 
which is so like scurvy ; 80 pounds of salt, plough we are pretty 
safe to find plenty in the desert, on the surface of the ( soil* 
or on the chores of the lakes*; 80 pounds of sesamum oil for 
’tobacco, bag's, pieces W foil, and 0,000 pounds 
of barley for our horses, although the interpreter Abdallah, and a 
man named Parpa, an inhabitant of Kour^'ltell us that we need 
v . . not; concern ourselves about them. . .... ;• • % ,1 







■' v-*- " f V.^.w«W» TmmsTi- 
^rmerlyin theservice 


and we have engaged him 
da with useful information. Thif- Mv^iirer, 
V wi4l^kl4iit.;^fejk board. verv taciturn, and with a trahio-air i* 


board, very taciturn, and with a 'tragic; air,, is 
of ‘the Ferghana, \vb.o came with Yakoob-Beg into 



the camels, and has the reputation of being a1>mve man/ ,y '< > r ,' 
The preparations are rapidly .completed , we have treate^ with 
a Dungan whom we are to pay a high price, but he will Bring, 
wdh him three servants, two ©ungans, and a Turkish Mussul- 
man. from the oasis of Kami. i 

October 7 *. — Beturning to the house* to-day, we find- the •• 
saints of the Jim; who announce the coming of their' master. 
Soon afterwards there arrive, followed by an escort, ■' ‘ 

darins, dressed in the Mahometan style, but with th«;:^Se^,4 
headdress, a globular hat, and wearing the pigtmf wfi^ 
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OF &VVHLA, 


^ ^seatk .&&■ 1^'; sfSifcfe: ’felt which has been unrolled for them, 

■$©• ^estion us, without uttering a word. They 
in Chinese, poiiiely ^kiug as to our health, ... 
us upon having mode .f saijlfcjgfuitoey, and promising •. 








W fa 


■■ whibei# 



£_V - \<i<- 


m p,: wl »lea their 

v ' ' ^jidried limits, molofts, and almonds/ ia. : 

fiOtti of. Turkestan. Wo thank them with /the 
ty for their good nattErc, aud wait to "see what is 
w follow. ,1t is easy to see that the chiefs are somewhat em- 
JsaEjrrassed ; they exchange a few words, aud then Hie one who is 
highest in rank begins to make a rather solemn speech, poiut- 
I put tbat it is a habit to ask strangers for their papers. To 
, I *eply*that it is a very good custom, as it is impossible to 
^ too many precautions with regard to strangers who Come on. 
^ho territory of others. As concerns ourselves, he has seen by 
*f®*’ ®&fds on red paper, and written in Chinese characters, that 
one bl us is' a prince allied to the Kings of the West* and lie 
must be aware the White Pasha has facilitated our passage 
^through his States ; and we hope the /Emperor of China will 
vnot/be left obliging. Although we did not understand why 
should be demanded of us at Kourla, after we had been 
fi|d 1 f®d.to cross the frontier and go through the province of Hi, 
filing, in order^to please him, as he was so kind to us, 
have the general pass, which had been seen by the ' 
province o! Ili. He asked, our leaVe to keep it, 

. gave all the more - readily 'iSeause we know fropi 
*»d others that in China papers aro only of service 
where they are not required. After an intorohUj|gi^f j •,* 
fi m greetings tlje chiefs went off. 

happen to-morrow? W^e foresee complication^, an d 
Kaehmcd, who isinuch affected by all this, fully realises out/ 
position. . He says. ’‘It is the beginning of the ‘old story* ;• |he 
OhihbshAre going to bother ns a* much as they can. . It is «(jjt l. 
Mirj>rM&g ou the part of people wfe'of j»rk.” And so Bachrged. i 
l.rttleft on, leading with opprobrium this people, which allows - 
" omen to-'BS^e wooden legs, which emits an odour intolen^lif 
a true Miisfeulman, and SO oh. . V:. *' ' '* 
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;,7t .jv>, v; 1 1 ■' ' . . ^ ( 

The chief result of this interview St?$p. Wke ns hurry forward 
^7^Ur.|»epae^|oii8, for wo have seen the advance-guard to-day; the 
declaration qf war will he hroiight to ol to-morrow. 

The same evening before sunset the chiefs of Kourla arrive in., 
t; full dress, and, almost before the greetings have been exchanged 
; and the cups of tea served, the Akim tells us to visit the 
: Governor of Karashar before continuing our journey. We reply 
i that the Governor is a person of too little consequence for us to 
turn aside from our^ route to go and see-liin^n “If he wished to 
. a»y anything to us, let him come and say it. M oreover, he must 
have seen our papers.” 

“ Your papers are of no value, and, to tell you the truth, here 
is the order to arrest you which has arrived at Karashar from 
Ouroumitchi.” ‘ ; 

We display great surprise at this, and ask him to let one of 
our men read the order. And then the conversation is resumed 
, as follows : 

;j', •, . “ Where is our pass then? ” 

/’ “At Karashar.” 

“Well, we shall keep your order until you have restored- the 
■ paper we confided to y<m, for you have it in your possession, and 
you are jiot speaking the truth,” 

1 accordingly take the order, put it into my pocket, and: 
request them to go. ■; , k ,. 

' The small Chinese mandarin who had brought it gets 
-as p|tfe f as his yellow complexion permits, and begs us to 
restore it; making a motion with his hand across his . throat as 

, n , j/ , 

much as to . say that he will lose his head if he does not .get the * 

order back,' T^ropeat that lie shall have it if they restore us ^ 

our pa^v. and when they again deny having it wfej piake thfih»}’| 
foaye,.aiying that the sun has set, and, we want to rest. i , ; 

^They go off crestfallen, and a few minutes later one q£ the 
chiefs returns, holding the pass '..in.-.hus .ha^d.. .. -fife offers'' it, far 




Spraph. is reproduced above, and 


?* > ’J* efc<lt lwvl '« tt» IioniW titfe 


A , 1n & the honcawyf^'- 

'w COt (,f th6 

, to .e. *eceited from the. temporary, governor 
,'Ctoceived: ‘At the i». :*f 


,T^y“ 
' tt) 'v'lfu^fUv 






I; in the kingdonTof Fr&noe, 'Kei*I^T^ 

a Chinese passport and on his own initiative, is making 
Lo*pou-ta-cul (Lob Nor). I order the local authorities, 
in no matter .what place the French prints** majs .be found, to 




preveht>him from contimung his rojute and to turh^hh^ih^tek,-.^.) 
Tn consequence of this ordgr in} 1 duty is to send out agents to. 


gather information, and I accordingly direct twO-.pagfnts )tp,. 
proceed at- once to Kou-cnl-li (Kourla), and to , act in coniserh... 
with :tho Mussulman chiefs of this locality in order to inspect . 
the country. If the French prince is met, his progress must be 
arrested, and he must be prevented from penetrating any farther ' 
and compelled to turn back. The agents must not be guilty of 
negligence or delay, under pain of incurring penalties; Tktfr'Jy. 
must not be disobeyed- Twice recommended, and his instructions)) 
are given to Tchahg-Youy,*apd to A-li. They will take care ip0& 
conform to them.. The eighth day of the ninth moon of iW /’? 
fifteenth year of ICouang-Sin. Valid until the- return, to be) 
afterwards given hack and annulled.” 

I might, with reference to this order, say a good deal as 
the perfidy of the Chinese with regard to Europeans of all kinds, ; )• 


even to Europeans who have behaved generously towards man* )• 
darins. But it would be a waste of space, for in the course of : 
this narrative the reader will have opportunh.es of appreciating ') 
at Its proper value the administration of provinces remote from b 
the, frontier and the coast. On the northern frontier, 
encQnlforSj side by side with the mandarins, Russian consuls t^mi)).,, 
command not only respect but obedience, while on |he coast thVre ; 
areictohkuls and persons of all nationalities who maintain amicable , 
relations with the mandarins. Butin the interior of the empire 
f^lhe situation is not the same. 

i 4 ’ Ocpb&r S.^-Tbe chiefs of Jvourla, with the Akim at their, head) : 
return to jsee us again, and we restore to them the order. re- 
peat that ige catoot continue our route, ^e-reply 


§0m 

rM 

7 ?' 


: ■' 


*i-->.402tOK8 THIBET, 


r ' : ' 


going to the Lob Nor, where we wish td&i^oy': 
the ehase/'CJj^ien we are ready, we shall load our beasts and, 
'• un ^ i^; any effort is made to st op ns by force there wlfl ' 

r ^ l ^ Kop&hedy and the blood will he upon their heads. Wif/" 
cril-doers wo do no barm to anyone, and why should 
en i°J ^ lc immunities accorded to the smallest of trader^? 
tell the Afom that this is our ultimatum, and bid him 
He hangs his head down, and, dropping the Chinese 
language in his emotion, says in his native Turkish: — “Jam 
only executing the orders given me. 1 do not wish you any 
harm. I can see you are not had people. What would you 
have me dor’ I am in a cruel position, for my life is at stale’. 
Truly, I am like the nut between two stones : by Allah, I am ! ” 
And, he heaves a sigh which does not seem to be affected. 
,, v ,7:Help;'me,” he went on to say, “ I will go to Karashar and 
h 1 ! superior. Let one, of your party come with me; he villi 
„> explain things, and, by the help of Allah, matters will all be 
arranged.’' • .» . 

S! '"'“ It is impossible* to do as you ask. Jkimf I reply, ‘’for ^he , ! 
explanations are already given. We do not in any wav recoguise 
.your sUb-prefect; and the step would Lx; quite useless” for if <m<Q 
. ;df us were to go to Karashar and your superior persisted ^ 
^^pping us, we should start just the same.” .'$*£ 

’!% The chief and his companions then rose and took leave ofu^?J 
Qpiober 9.— A fresh visit from the Abtin, who insists, witlJ^tSiSi 
pietty fan air, upon our retracing our steps. Upon our ca', 
^Orically refusing, he gets up, without pressing the matter -jj 
further, and says that he shall have to resort to fora. — a 
which makes us laugh; 

, . ihe Akmhnl of the Itussian subjects iu .Kourla t 

* voiies, and tells us that he, has been threatened with’ rrvr 

chain put round his neck and being- dragged off to Karashaii^ 
■fiends us assistance. A strong force arrives from Karashar 
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reinforce ihfe feebly garrison of Kourla, wbictt consisted of sixty 
^ soldiers, who e'eem to its more or less stupefied with opium. 

We hurry on our preparations for starting. The purchases 
are completed, the saddles for the camels are sewn, and there is 
* nothing to delay us any longer. At nightfall a delegation & 
chiefs, comprising the Aksakrd, come and make a formal remon - 
strance with us, hut at last they see that we are firmly resoW : 
not to let oursel ves be stopped. 'Mfy. 

After supper we let the men sleep until midnight, an^ : 

- then wake them up and give them orders to get all the loads 
ready, and not to utter a word. All the preliminaries of the start 
^u-e soon got through. A few hours later I. get up without 
^making the slightest noise, and satisfy myself that for the nonce 

the soundest sleepers have sharp ears. 

0eh,Jer 10 -~ At daylight all our camels and horses are ready, 
well shod and well saddled. The news of our starting soon 
spreads through the town, and the caravan is organised in the 
presence of a multitude which invades our courtyard, and tfhieh 
we are obliged to drive out with a good stout stick. Some pick. 

, pockets have managed to sneak up to our things and steal wlrnt* 
e®r they can conceal about their persons. We prevent* the 
iSfcurrenee of this hy creating a void about us. Our attitude is,' 

: ^he same tune, a warning to the mandarins that we are 
Iflpparod for any eventuality, as yesterday. 

8 g been sent to the bazaar to procure a few delicacies, 
man returns and says that fjpnerchants are of opinion 
4kuu has armn & ed the matter very well, since he has 
* t0 write to Karashar. I forgot to mention yester- 
w(. had promised to send a few lines of explanation 
b-prefect of Karashar. In this letter, which was 
jnto Turkish and Chinese, we stated opr intention 
& 4 $K>ot in the neighbourhood of the Lob 1ST or, where 
’■ki'f i ;.v 'j- p* • Wri^n long enough for all fche.anecessary papers 





«,teu'c ipim JVlda or elsewhere, The Akim's fritfuds 


’j&noss THIBET, -v -- - 

- - — .* »>o Ainu’s friends 

. f mi be h^ xmn^ed matters very adroitly, that be has gained ^ 

P' : ln Kll0rt ’ f ° us ‘‘ Uu ‘ lau 8 ua gw of , ; the cornitrfj 

r ", . ''*>» Mthad the wit to preserve the face and to add a pltime 

: f r - jo ms bat . ■ ’■ _ ' v . 1 -5; : . 

Tht* loading of the beasts of burden is completed, the presents ’ 

; ^ 1° w !>«*, ami acipuimtanecs, the men leapj 

•1- ! '* “> *• «■* NhU to tlK-ir beards, exchumirS 

: ;|y" A ; ld > ls f rf,at • An <* so ro«/e lor the Lob Nor. ^ • " : 

h* m, ‘ n ° “* ?? ’ U ' j n " !l ° Sr<i r,du ‘? t}le ,x *st horses go on in front, 
>ry arc told not to low, sight of the leading camel- driver, and 1 

™“ *“ h ° m «"V« » ;i, “™ theyaretogallophatk*. 

■■ , , ‘™"7 f'* fl “ ,: u ’ H* 8*1*. KiduMtfwill go on abaft 
of all the mt, to «e (or hta*H Now ft, caravan gets 

'•S'.', f* 0 "’ ail<1 P w *« d » *»>j n| o"g the street; camels pack 
:^-te «te «otl« » swinging their necks and 

is ff tnm «*>. they methodically stretch ont their 

^ ogs gmt ndfcent to the teasing „t the Chinese, hut ' 

. feeing perhaps the warmth of the superb autumn snn. 

y On such a delightful ,lay I feel that nothing unpleasant can 

r r t0 r Si K “ tU " iS ‘“"'tigh, and smiling L'tlt Whd" 
the camels are chewing the cud after their meal of the sweet 
"oiiiJUo grass, I am run, mating ,„i what remains tn be done and " 

WO.c.ng .nward'yat having), eg„„ ft,, second slage of on^u^l 

... nlnel, wdl fcrnunale at %I„,|, Nor. While watching ft,T^i • 
posted on the „S.!,, and & wumeu with unveiled W who 
p, clung through ft, hnltopcn doors, replying at, the same time' 

, L:: . 1 *. * — - **& 


face, and by a braml^liing of i 


ID V 


tZ7trT* ° ya "’""W"** of whip- to another ** 

eountitst I 4 • am . mai,,dwl of from simiff ., 

Bokhara ’ and 'in at * bound to TurieasfeiA, .-/: 

ii*' th e - rt bere tlie KaiAe filCf ‘ s > same ' 

ft? ssuue <lttltuu,:!) as I can distiuguish. ; the, .. 
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odours emitted ftoaS -ilie'''i^l';fir|»!E^?rit • '' 
j&faT our beads is of the same inimitable blue, which even the 
turquoise cannot reproduce. It seems impossible that our 
; johrnejf should be rudely interrupted, commenced as it is in such 
. bright sunshine; the earth presents itself under too smiling ai^, 
aspect to deceive us afterwards. . '•-'sjf'K 

For a little way we skirted the crenellated . walls of the 
town, against which are built various earthen huts with creepers 
• growing up them, and then wo said good-bye to Kourla and 
nuffo, southward. • The road which leads out of the oasis k> ; : 
dusty, and branches out into paths which get lost in the -'Y 
desert, as rivulets exhaust a river before it has reached the enfc| 
of its course. ' % 

■«; -Ghi arriving at the last of the mklk, we bought some sbeepfrogj 
..dipgj&l of the M'xahd of the Russian subjects. Although we ate' 
ji.eeri^iin of having enough to feed men and beasts as far as the 
A or, it is as well to have with one a small tiock of fat 
sheep, as a matter of 'precaution ; this, again, will enable us to 
purchase others of the uatmus at a lower figure for our daily con- 
sumption, lor when they see that we are not at their mercy, they 
will not put up their prices. „ 

October 11. —We had loaded some of our camels when we saw 
dust rising on the plain in the direction of Kourla, and 
presently recognised the chiefs of Kourla in full dress, acvorru 
by several horsemen. When they got dose to our 
|k<\ they politely dismounted, and one of their attendants 
to ask for an audience on the part of his masters. This 
|j|y once grunted, and the chiels advanced with, a certain 
Jp ". of -haste, no doubt to signify thereby that they were 
^^P;ifche influence c^some strong emotion. They had smiling 
sho<>k 1,a «ds cordially with us, and leaned forward as 
whole attitude being one of sympathy. They 
Mwlio; s<K)'ner seated themselves on the white felt which bad been 



iWlI ' ^ oss ’ r nmsT ' 


h^ftur,'the younger, oftes .remaining on their*V. 
^®b',S»nt 'of deference*, than they hastened to tell us that they had'-* 



natives of x.Axyi xyia ,\p. o&X 


come as friends, and that they wished- us a 

Jww/ifK 1 ‘ n* ’ 
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’ovm inelina- 


,!^Kteasl»Hr, but. hud '< dope' «# 

/ '. ‘' 'tions. . They eoulcl 
and honest people. 

/ Jkim.vm. a very good feJIpw into the ear of 
one of but men that we should do weli$oinark our gintitudu^cL.c 
forgiveness by a few little presents, such as our hosts at KdiSrla ' 
bad received the day before. 




Wo t^^ed them politely anti gave orders for presents to be 
ftaetad tp the chiefs as souvenirs of our visit, and at the sumo 
■tlinll'hsked for a guide to introduce us to the people we should 
meet on the way, and who would facilitate the parage of the 
EontOhe>t)arya, a river, which has no bridges or ferries, and which 
, has to ho crossed on a raft. ’ « 

Wfe were at once furnished with a-mari of about sixty, named’ 
|-!Ata liathmed, thfe same who formerly accompanied Prfevalsky in 
dihis excursion to the Lob Nor. Our interpreter, .Abdullah, recog- 
nised him and assured us that Eaehmed was the best, of men.' 1 '' 

V -Formerly attached to the person of Yakoob, he passed into the >'• 
service of the Akm of Kburla. - » -■ ;: v ;i ' . ' % 

vs-. After having deceived our small gifts, the chiefs rose to their 
'/^•feetj, wish«*d;us a safe journey once more, and pressed our hands 


p effusively ; they then mounted their horses and cantered back 
.'^ards JCourla, while we 'packed up our things, and regained 
^^g.cavavan, which was making its way tbwai^$ the dike village 
®':bf Tchinagi. . 't .[ 

t0r l ; ^nch is the end ? bf what I must style a “ mattdarinade,” for 
this is the only name to give to the series of worries to which 


^v#^;^|.iaese' ngwpdaribs treat Europeans in order to prove to them' 

nh^^dminMrUtion,’’,'.. I, related this 
riwchia d&ll; perhaps; but I believe that I shall 
a..'.'aaryioe'.4o' future travellers by showing that it is not 
, ^hM.|h?^nlarihed at the threats. of the mandarins, and that oup 

this region of/ the Cbms& ¥ 


‘A'' 



■W'" . 


;.w 

.■Ik***:- ::-v . .. ,y ••■■£■ • ^ \ 

^Wjfrtt'e, 'that one keeps clear \p£ 

«ittes, wheiee 4 countless population does not scruple, to commit 

& wj.‘ ' - ,. v -. . 1 y ’ 

of Cowardice and ferocity with the certainty of escaping 
iisljment.: k 

i-fter nine or tea miles pf the desert, we bivouacked near the 
je of Tchinagi, on the banks of a canal planted with willoyrp. 

M* Tchinagi the aged Ata Bachmed got together a score of 
sibegone men, whom we promised to pay well if they would help 
US to construct our rails on the Kontche-Darya. Among the 
number was one who had the broad face of the Kirghis, the same 
small eyes, scanty beard, and guttural way of speaking. On being 
questioned, he told us that he was a native of the neighbour- , 
hood of SemipaJatinsk, and that, having come into the country 
in Y akoob-Beg’s time, with one of his brothers, lie had married 
there and settled in it. “ That’s like me, ” exclaimed our Jtussian, 
Borodjin; “I served at Kuldja and then at Djarkeut, where ,! \ 
married, $ud J. never returned home to Tobolsk” I note this 
trifling ‘incident in order to point out that on many occasions 
All; -have 'pb^erved that Bussians and Turks move from place % 

• place ve^: l^adily, and especially that they soon abandon.. 
idea bf returning to their native country, even when they 
left it more or less under compulsion. To inhabitants of the 'to 
and monotonous plain, with horizons as boundless as those 
” the sea, it matters little at what point of the ocean— for st 
the plain really is— they may live , they want only a few bj| 
trees, lighting up the landscape with their silver truujes 
river full of fish, the banks of which, covered with reeds, If 
shelter to water-fowl aid ; wild boars, and with' that -4*1 
patches of cultivated ground around the small wooden or affij 
httt. " • ’ A*' "■ v ^ ' 

The inhabitants of Tchinagi, who resemble tthe Sarthiaus ;bf 
$|fkesl!*m, say that they came from * Andidjan — 
friflxa.Berghana— about a hundred, years ago. > This ** 1 ^ ' 








ling definite, -T 




,6»f 


^ ’• have ■ said, are 


'. incredibly negligent tt » •*’ • '■;-' 

■ v'v An -old man feilked' t6''«i;w^R^|»f%hom lie had seen, in 
the country, Ibid we know, as a matter o| fact, that some of' the 
Old Believers came as far as tfie Lob §for in search o|gand a lajgg;; 
v time ago. Then wwlistened to some singers who played upo#^. 


i:- : i^e-str|nged: guitar, aifd, as we were free in distributing tea miff 
hrice, a good part of the village surrounded us, our mien dancingto 
the sound of the accordion, after the eustdtn of their country, abd 
the evening passing in festivity. Even our old camel-driver, calmed 
away by the music, executed a rude sort of a. dance with his 
.feeble legs, the Ohinaman being the only one who did not stir. 

our asking him to give us a specimen of the dancing in bfe* 

■ district, he replied 4 

“Oh, we don’t dance; we amuse ourselves by sitting dowh 
and doing nothing,” 

“ And what is your music like ? ” 

“Oh! our music is very similar to that which you hear,?’ 
I^nd he etid^yours to prove this by singing an air, bu| 5 the 
;!$P$prt is so unmusical, despite lvis extreme seriousness, that we 
1 cannot help laughing outright. It does not take much to amuse 
'Caveliers. - • 

After having crossed a strip of desert, we soon reach a regular 
f^grest of poplars. But they are not the same trees as the French 
>lars ; fgr these grow on the sand, the hark is all wrinkled, and 
hollow* trunks are covered all over with bindweed. Their 
varies very rnuph, for the leaves are oblong in the lower 
fljid. resemble those of the willow, while above they are 
ordinary poplar. It is with -these trees that we 
oar rafts, and this will increase the dk&;,i 
for i\\\$Pojwlu9 tfivewtifolia is potous and dry 
although its bark is, f ^lacemelyi hard, while if xl remains 

IWater it sinks.to the^th>rhA4'- : 4?' ' 



.'Hiidr.v? 






i by . tlaitik bundles 
;\ Yb^raft will only be put into the water at the last moment, ■. 

iyiJj^this conjuncture our .Russians, accustom #to tbe water, like alj , 

' 4}ipir 6>ltaw.frmr>+ rflioait tf/notr hiciaI'iiI A . f > -Li" J# ' ■ 


■ fellow-countrymen, are very useful to us. As to RaobmO&, : 
who lias nearly, been drowned on several occasions, and who. has a 
horror of nil kinds of navigation, be bemoans his fate, and implores, 
a very comical face, to be allowed to retrace* his steps,’ Cfey 
ho is sure he shall be drowned. ; 

Oc/oM- 12.' The evening is spent in getting together the 
frees which have been cut in the forest, or which have been 
bidden away on the river-banks. r I hey have already been used for 
making iufts, and tbe natives drag them to our camp with oxen 
v October 13 . — The smaller baggage is loaded in canoes, and 
: a sort of ferry is organised by means of rafts. The raft is' covered 
with earth to place our camels under the illusion that flhey are ! 

They are not at all fond of the water, and it is 
eveiruedessary, in <#der ito get them on to the raft, to prepare a., 
;Jwrtlof landing-stage with stakes and faggots] for the bank> steep. 

jjAf the first Attempt we succeed in getting two camels on to the 
: <d§$^ ' W0 ^ ee l* ^ ICir heads down by pulling at the ring placed in 
■ their noses, lire raft >s pulled across by a rope, and when the 
^•jwstougers have been landed, it, {* brought back to the iaudsfigvld 

f ^^ige by means of another rope. But this’ time tjere is tWit: 

• eldest, difficulty in getting a camel to advance ; persuasion, 
blows aro alike powerless, and at Jast the beast, 


be carried. But it slips backwards, its hind legs dropping 
fiie- water, while tli^, rest of its bo$y reftiains on the 
thi " posture it is pulled across, like #ehoo]boy 
d<hs!;. So we go on until they b^ve. been got 

^ as as fbe sheep swimming across* . 1 



prayers' ft> which they are callea-^ their moiiah. : , 


very g. 


The 4 natives again, speak' to ns of 


■Reg, and it is 


dear they regret him very much. They would like to 



CAM U K ON Till: TAIUM, 


delivered from the Chinese, who, they say, “eat dogs, and even f 
y^hildren.” 

” v . By nightfall the' crossing of the Kontcld- Darya is 'com-;, 
^y&etefband wh distribute numerous “tips ” to the workmen who 


yh^yeb^ii employed, leaving them also a couple of sheep. 

. A^t|ie, Huns and the Tartars mostly had horses, they were 
-y’»W;i|^'..iwas8 -the 'rivers and streams pretty easily. The armies 
elephants could ■soon construct rafts, as these 
, . ajihtt^f'could drag trees dong with their trunks, and probably 
■ . hauledthe baggage, and even people, as almost certainly happened. 

crossing the Bhone. dp»e*. camel df Cen$$|j 



■ TRIBE#: 


made, fbf-.-a without' water, and 

:rs t5lat he **&y .^iSiwd%.:of them. : . •*/• 

m *>**■<* ¥-or by the itinerary W i4 -‘ j5 * MK * : 


pers 

^-.'Yre make for 1 

• * v , ■;&*.; times, however, we a*6'''OOijge<if 

peye Irqni .it/aa inundkfibtts have modified the aspect‘:ofllg 
aad We prefer tnakihg » ddtour if ,ve can thereby i*i|- 

„ |rtraSh“g a Mtt. . ! 

1ft it 14 ~ t 0ur * *T U *“"* ** **"•» ™o*. wHi 

K or poplare, at Wt in l""?*'?* 

r? w th " sets: 

til, saline hoiJ, into which the foot sink, as -into ushr. T 
; S *«ra liSbt erect. The trees are loci £ 

A *he ifternL we c^Tthe S‘“' I| Ml ‘ an<1 ** In 

'm- another 1 „ /t , “ T*? *• ** 

■: -a ^ w hich i, 

£J* veiy well eafcfied tit ! ““ *"*- # ? ' 

;*t*ve the*? For 0 ur bivouac ,„ L'r'! “““ay which we 

»: We will rid bis of the 

*. under our coverage. There is an abundauce of wateriW ’ - n ■ 

geese, ducks, te»l, ahj cormorants in tile reed-beds This ’ •’ * ' ’ 

is very spareely inhabited. , »' “d beds, -i h« region .,;. 

tip ■ °1**, M - T ovday we Start per Aktarma, which is noted Si *' 
fcevalsky's map, ft » always the same sandy 

<& -i M j t£ Ti sr ,ia ' 

thmarisk-trees, Which I, arc’ heihwl f IT x * < 

f : . -r»rs£a£ ' 

d^ lt° sV*“ V means ° f to roots «”> moving en,Sl»l|r. 

Jesert.'Sntehmo, as it were with tentages, littlf 

i . .., - ,fv ■ •„ ' i ^ , *-• . . , * ■ , ■ ‘yirw-.St 


' »<aiid 


them,, found and tin; wind 

\.\: couvW^^^mo a diminutive jjie^^ftj^ilery for bmc^iiig the 
fortress. ^ The pools at^ very numerous, lemling to the plants 

• the sustenance of their moisture, ami making the ^truggle ]e#j|| 

• unequal. <:" ", '." v " ... :■ .'. , . ' '' )W, 

v Coming to our first halt, we are advised to make to ourf* 

right, in a westerly direction, and we thread our way between'' 
pdolg and pieces of water which remind one of fragments t‘f. 
river which have suddenly come to a stop, for, when .the 
wind ruffles: the water, one would imagine that it was flowing, 
while when the wind drops it is still. But our horizon, up 
to the present rather narrow, opens out; and the plain upon 
which, we enter is, as we are told, that of Koul toakraify&oul. 
We, see green djhldnx of a very respectable size, while the 
prickly broom waves its white tufts in the depression of the 
soil, and between the low sand-hills runs a line stream of clear 
water glistening in the sunlight. This is the Tarim, which flows 
along, as if fatigued by its long journey, towards the Lob Nor. 
One can guess without, much difficulty that a large lake, or a 
number of pools, will he formed, for this river has no outlet into 
.ocean. 

' yl: - Marching away from the Tarim, in the afternoon we arrive 
at Aktanna, indicated in the desert by groups of poplars. A 
, . ,herd of cattle announce our approach in a very disagreeable 
maimer, for they make a stampede in front of us, raising a column 
"“pi idiist. They are animals of very small stature, and exceed- 
ingly agile. We see men cultivating small patches of ground 
^ampregimted with salt, not,, far from the score or so of huts which : 
constitute what is one- of the most important towns of the Tariim 
These huts, made?: off needs twisted into hurdles and mud, are for 
th^ present deserted, * 

chief of Aktarma, surrounded by hi* council, offers us 
iawpid melons, and inquires after pur health. These 
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; i AT A,nwAN ON " Wi-kovi^,, , WF , (jJ m) 


Otie would iuiagiuc them to bo outlaws who had com* froju hi 
' Cej Sett] l f 1 ' 0 from weariness M wandetfhg: 

Trtr ly ‘T 1,UUCks by Mthey 
qg***-" l rf that the Emir TimoiS 

- . d ^nuck, ; whe»ce-it,ist4o;.be concluded, fud-in- bvW» 
, toirn of our mtetyreter. that t%nntion has possessed at le^M 
^reat men— the Emir Thaour^ since dlimct and aSS' 
our^terpeter, the greediest of created beings ’who , s k4 e J^ 

^f t hm S v " Belw " for his own consnmpton, and who’mH- 
ifjp, ill from oathlg too iuanv. ■ -t . ■* 0 1 ' 








- remains 

l.jfii* .frightened away 

Jpjjppte of Aktarpa. Bat it" v #|S^aj)pear that at this season 
^l|pjpuiatiah migrates with its flocks ahd herds to the banks' 
b:.M :, 0& -'Ijjarim ambits pools, men* women, and children fishing, 

•'•• -'jibootui^faiid drying fish for the winter, while the cattle and 
. sheep; ar^Jfeeding. 

..J;.:;j.^''. Bejtoi|d'the'.wx>od men are at work digging the ground with 
4i^.®ame' simple implement which one meets with among all 
.. . piwitive peoples, consisting of two pieces of wood. The savages 
/' dnyeiried itifirst of all for delving into the earth and^obbing it of • 
its treasures. Here the people grow wheat, but not-enough for 
.' '/'-.thpfefeod ; they have, therefore, to go and buy more at Kourla, 
where they sell . sheepskins, dried fish, and a coarse sort of cloth. 

- They- grow a little + barley for their horses, which, though hot 
4 Bdaijerous, are sturdy and good for their size. . : 

•• ; Vfctober 17. — The plain across which w*e . are trat'ellmgiilwith 

ips grey ;Oetober sky, forms a typical Ikunerauian landscape^ and - . 

! one might fancy oneself on the shores of the Baltic or of the 
*:;,i.'>Hprth Sea. The horizon is flat, water extends everywhere, and 
lowlands seem to he floating on the surface, while the banks 
river are too low to regulate its course. It seems 
puglva mere scratch would suffice to open a way for the Tarim. 

.j : : stream is constantly overflowing, or rather it spreads out and 

-pool's or lakes in a hundred different spots, as is evidenced. 

. name of the village of Yaugi Koul (the “new lake”). 

^ approach this place along a dusty road, shaded by reed*beds 
luorns, and running through ground with a good deal oTsalt ,• 
iss^iirface; and we have to wind in and out no as to avoMl the 

.is’ perched upon the slope of a sandhill on the ,i 
hank,.i^d the walls. Of. the houses, fery irregularly* built, < - 


thpy ;were slipping down, towards .^.e tiyer. Oar arrival, 




l^.oii^.'Wi^^lKdo'population, .Which; ci 


a good look 
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our ;tea. The wom«Sit«1 

': ^°ss the Steffi, which its nearly 500 feet wide, .***»?* 
jump int$ the water and tack up their clothe* *0 as to rea 

- x r,” — 'm 

woJe ot Sana which hues the course of the Tarim. The 
do, who hare hoots or shoes (in their feet, yet themselves cufiried 1 ' 1 . 
across, or come over in canoes. They bring presents with 
including fish, both fresh and preserved. One lad lias brought a 
y^ild goose alive, and when, while refusing it, wo make him a ;, 
present, lie shows our gift to the others, and the dee is broken, " 
I lie natives come so close that I have time to evamine them, 
and can .see j;hat they are a mixture of all races, with noses and 
eyes of all shapes 'and colours, us in any Targe town in the YVelst. 

I detect some typical Kirghiz, thick-set, with scarcely perceptible 
eyes, salient cheek-bones, and scanty boards; Sarthiatr- v, ith finer 
lignies, and black, bnshv beards, while grey eyes are not rare. 

A fail man with a very fresh oompl»*y;ou and light eyes wears, a 
turned-up cap on his bead, and * «••• Siberians thenise! vos are 
strrfok/ by Ins resemblance to a Russian. Moreover, wo are , tofd 
that the Bussiaus have becii here. 

Opr jnesenee excites the greatest curb -s; f y and the canoes aye 
kept busy, bringing the whole of the male population ; while tlie 
..women, clustering on the opposite bank, watch the spectacle, and 
doubtless wish' that the . etiquette of tlunr sex did’ not, prevent 
them from coming across. These people bring us. some cxetdf|W 
^nelons and, boileu lish, the meal being hurriedly prepared 
us. When we eat, the 'crowd kneel down and watch 
; almost reverent interest They exchange remarks in g 
and appear very jd cased to see us, but one of then" 

’‘Had you been Chinese, we should have mad- c 
inaking a few presents, wo encamped some distance farf| 
high ground, which is rather drier,yw\ 

Ocfpfar IS. — 'We traverse Oolong Koul, where t.b*v. ; l 
lv irgluadby decent, accords us’ a hearty reception in | 




• 'TJT# \ <■: 

Vf.tikade of withes plastered with mdii. biff^^ffkome furniture in 
his house, including a wooden X on, which the Koran is 
pl#ed, a mat which , he unrolls-, and which serves both’ as cloth 
and table, cushions made oat of • real silk, taken from the stem of 
‘v the Iv.h'uja '{(Htclepim), and bags made of a sort of wild hemp 
t which is very abundant in this region. He drinks his tea out 
i^hf-yltasligar cups; and has. several wives, being altogether an 
important personage. Although we decline his proffered sheep, 
wa offer him in return a present; it is always well to encourage 
generous intentions when one is travelling. 

We were able to observe here the action of the "wind upon the 
saiids of the Tarim : they are lnbng slowly driven towards the 
-north-west, for the prevailing wind is the south-east, *, though 
one from the south-west is said to Mow occasionally. The aged "* 
chief who gives us this information tells us that the people 
pay a tax every year to the Chinese, lie acting as intermediary 
the! ween the former and he chief at Kourla. The impost is 
levied upon the crops and the stock, a tenth of the former- and a 
fortieth part of the latter. 

■ • Odolnr Iff The route does not vary. Whenever we quit 

* the hanks of the river we return to the desert, through planta- 
tions where the tougrak trees, exuding their sap, which the 
A>&ttiives employ as soap, lift their contorted heads, and post 
. ; tin du lnt mg sandhills driven along by the wind, but at so slow a 
• t i'gac^ that (ho natives do not notice their advance until after many 
years. Tim incidents of tin- route are the occasional securing of 


a bird or a mammal which goes to enrich our collection. Game* 
isyfaitly Abundant. First it, is an antelope which springs up 
-.and is bagged, or our menu is varied by a hare 
.pheasants. Then we see a wolf, at firsts 
for a dog, stealing through, the rushes, or the fresh if 
*’K er > " hioh makes us take extra, precautions at night, 
some'.^cross European birds, too, such fiiddfuressp,ptl Istths, 



■■ \U^-y ■■. y y } ->f . - jqb'0h. fuiBET?. 4 • 

whilp there i-> "no Jack of waterfowl. We have excellent camping-- 
"'•'Jground. .though the 'water is often hath and not a day that 

dofe idht Make some of our men ill. They are forbidden to 
:,i drink Water on the road, unless it is running, and even in that. 
^•Ckse it is necessary to be very careful, for there are nvfdd 
rivers which are more or less poisoned by the vegetable mattet*' 
iu their beds, and by other plants which, growing on the bankgi? 
die and fall in, undergoing decomposition and sowing tile germtj! 
of disease, 

October 20y--A strong wind from the south-west brings a 
little snow by way of warning that winter is at hand, and as we 
, sit round the lires at night the con vomtion turns upon the lofty 
plateaus, Our interpreter in his vanity exaggerai es the difficulties 
ol the route, for, as he is the only person who has gone through * 
a winter in these regions, he regards himself* as a being of some 
special essence. In the village of Tchigali we halt in the hut of 
the chief. This village received its name from the abundance, 
of ich iff aft which the natives found when they settled horn/.; 
;%herever. we go we encounter this plant, as well as the poplar,?' 
thb tamarisk, and the jujube-tree, and it gives a special character* 
tothe valley of the Tarim, 

October 21. — Before entering the desert, widely, 1 j«.h to h|f| 
crossed to get to A'iriligane, we go through regular jjfipMs ><j|P| 
tc/tv/a., yi)i this the natives weave garments, the work, being '•;( 
always executed' by women. The grains of tlw “ silk plafi^ ? , 
the asdejm^. of Europe is called, arc ‘surmounted • by” 
substance, as soft to the touch as the finest velvet, Cushyiii?i . 
manufactured from it, and it also makes a very ' soft l^d/Ta^' 
' children ; and when the dark and hard pod which cotrtainfP^'. 
|:gr»iiptis pressed, these emerge all at once in th| shape of a boiujuef 
I pf great delicacy, a| i Under the influence of a magician’s wand, 
Qctobcty .—The event of to-day is the visit of a chief who 
offers ps presents consisting of melons, fish, onions, ajuT carrots; 
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.qmv>ts excite • . It '’••being a Ion" time 


•'. • yfwjp&Z-' ’ ggremrux; mirUI^SUUgia^ ueUl 

seen any of these ercelfenf Vegetables 
* \ ' ' fitfcipr 2tf.-~We are still in ilh«' dessert, ’and can see the 
;. Tanm Sowing lazily along between its banks, all white with salt. 

, 4 : kill an enormous wild boar and some gazelle#. The day is 

^v'F one, after a minimum of 10° of frost at night, 

: whereas during the day the temperature rises to 79° in the^hade.' 
The sky is overcast, and with the aspect of autumn w» have the 
warmth of .spring*. r , , t> 

,■/ Omfar 24. —Once more we are on the bajuks of one of the 
branches of the Tarim, and have, no difficulty in constructing 
two rafte, one with a treble row of trunks pf kep, the other;, 
with canoes brought to us by the natives, who are more wretch ed-* 
looking than those who live higher up the river, more suspicious, 
and more .savage, They are amused and alarmed at a mere !/ 
•, nothing, and even Our camels inspire them with such terror ; 
thoy 'will not go iio&r them. , - ■ }: i 4| 

j|£,; The “en of Arkan (this being the name of the place) *jg* 
{,;&*>* wretches all in rags, dressed in pieces of coarse doth ao|$ 
fragments of a wadded coat, having on their feet abareax, boot^l? 
|^jtinoit any- heels, or strips of stuff wound round their legs. 

... They are of a very marked type, being small, dark, and very agile, 
showing little muscle, with skinny legs, and the calf high up 
: ' towards the knee. They have broad faces, salient cheek-bones, 
dW. ® ma11 r0Urul eyes of a dark colour, white one is struck by 
Ip.long nose, coming down to a chin ending in ^.yery .scanty 
f Ille,r c ^ iet ‘ ts are followed as if by hunger* their rnpuths . 
•©wy large, with The corners puckered down, and with thick over- 
g^ingbps. thep- necks are long and thin like those of the 
l^^orants, which they resemble jn the, sense that; they are 
^’5^ ofi>0 °4 from the hour of thei|, birth, ,Their ’ teeth, ,;f 
!$?•'* ru !; e f. are yellow, decayed, shortr ; . and . worn sideway * % 
from . ..gnawing at dried meat and nmrjiching graifa. 
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'Jc ^ fcTOii of intelligence as they ltf*/ thW'S 

tk ir node of honour. The Dungan camel-driver abqsew fib 

i W *** “” e of thc mm * into «* »**9l 
r*r a * « *% ^ <*» * m™, w Js| 

on hi, head, and Ultimate their intention of goin- m Y The# 
mU not do anything for him, and we are compelled to interve^ 

• , ^d exp am that ho » only hired by ms, and that in 7^7 
• ... «s they are working. So they set, to work again, hut onlv 
on the condition that the Dougin keeps away from them " ' 

so happens that this morning, by way of >oishinp them 
ir some careless act, Parpa took a stick and beat .some of tbeni " : 

^ f >ing * ngiy ’ the y Oteml excuses anO 

the meaning o/thk *“”* ra ^ d one their greybe^| 

SunZ-> d ° J9U 8UJ n ° thi1 ^ tu Pa ^ - d '# °»W with the| 

“ Pafpa is a Mussulman, a wtmi, like ourselves.” 

But the Dungan is a mini too ” 

he 3 C “ 0t “• for 1,e *»» •* P*WI ia» a Chinese; v 

in s ,! k m eir ***"**' and kn0W * '"'thing of' ours, except i 

' ^ Whereas Parpa is one of our acquaintance*, he- speaks" 
our langunsy and does «„f ; ni .„n „ ■ ■ 

F„l™. .i , , ‘ ,nH ' lt,, “ r m ' ,tl,W5 or the tombs of oar 

, Uwbca ' *« »™ »ko. made such a stupid blunder and 

ll zr*, ?** 7 iS ' ,0t * 

■ . ,k, and, Ik, sides, blows are not like the words wliioh pro/ : 

coed from an evil heart.” * . . • P JO 

m«rt i b!n t V & *- U “ •“* “ r« obastil- 

out m tin so barton, eountr.es, ««1 «.o» is nothing igmJmuuoufW. 

10 injuries which it inflicts. Insults, on the othgr heiakhttSfi 

mean icrcby the curses upon relatives, ancestors' and. tahStofSir 
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'M$ : --$r%i4-:xt whom 

'.jvV *•; -■ ,’. • , ,*»«V ■ '■ 


l. with the,') 

|e 'ieveJIed-^arfe'.raPel^l 

20 - — Wavirig- gohfm rtok of lW bamvan am«, y.-,, 

: !' t0 ‘ aay in , ?' a name whiVh . .iguifi M 

.^ ,al1 in the ^ect the country'.' The scenery 

* ,le same » an,i diroetlj one leaves the hanks of the river 
'-p is in the desert with % tamarisk-tree, the tchi 9 «, and tufts, 
of reeds growing in its salt soil, 

' As I walk through the wood I observe that if it 1m been 
able to resist the desert it has not escaped the eflhets of time ;,V . 
or .the W have been stripped fromrim trees earlier thmfe 
^ they, would have - men if there had been much .Vigour^ them 
thc,brancbos 6( ille P°J >Jars are much "twist# 'md' ,h ev .i 
^T be trU ". ks lw W hov i *P ]ii or devoid of barfc; : th^^grbmid-' 
is strewed with dead branches, and the l-oot sjaid. bare to the 
vy.air, seem to have no hold on the ground. Seen from a distant 
elevation, these trees present the forlorn aspect of an abandoned^ 
^wneyard, and the .meagre trunk*, devoid of a single limn^'^t 

:!&"* heads llke the ^ « hop field whit has been allowed". : 

/ • ° ? ° ut °[ co3ti ^ tlou - The efiect of all . I see around me f, 
fa? I'T™ ^.ppatioul.the sand is so shifting that the 
^.ivmtpnnts made in jt^re. effaced in a moment • there is no sb-n 
:«yof life;, the pale -sun gws down in a grey sky which it searndy 
tinges with gold, while the silence is so complete that one can 
y fm^at hear one’s arteries beating, 

old K "l** Wch, indttlgeii m some wry conml 

flf*™" ,, ali0 “ l *'■” of »<«* y*y fend, as. indeed, 

l llli lyu^yk’"!; rare that the horses and dogs are not 

Jett W.tmmt tood. Hi. only (ailing is .lathe lia, avL 

'yofe. store of rid, mWetire. He points „ot 

^ 0t . ft?"? fe not so Lk as 
'gWv.rJi ■*'.■> * Jtroof that Hie p^iyirage is poor, *l%ert 

:y «#P better than the fat of theshanitaiL, . W, y ' 



- ■' ’ uiruugu iae sami, we # 

: - fortress cousfcnieted^v. 

Ifi«>^;creiiell5*ted walls still staaiding 
weather. The spot where We encamped is <aA# 
.^Ogpa :Bashj, Bimgoir being the name given by the natty **$&■ 
P , .;shgji' which are pretty muimrorn in thw‘ eouhtiy^^ 
^^ehijneaiw head, the Tarim making a sharp bend, which isvej?* 
%' head of a stag surmounted by his two horns. , . .,;> ; , 

^•|.- (Mater 2*L- Wc^direct our steps southward, delighted it." 
; , 4o . though «,f entrtmg the region of Lob. As wp advance ', 

■ he aspect of the < ■ entry changes, vegetation becoming rarer • 
■,V * " th l \ re f have; disappearedj the shrubs and plants are 
^arfier,;and"tlm;:htllpeks further apart, and fmpumtlv stmarated. 

; petite smooth surface of the fakir,. There are traces of . 
evaporation everywhere. 

;. \Ve take a south -south- westerly .direction, with the wind at 3 
; ,;eur hacks, twitting the banks pHhe Tarim for good, the desert i. 
/.Aocpmes more and more in keeping with its; name. All of a "1 
sudden we can sec the glistening of water, a large sheet of whieli' 1 | 
extends to pur left,, loruung numerous creeks. -Overhead thou - M 
Sands Of Wds , un dying in clouds, while others .ailovy ^hcmsclves 'V 
t> farm'd fdortg the surface of 'the water by. tire wind, but: at a 
considerable distance from the low hanks, which are bare, coated ' ? 
with salt, and devoid of the thick, belt of: reeds which is to t- T 
tnund on most lakes. Further on is another . sheet of water, 
when we ascend a hillock we can distinguish an endless chain o$t 
thern,; wifh their sandhills, suit-coated shores, and water-fowl. 

• ;tdne of the guides says this region is the Lob, another itha^W 
is ^ >awt i •W^ it k really called the * 4 Black 

being the extreme ' wes^f the Lob • • : .-*C ", SsjR&dS 

v$? stream which! Funs in a current .through this 
water i. the Tcharhiinrfhuya. which «,« down X „, ra 
taWe-IemU to the north. B i, w t m b,™,<l a. the Tarim, ra f» ** 
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i Tie village of Lob is not far off, and the inhabitant* off®*© to 
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i m smoked &Aj* and duck w 


le offer to 
p*& ftfewi ** 



pcou make them friendly. m Umi P&imftM 


is expected shortly, and mat the Chinese him 








\jAcnoss ■ Thibet: '" -- 

if 'smallpox is raging in t&& regi^i^.'^P? 
the inhabitants of Teharkalik have made 


|rAS§ucteto take flight before the Russians arrive. In’ this 


PlPl^r -'#aftilpox terrifies the population, causing them t%,<; 
Sparse in adhdirgflfeons, and even to abandon the sick. . 

.'29.^-After having slowly steered our waj through * 
.•■^rshes, we' again see the bare plain in the desert. To the > 
;|^ph we can distinguish' a tall peak rising out of the mist, like 
'^ Ifelauad in the Sky, and the guide, pointing to it with his, whip, T 
Altyn Tagh, the mountain of gold f It |g the first of the 
l^buatain walls which bar access to the high table -lands; as we 
^ojf llt it it. vanishes like a dream. * 

‘ '*■ '{W& that along- a narrow, rough path, hewn, so to speak, out of 
the 'soil wherein the feet of men and beasts ha ve worked a series of , 


holes some distance apart. The path gets smoother, and at last 
W* enter a tamarisk wood, while the poplars are still green and 
the air warm as in spring ; thus we enter the oasis of Teharkalik, 
Here there is abundance of irrigation, and the fields are well" cul- 
tivated. 'there are peach' and apricot trees, and even vines, with 
'■hedgerows enclosing the fields, and the presence of huts and 
a^ttagel reminds one a little of the gardens outside large cities, 
Marseilles. ■ . 

'• We are very well received by the elders of the village of Tchar- 
kalik, who bring us a profusion of melons, peaches, and grapes, 
and have some cartes of new broad baked for us ; and in our 
dhHghl at having reached the end of our second main stage, we 
sacrifice a whole hecatomb of these good things. . ■ 
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. GflAffSE IV. . . 

'BirLOEATrON OF THE LOB N#R.' 

- ,{«Y PKXNCJS H»KUY OF OIU-KANP.) 


A- Regional Mt - On the Tatim agam— Abdallah— Residence of the Chief — fiia %amii y 
Wild’, Ctin^ia-- Another Abdallah— Lost in. the Dniteuw-Mw about Wild (Jayiwl#— 
WateSffowi— *An Exiftangu — Disapfiotiranui' of «t Lake— Down the lArijnio 
. Toutohap Khan — Another Native Typo Kumsluip Kh/m — Staraddling A 
Month— At Eutiu — Ichthyopfmgisfs- -A Native Ijcsyoncl —Prohable Causei of the -Ofcyiflg 
up of live Lake Native Customs- -Fostmtiofio -Back to the First Ab&ollfth — - 
Couple of Good Shots— A Moonlight. M»nv.h— « At Teharkulil; Oueu More - v , . 

‘ .Wk bad already been four days at Tcliarkaiik, and were ni>$ 

ready to start,, having to engage men of. the district in pl^'b£';“ , 
our Buss i an. s who were returning home, to get in provisions 
for the winter, to mend clothes, and to make coverings for pro- 
tecting the feet from Abe cold. AH this takes time, and r as ; 
Eonvalot had promised to see after this, Father Dcdeken Sad 
myself, who could be of no service at Tcliarkaiik. availed )■: y 
ourselves of the compulsory halt, of the caravan to explore the 
Lob Nor, starting on the Srd of November. . 

Out horses bad already travelled more than (500 miles since 
we left Pjarkent, and ns we had still to tax their powers a gre$. >„ 
deal, we left them to rest at Tcliarkaiik. Riding .some animals .* 
which we hired there* thick-set ponies, with deep chests, 

4 and heavy necks, and small heads, and that seemed able to 
^leifty of work, we found it as much as we could do to hold '$$^.4 
at. the start. Abdullah, Who takes, as meant for himself, 
s^ttention which these stallion ponies bestow on tbe mare, he is 

i: ;^a^8^^atronising look at the natives who have -coousni 
A\s is xh bis element goMM|to the Lob Nor, 

do as he fikei^h us, and keep us weff' * 
"'^ay from the yilit^es^ while he^emit^'.' there eating, smoking, 
iiHiifciiKi^^.with-iihefVounff ladles: ’blmie ' tdace. 




place. 4 smile 
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' 'foqgs* 

-, over his face as Tie dbg&<3i$| .himself to Ms 

0 f him p a tlicr Dedekcn and. Barachdiu, both, 
le ©ha£e, are discounting their coming triumphs, while' 
„Im CouznetzotT, bent double, has as much as he can do 
>'•'&> »^‘$Ub pony in order, and, when he can find a quiet- moment, 
spectacles, and hopes we shall not kill too many birds 
him to stuff. 

, £'• \*A, little , way behind us come half a dozen small donkeys, 
accompanied by two Mussulmans from Teharkalik, and carrying 
■ 5 »ihe provisions and our beds, which consist of a piece of felt 
ftnd a coverlet. Abdullah declares that we shall find very good 
Rouses, aint .-that it is useless to encumber ourselves with a tent. 
We have also two small barrels of water and a little dry wood. 

' When we left the encampment at 0 a.rif. the weather was 
cold, but there was no wind or cloud. Still the sky was over- 


v> 


cast, having tli^t iron-grey tint which I, have often noticed on 
tbA'J’erai in Nepaul, and which is caused by a mist intercepting a 
/r-'POrl^on of the light. 

M. Bonvalot came a little way with us through the oasis of’ 
Teharkalik, as far as the limit of the desert. The arrangement 
..-was that if we found the shooting in the Lob Nor anything out 
of the common, we were to let him know and he would join us. 
Knot, we were to rejoin him in about a week. 


As fgr as a small hillock where we took tea when coming from 
' la)b, thf^road , |pfthe one over which we have already travelled, hut 
w yve then turn to the right — that is, to the north-east. All day 
;: ,;j 'we go through the desert, with nothing but sand in view, in some 
places level and smooth as a carpet, in others wrinkled and raised 
. igtofidges which are close together, like so many petrified wares. 

Sometimes, too, we nfli^e small cavities in the^^Hl,' which? uy 
; half full of saline crystallisations. These are $c*n?e9 forming 
"under our very eyes, and it salt;, that sum, 

d ue the mirages which aro , constantly ■ tantalizll ^^^ .- j&ythia? 



TICKEfWQ: 




Lj “ :,, ^vafi8 has; traced a 


arid regiott, vrbere i'l 
rough sort of road 4 hardened by the draught, 

€ and which winds along in the distance like a furrow traced by 
the hand of man. One might imagine oneself to be 
• into th| scenery of thf moon, and we really begin to 
/■where ye' are. Our match soon becomes Iwrribjy monotonous, ’ 
and we cease singing and even talking, the solitude being 'quite 
contagious, and the general silence only broken by the footfeli 
the horses when they are crossing dried-tip ponds and t^W. 

' hoofs break through the crust. We are only aroused from our' 
feveries by meeting' with a caravan, and when we shake off out 
torpor we have the feeling of returning to the domain of the real 
which is experienced by the sleeper who wakes up with a start, <' 
From time to time we pass migrants from the Lob Nor. who 
are going to spend the winter at Teharkatik, with their luggage, 
their dwellings, and their furniture loaded on the backs df "ft . few p 
donkeys,* and of their wives. In the midst of one of thefce 
convoys I am particularly struck by one family. The woman 
has a piece, of felt on her balk, with a gun slang across her 
shoulders, and she is driving the" donkey alojjjg with a stick,; 
while the husband follows quietly nursing a child in hik arms.; ; ; 
He docs not seem to be the least astonished at meeting us, and ri 
continues his, journey without even looking round; he would, k 
not be a vfhit irnpre surprised if death were to overtake him, for 
\ke is a Mussulman, and knows that “it is writteflHjl ; 
-respite:. the sameness of the route, time passes quickly, and 
we have to think about encamping. We calculate that we 
have come about twenty -five miles, and though we are stOi in the ‘ 

• ", midst of , the desert, our guides are not .f||the least at .a la$i to 
; fasten up our horses, aft er having unloaded them. They make 
^ small holes in tho ground and put the; halters into them, 
fiUrng these holes up with sand sand trending them down, 

„ mbde,;of . offers much i ^ore resistance than one 

... .•••••• . .-..os: 



&:X 


\r 



. jx^elTnedtothijik. Having gjfre^out our ;• 

we have brought with us, and our frugap 4 
. washed down with tea, is soon over..''' It*^; 
d#ivl^,g, before we roil ourselves up in our rugs, and, with the ■' 

; ior a matfresll the shy fqr a ceiling, and the moon for a; 

night-light, we desire nothing better, especially as we are very 
sleepy,: *,•• 

November %.—■ We are awoke at break of day by a' deep S 
pourmur o\ei our heads. It is a rhythmical sound, similar '.fofc*§ 

■JSjfv* the pa<3aies of a Reamer as they strike the water, 1 
•* ,t 18 Produced by Hocks of birds which are flying southward. $ 

: X WP 8eason . if advancing, and it is time for them to get away from 
the cold. 

And very cold it is, the thermometer marking only five degree* 
above kero. Being anxious to start so as to re-establish' oui* 
tarpnlation, we do not lose much time in folding up our beds, 
l^p^ing our tea, .and loading our donkeys. Soma wild geese • 
0$ had got let behind are standing in long rows upon the sand, 
^ rottl ^ ,e ^stance they look gigantic, and give the idea 
drawn%p m battle array. We, no doubt, present a Still 
formidable appearance to them, for as soon as they catch 
t ,of ns, they utter the most discordant cries gud fly away 
. ‘forming immense triangles in the air with the apex in front. , yi, 
J^ht.s&n hjijjds out at last, and, though rather behind; time,,; he 
makes up fofpis by revealing a quite unlooked-for spett^e, .. 

ground is covered with the seeds of reed grass brought hither 
yjff tvmd, and these seeds, white and silky, sparkle, like ail 
**• Wr# small stars in the horizontal rays. It seems, a* If the 
desert was ashamed dKts. horrible nudity, and that, ^ 

conceal it from our sight, it had borrowed from thpotat^*- 
ramt jewels , and , its_ most dazzling 'stones. Besid^ ^fej^S a 
•' difthonds, large round sapphiresM" a deep I 
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Cttverdah is meat cut np into very 
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by small ■ their sombr.- tin's 

',& the saltness of the water. These ; i>d&Ia of water indicate the 
•vicinity of a river, and it is not long before we regain, the course 
of the Tarim, which is fifty feet broad, with a limpid but shallow 
current; flowing slowly between two sandy banks, which are 
covered in places with reeds. 

Its course will guide us in future along our route, for we 
have to follow it prgtty closely, putting to flight ilow and again 
I .herds of gazelles which have come to drink of its waters. But 
they are very wild, and we do not succeed in bringing anv down. 

The sun is rapidly sinking beneath the horizon, yeth^V 
« m n0 trace of dwellings. The thirty versts which, as theiguiMp 
’.told us this morning, separated us from the village of Abdallah/ 

, #em to us very long ones; we have covered, indeed, quite double 
the distance, and it is night when we reach four or five wretched 1 
reed hovels. Can this be the village of Abdallah?' Where are 
the houses built of stone, or, at all events, of earth, which he told 
us about. Where, too, are the trees, the wood of which was to 
give us warmth ? and why should he have . dissuaded us from 
bringing our tents? • 

I iiese are questions which we should have liked to put to ■ 
Abdullah, but it is cold and late, and all that we can dt* is to 
.content ourselves with what we have got, and settle ourselves in 
as comfortably as possible, taking care to be on onrAanl in future 
against the information supplied by our interprjP' While our 
people are unloading the horses and donkeys, the natives emerge 
their miserable hovels, ‘ and with many salaams beg us to 
Accept their hospitality. | 

( We enter one of these, huts, the .earthen floor of which i$' : 
^t^ed in places with old bits of felt, wh^e in tin* centre a Cavity 
«U^rouh||^ by flat stones serves as a fireplace. In the corner are 
•SAckr^ com and an old cartridge box, thf.ktter beinf a mmenir 

This is all the furj^ture, and on the 
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: ;';^^^ucted of rtH$$/are hung long ' 

■' We given to shooting. The ceiling k ; m4 j^ 

pf trees brought from Teharkalik, the xalbet^ise/^^. 
f Up with osiers, and a space is left over the 'hekrth 
bfee smoke escape. Bits of .cloth are stretched from one beam 
to another to prevent the droppings from the swallows’ nests from : 
falling on to the ground. These birds are held in great respect. 

This is the, residence- of a chief, and having inspected the 
hornse, I proceeds to examine the figures of our hosts, lighted up. 

. jKljd^, made of the reeds and dry bush wood. In the fpre- 

to the hearth* crouches a little old man, very bent 
y^hind; He resembles some of the Tarantshis whom we 
: 'skw ; ;M^S'durla. With a more or less automatic: motion of his 
lower |aw% he raises his white beard to the level of his booked : 
.rmse, this, movement being all the easier because he has no teeth. 
I&is is Abdou Ketemata, who might be any age between Oo'Wid 
IM, and as he is the chief of' the family, the babuf he is, as such,' 
held: in ^reat respect. ./-•»; *•• t 

are his 8om » the youngest of whom is at least 
■ ii^l^^'xhey are all devoted to the chase— t^l men, claddtt 
skirts tied round the waist with a belt, ^h lur cai* on'- 
their heads, and wearing sandals made of thb skins W ' donkeys or- 
wild camels. r I heir features show that they are not pi 
blood, the fjOjihead . being narrow and the eyes more dr fksp 
elongated, bti^not raised at the corners, as is the ease with t 
yelloW- As a rule, they scarcely open their eyelids ; tha n 
is large, and, usually, gather honked, the lips thick and 
to turn tip, and the hair coarse and scanty, fciuei^ atodff 
dgei^ralcharttcterijstics,.to:wltlch 1 may add one peculiarity Whic 
noticed everywhere in' ffee Lob Nor. .. The people get\wrinL.„ 
irom their early youth, and their faces show signs of this. pH over < 
— on the forehead, round the eyes, under the cheeks, and at 






Grandfather. 
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.i%^r#pBr» <if tiie mouth, '-- — -*---■- - 

; 7 v.‘" •<*' . .•*■• . * 1 


age ami .,i 
erhor. 


Abdou 


^ :$Wfifoein£ tfbieh mates; feting them .a|g| 

& «ttrt|ier handsome, appftir family ' *. * v „^„ 

Kdnhuata invite its to comoirouhd -the tire : ; '•'<^^.|»o^.^ : '.i^ft‘'fyr 
•' ut!, .and faring us lU« best bits of rnttCton ■^•thatvis^the •br^Bot.'.'ihd^ 
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p|$fc&' Join. Our hosts keep complete silence, only a word here and 
|^Jjj|»ei;9 being exchanged in an undertone while we ai# eating. In "‘f ; 
room women are rocking cradles to a tune which *ng- 
ih-' dull sound of a pestle being worked in a mortar, while 
a rcspeottul distance from the hearth children nearly naked 
from ns to their fathers, and, keep quite silent . out of 



Akbax!*’ excldima Abddllahj| passing his .•» hands 
f:,#jibagh his beard, w:hile 'tbit guests' -^i^skheir 8atisfa^aMki ; hV' • 


rruous sounds, \Cho>w 



satisfaijtiiffii: by 
nislied, it is. time to 



?**»?• cut U P t ^ eir f kin?v 

. - . waSit them 

:.»^^f- ' bbtffeot. ®8® v only Buropeans wJio have coihe^Ji^Ire’’* 

’":‘^bte Wanted them like this, so they suppose that “ the people of 
ythe -West attu^^jpeat importaiice to these slcbs; perhaps “they, 
i ^Xtrifcofc valuable ft^lttedfes from thorn.” 

' niuy he their object, travellers never come to the ' 

•,iiob '.Nor witho^lnq^wfe^a^ut the wild camels. 'One of (he 
/ ;/..*»eu •■ -'presell^! fPrjeVaTisky with some. The tariff has’- 

X ways' been sixty route and an article of European manufacture 
| ;/ a ; e^mpletev'Skin. But we spoil the market, at the risk of 
pincint^ttg the displeasure of those who come after us.. We* are 
^reisSed for time; the wild camels are only to he found some. way 
to the east, aiul a fortnight is sooi^gonoj so we promise seventy 
roubles for each skin, and promise' i lie men a gratuity even if * 
they do pot kill any. Abdullah goes bail .for us, and in doing so 
/ incurs litlte risk, as he does not intend to return^ the U»b $£**•<• 

■ /sooner than' he can help. . . . * l--' • ; 

‘.Kopepiber ^. — We am, in - the saddle beforh .' 
for another four .. miles the Tarim, whielv roiis between 
bank^:an^'libfcmg'.again at a fresh vite© with. S# : prglx*recdil 
■huts to the one we have just left. This also is called '0 

AbdaliSh^ini. all that it , has. Anor© than the first is a pole, toe, 
whp&^l^^n' piir horses,/.^ the public square,” Hospi. 
tality |g. : Offered us by. a /native years ohl. ; witl| «i. /■ 

1 i*** K 1 'I •'S !*• * n' Vu'^3 f 1 *. LI AA - J-'b . *• ■-■'■ k 
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sJF ” to Vtf**** w$bf } jkm of a wi|d e^meJ ; fuul when he hears , 

'get Wadjr' for a startf 

,|^to %^at. Other native,^ Ibr^g to ^ the twk/ 

!<1iP.;. hde Abdullah was interpreting our promises, gfirnkl^fVith 
$$»* °*; hU ow * ^ventioa^ Father l>eaeken went up to two" 

■ Mongolian ymrtes (tents), llose to which five camels *ere 

picketed. l^ese tents were inhabited by live very dirtv lamas 

* * V ° ' u re the .Khan of the Kalmucks on his return from 

* f' a , ?*7* tp0W 4bat ihe y h ™« -M traversed the high. 

of . Tlnf>,,t: : °P°» whioh we are about to enter, they -rmf ^ 
. -i^rnajis be able to give us somh • hsefal' 'itt’lonnation.: 'Fafe 1 
i^deken aeeoidiugly calls out to them in Chinese, “Amour sen l % 
;.^A.n.our sen bend !* Come and take tea with us.” They understand ' 
pei ectly what is said to them, and accept the invitation with 
... ■pleasure. The pleasure, however, is scarcely reciprocal, for they 
; ■ atr0CJ0Us b - ~$or do they seem to understand this, as, 4e 

" TUvm- ^ TOm ^ em> ^ ie C ^ 0ser they come up to' me! We 

it wall' not 4o to be too particular, hut we are poorly 
d for our hardihood, Ibf, while they drink our tea very : 

, thc y W,U m W <** anything worth kno^®fe, saving ail 

W^ey can to deter us from going on. 

m% ^ , r€ ^ da *f * s eni i ; doyed in shooting in the- vicinity. 

: -ffae water-fowlare pretty numerous, and they keep to small pools 

are: ^ ular > md ^surrounded by a belt !of reeds 
cea or twenty feet high, forming^, regular forest ; the groutid m 

^| ar S’ aild eorered in so»o places with rushes, ' whitil ;; makc 
$£w£$ re * yh * d ' When 0,le has go* through these bn to the : 
eaRJ # to liave A * doilhh sh9t * *** *i ] ' g«t up, 

9 % *»***&& ^ w# round, tht;.pb|d aid go -to M other.' '. 

- * ' • * Mon f§ iA “ lar « 0*^1^ . . j| ,J % : 






irihe nest.. ■Thiai™ : i« i 'V^p 

.. *° wi| lifter having seen, a 

^ '%^ ^, s peci*.-s. This is wot the iiafe" 

ii ^ M ^ s '4 'g^eat passage of birds, andffcs we have n^j^Sj 
I° : *&#& ourselves* by making a big hng 
■•." '-^ jP ■ ^ w ® re q u «*e for our collections and foriood.'"'"^^ 
^kdallalv I utilised the few remaining jhiotjj&“ ;• 
^pp*y^r¥ to get on my pony and ride back over yesterdaMf 
iia the ho P R of We " J g some more gazelles. 1 did not. ?aJv^ 
WgJe one, but I was so absorbed in looking about for them that ,. 
* v ' let night overtake me. In. these regions it comes all of a suddeit-': 
without any twilight; With a carelessness without excuse'C 
such a case, I had forgotten my Compass. Only one resource*®**' 
^mto rne, and that aitsw.eredf X let the reins drop on my hoiie'c 
: , neck, and lie, after sniffing for a moment, set off without h*sRa-r 
hp™ ut a d<m fro t, and took me straight to the village, which * ;' 
||duld not distinguish-itotiJ I was within a hundred yards of it. -V 
l!« . This nocturnal ride gave me an appetite, and I did justice tof 
the meal which ICunshi Khan and his sons shared with us . fM% 
^ttr host had offered us a sheep, a Tcharkalik melon, sto£^m 
.■8to,all sandwiches similar to those made in Russia, and'^pB 
The secret ° r waking them was taught his 
■ Comtek, , and , whatever may have been the motive wlmlfe^ 

a^te^^miju-hless tlm unknown philanthropist and ^ , * 

tea to his health. During our dinner, u woman. prep 
ui th^^me room a dish of Chinese macaroni. She is not g” 
Iookiti|fVhg of the same tvpe as the men, but her head-? 
j&x**hfr»movQ civilised air,wnile after the fashion of the % ' 
jpeasants, she covers her coar ( se black hair with a fuM 
phd^j the chin. . One might imagine she was couscioiwS 
^Ugliness, for a^e talked, very little, and. did not take 
t <!ie san *^ 'H'Mf as the ineir, who have not the .slightest 
gallantry. J be children s#.'. pretty t|gn their pother,. 

alP 
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typfes among them . xliey 
i ascclJont health. AT- 
p they hare had a good look at us, thfly mthdraw' into an adjoin. ug 
i> 'room, .followed by the women, who leave ns alone with 'I heir 
husbands. The latter, having made a hearty meal, are in a go, ixi 
Jpmour and ready to reply, to the questions we put to. them coii- 
g^niujfr their mode of 'life, their habits, and their pursui t of game,. 
•Wild &hmel. we are told, begin to be found six flays tp the ndirt3|' 
•hf' Abdallah. * In the summer they go up into the moniitaifflp 
Hut they always return to the same spots, there being certain 
ranfconmeiOs to which they ire accustomed. They go about in 
. troops, one maje to lift ecu or sixteen females, hut it is only, after 
tgp'ific comhabf that, the former becomes t tie undisputed lord of 
IPs harem. The I'enin'es b.reve tv, u young in three years, and the 
Hiale protect' them untT they' are old enough h> do without .their 1 ’ 
mother’s milk. It is very fatiguing and difth-nlt to get. near 
them, .the only way. being for fhe hunter to bide near the pond on 
the brink of which he has found their traces. Ho must be a very: 
good shot, for having only a single-barrelled gun, he cannot get . 
a second shut, and if the camel is only wounded, it .prill make u)T 
|fith its companions and he 'will never get near it »gain. The 


<: OXCBmt&B; 

' ' ' '" 4 ' ; 

:< and there , are . so ; mo^:|rw 

' are all nearly naked, and- seem Ip. 1 W i 


|ftst season for this sport' is the winter* for the water is nearly 
|^ r «ry where -frozen over,. »o that Hie places where the -camels 
$Wfte to drinkiare very few; and you are pretty sure of 'finding therm 


W; As, to whether these camels have always been wild or arc 
landed from domestics tedbeiaes, our hosts assured us that they 
M.-, always been wild. “Our .forefathers and tradition,” tb$y 
Pw“ represent them as being so. Moreover, a domesticated camell 
IP^t-do without, man,. hut comes after him.. Every domestic 
j^j^f has' a- wild antecedent, belonging, to sonic secluded spot, 
must have one like other anipiahv* 

1W.W fe proUWy m*A that thu, wljil f ,f a* fry bad.' an the 

in the deserts of Central Asia, and th^ibe iitet, of >, ••xiftfrir- ho* 




■ : i £< mm m.wnz~.;- 


beSn successful; ft 

driirlj ih;peat demand of ■ 

* hiinals is fine and silky, ami that of tbtj oldc^ 
•'• -•*■ *8?^ and makes ‘very pod cloth. ' But only 

Ivliaii can organise these expeditions, as it is oece$/ 
®d^er,al men on in advance, forward provisions,' ;- 
animals for transporting them, which sometimes die ; and' 
^together considerable risk has to he incurred/' 

. It is much easier and less, dangerous to capture w ate*.fowjf'' V 
.;Snarcsareset among ttw' reeds, -and during the season a single 
., .native, in the cpdfse of a single night will take as many ms 
f fifteen ducks/' Stwm« arc more profitable than ducks, coverlets 
and even clothing being made with their down. They are taken- 
with snares, while in the winter they are deeovod In means of 
fish. ' ‘ , ' / 

The chase and fishing form the staple industry of the inhabi- 
tants of Abdahah. They use nets similar to seines, and when 
/|fe fish have heed oauglit they are spli t in two, cleaned out, and 
, then ;4iie4 for use in winter. There are three varieties of fishH 
the moist abundant of which has a thin and yellow skin like 
that of the tend! with a round mouth set off by appendages 

W wntimM in the last m/feu*. but has o„ly Wn d,>limteb proved siaikf "■ 
hi might bar k sou it' .skin# of t-h« animal, which is rather S Miu dlhr than the* 
'ftmnrottifttMl kind, with thimm* limbs and no cidlositios at the ktme* + > : . Tfcew 
imvtiwm not distinctive The <jucstinn as to whtiher the 
atock of the domesticated out?, or wlirtkvr, mi tW Contrary, to desaatttf’f 
< a mol, a , m has happened in Spain turd uion irveiifcjy in Owiana, is y-<?t 
u il li^dy to bo yettt while. ’ 

‘ 'aii AtHiailaii in April, and Leav.* again in Kvptomhot' %Lit 

*imiw of ml duek, called here TnvUn (in Chinos^ Vhovmi ,h ,Wir t red honk), arrival 
~} r £° nun) oers ii February and leaver in d idy. Th*« geese arrive from the 20th to 2 V >1. 
February, ronmining till the middle of .March. ;,nd i h«, going to Siberia. Tiwv tei^a^4 
** om koptomber to October, remaining a month and itoti goiog^ootknfard T 
arrh'^ from the south at the end of July, remain tlmmgW 
return nouth. 3- toy do i»<»t ncst. at the Lob Nor, because of the mnmttiUxs&^i' 
to the miito*. r i lie other ducks arrive toward* tto end of January, 
only ton days, but ?.etofy longer build llihir nosta, like the ’ pvMm .‘S® 

tin* other ^O^my birds in Ito Lob Nor/* ■ - $ s(4 
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By .the" 

•C 1^**^°^ ^to^^VlflbiBli'- The^lo ... 
;-/rm„ *8 the ground, Abut thdy.Vowji'.'.-spm6;;Mdr at' Tcharkalifc, ' 
‘ w iwoh workmen, cultivate for them, ; xawl they jay them in ki$0 : ’ 
vrith a pari of the <5^ and a few sheep. Altogether, the people 
'*pf Abdallah are regarded as rich, and they are under- the immediate 
protection, of the Chinese — that is to say, the authorities of 
Turfau, to which they ate attached, levy on them a. tax which' is 
c^Ai valent to one rouble per horse, forty coplllcs per cow or ox, 

: twd roubles per hundred sheep, and nine skins, of seals for the 
’ bead-dim^ of the mandarins. In return for this, the Celestial 
-hnjpjn; declares them to l„>o 'its well-beloved children. Bat'." 1 !’ 
-.^although they are Chinese subjects, they have not, the character- 
•• -ffiticj^ o! their masters, being less proud arid more simple than 
the sons of .lleaveu. Before quitting ua for the night, they 
show us m a very amusing way how preferable common sense 
■hs ,i^Ccopceit<^vfenowl6dge. In this instance common sense is 
repbesented by Kunshi Khan, and instruction by Ab dullah, 
whq is; a savant by (X)Qipadson,.as he can speak four- languages, 
and has a great opinion of himself. Tim former shows a stereo- 
scope and at miisioalrbpx which I'rjevaJsky gave him. Abdullah 
^thinks that if he Were to send those two articles back by the 
WfF*™** tQ his .tyfy At;i>jarkcnt, lm would dmwk ’his corn- , 
^ptriots, appear a groat man in their eyes, while Kunshi 
■ Khan says to himself that if he had Abdullah's wadded coyer-, 
let ho should be .very warm in the winter. The oxehahge’is 
aqfoidirtgly made;, each thinking that ho Ins got tin- best of the 

^ K * *' wo wily has, ami .I. shall j. 
^^.^bygmfe'lligent ” interpreter, later on, if he thinks that 
pice and warm. ■ *■'• ..Jr.;. .■ 

. aicU( io U s -Nor, 
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a|»ji ran gff«B *irr^&* : . ■**#■ - ijugr w> . wu I'Uv .auri lave? ut. ■ 

pf water-fowl.. .'“ '-'>:• \ 

? Where, then, is 4ho -great lake7’ v ^'- ' ; 

'^Y.a$:^^!! , * s no';gwai|aket” 

': '/!•<• ‘-‘^he^wkut becomes of tlie Tarim ?’* ;;V' 

1 '/‘ It gradually dwindles away and finally disappears.” 

But JVjevakky saw a lake which he compared to a small 


No doubt, but since the Russian general came here, ihirt#^|t 
years ago, the water has run off, and the largest liquid stitfe ' 
is that which S aw near 3 jo b. Besides, there are jfc longer 
i^nything but small pools.” , ; / 

“ Thank yon. - Wo are quite ready to believe you, but *teT 
$iould, like to see for ourselves what the state of things- 
we propose, to go down the Tarim a little way.” : ' 

In order to carry out -this project. ,all we have to do is" to 
erhhgtk, with our beds and a few provisions, on two large citnoea 
hewn out of the trunk of a tree. Those canoes are about , twe%: 
ieet by three, and they hold four men, including two 'native® ' 
one m the bow and the other in t he stem, who use their. paddhV * 
much after the lash ion of the. Venetian gondoliers.. These boats 
are light, find not very steady, so the. wary AbdulUh suggests tty#: 
we should follow the example of Prjevalsky, and fie fiiero 
but his advice is not followed, time being short. -The- weatliegf' 
1,av0 *» westerly breeze in' the poop, and $&fr- 

; ipi»ke rapid headway down stream, upon both hanks: of which 
low hillocks of sand, with a few stunted temjfeak- 

Tl * e ysir «» h'om twenty-two to twenty-five 
(IWiding at places into two branches, and forming an ^oiiP*wr '* 
prut of these eyots we h# for a little, and are overbikeu by boats .;■•;■ 
have couje fispia Lob loaded with. 






>ah. as foot of : 


wmmw® 

»v;v the village. 

^ Vj^v i^ ^-snaall canal which -^^o^bont j«trs ago to ]«£. 

' life C^’etflow of water. „*;•.•' '._ '•.;*>'• 

., -*'-• .jj^.^.^i, i la ] t to oJ) ^ o : 

: . <r . . 'tfcixfisv&y'. fond of lyai^rt^ .navigation,*^' 

^Vp^^laoa corned out to have k look lit «s. Tile ombo 
13$** •'&<& '.'at c Abdallah , but the women art' even uglier, 
noses, JpSfoiainent eheek-boues, eyes almost on 'a level 
and Iw S® mouths some distance fn>*o the ox~ 
”° Se ’ l,oing a ^ ,0 ff et ^ er vel T much 'of the Mongolian 
■ ’ : ' I ^ Ii ‘ and w °men receive as in very friendly fashion, and 

ins I >eet their dwellings, and to photograph their 
which are simple and few in number. The guns 
fire five same as those we have seen before, with a single barrel, 

* S 1Uld ^ as ttU iron P ron & attached to it. 

spending most of their time in the chase, the^ breed a few sheep. 
lik«; the people at Abdallah, and make use of the wool, which 
. ,- fdiey comb out by stretching it upon a rope fastened to a wooden 
$. handle, and making the rope vibrate by means of a sort of mallet' if 
When they have got the Wool to the required degree of fineness, 
thej roll it on to ;&• spinning-wheel, formed by two parallel 
yi^f ntated %fa,eel«, ,thc p°ints of which are fastened together with ^ 
|jp&eof string. ■ Besides wool, they use for their clothing theVp 
:ra»k of a variety of wild hemp \tcliiga), which they root up with; . ! 
jjjrlbe made of a triangular piece of iron, with a. cane as the sticker; 

■; m *y etd tIleir wwd with a primitive sort of hatchet, wM#?* 
Consists of — - A- r n . - ‘f 


i of iron fixed oh to the extremity (<f a piece 
” 1,rt>iC),d ' This com is ground between two fiat stones, each 
in the middle Jo a piece of wood. They use Ipupap&s 
iuslead of gourds, while the skins : of antelopes, with 
taken off, dried, and scraped, are c# ,ii 04 ipug . strips for 
, fishing-nets. Adding to these tew articf||s of. prime necessity a 





aft msfsmfk 


an exact ■Melt r 

„«ai^''fo j ife.;|o|i^- 1 iii;'their v dvveIlings.^ , • ’ V- ?;!&*&* 

|^t4Mui^td Q^;:^i^ : 'We continue the descent o £ the . 

^^iaid^u^ts.pf ’ivFli^^icmtin'Ue as far as KuinsBnj^ipian' 

is another collection 

even more woebegone than the " : peopW>^ 
«|Seh4y described, with nothing but a few pieces of ragged 
ryfa relyUpver them, while their enormous sheep-skin caps, the iwootS 
of which is. mixed up with their unkempt hair, make their 
V physiognomy seem all the more savage. Yet, beneath; tips' r»- 
: pojsive exterior, we find them very amiable and friendly^ , They 
• r '**» nine families in all, with about sixty members, and ^e^nnot ■ ? 
: refuse th<nr invitation to. stay a few minutes and takeacug|ef. 

. The sides of the house we. enter are covered with, white ' 

patches produced by the damp, and as the interior is dirty, %e 
are not sorry to he off. if: 

The Tarim divides into two arms beyond Knmahap TThap^ V; 

. ^|e greater part of the waters flowing to the left and fbrmih^' 
a large marsb, with islets of sand rising above the surface here 
and there, At the rear of the village is a lake about 830 feet 
long, but not more than a foot or two deep, while beyohd that 
are petit-bogs, salt-ponds, and strips of ground, eovei'gfejy a £pw/', 
stunted gorse hushes and reed-beds. At K Umsha p Khah 
. sand, -banks come to an end, and the right arm of tl 
which continues to flow eastward, is only from seven 1 
feet- broad, its banks being scarcely visible/ while the 
reeds which grow along them have their roots in tbe water 
; stream, already so inuch shrunken, is ’still further' 
by the number of small furrows cut on the right bank: 

, natives to guard against inundations. The ’driver wijji 
much, and- we have difficulty in getting’ roland ■s oibii 1 '" 
bends, owing to the length of our canoes, lm^pur hpa l|n 
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..^"•. * •• ■"'♦ • y- _-;• " ^ 

their minds to ' fcbe itteii^^p^iiiifl >t|iey accompan- the 

"motion ’§t their oars.^fh ..» jtbythmiwtl song,' ending with a so it 
■:;pt. sign which we all repeat id chorus Soon wo |rc navigating 
' a sfcre^nmbQut five feet. Vi-ide ; and, at the risk of wettiusr me feet 
I cannot resist the temptation of standing astride one pf v 
largest rivers of Central Asia at its mouth, and seeing it flow' 
between my legs. In' front, behind, on each side and above us,; 
are nothing but bulrushes, with patches of sky on which stars are 
'begiuipng to appear, for night is drawing on, and our men 
‘:|ad vance but slowly, while our stomachs remind us that it is 
high tinie to find a place of rest. ; . 

All of a sudden, as if by enchantment, at the bend of the 
| stream tte come upon a little creek to the left, a clear tpace uruid, 
the rushes, a mead coming down to the bank, and on the bank a 
man! I do not know whether he or our party arc the more 
surprised. 

On jumping ashore, my first impulse is -to give him a cordial 
, of /the 1 band, for a man represents to my mind inliabi- 
''^intSj.a'^jilageyiire, and dinner. But I cannot help being an gry 
•wthjp^ boatn^te for^ having deceived us, by saying that there 
village wfyond'Kumsljiap.'.Kb4n. - y".\C'--'h 
: iitell Abdullah to ask where we are. ’ ' • v •£. 

•• ‘^lt Butin,” • «;■" 

"’Mtl the boatmen know of this village ? ” . ‘ 

,, \ us, they belong to it.” , , : y 

;: v ; “ Why did they not tell us of it? ", $ 

. .v$T' ^*‘1’ wer ® afi'aid that we should steal their wives;” / ' : , , 

them, and say thatwe only ask them to give us 

wot mean them any harm/’ ' .•>.$& 

'they, are bid, and tate us to the handet, tih0$jt 
Jdaco that has 'been burnt,” fordllPf 
•pfises Ire ‘built upon a small clearing .|aade by a fire in tie ' 

; th©: ; «^dsh'. There is a populafiidi of aland fifty, Ou< 

ij^s’h 1 ' ' '/ ! > ' <. 1 ! • • • , * r J f 1 . 


■3sfe£ 
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away -far eeX-eml days/ "t^if ag^| 

*• *wlSig'thom on both chalks;' wMe.ih^y^ 

IS^St ,J ,,J,ng m,e 6f tlu; two vi %* 

^ «* *** son, and 

pi';’.T ^ lnia ^ 1} *W been killed and out up.it is cwW w shufe*^ 
7 ""'Tf f h ”“■ >'" sK TWs » » P«l treat for them, JfeJ* 

- t,, „„,,, tlM 01 ,„ , Jt , l ,.. Mj iB aA]i(iM t ; , 

, i'J 1 . /"' ‘f i,ifor '' ’*■ tbBy *y tl,at » would t«. 1,0,! soii: 

; ”’ TO J r ‘«', H i» owtain ft8 t, ny?- ; 

■ 'Xt f'r^V idlttjmpInKprt*. tlic.usli ther.f " 

' )ul£ «1 V * n, ’ t mnt: «•«** «>« native «».; ; 

, i J * ”** "*‘ l} uot 1)0 a® «*“» I" the two casts. 3SeSv ' 
*bo tat ■ tboywuig sprmts of th a reeds, aed ti,e roots „t the *tt| ' 

t tb 7 ^ 1 ““ d,1 « hM » ( «*ir triabdb feeSt ' 

hol^t ° f H»% «i of Abdullah's 

■Wvlhafl JZhl “i m ’' Wt ' gafa0 " " Iv;< ’ 11 

/ . , '■ ^. p obtib] > r not S'° -any farther on theAft'No ffo ewr * 
leirra thefe, so it would be a nirv m i *i ® , . ’a|b ; 

;■: -ifoZjj, it ■■' Jtt ue a JW to the opportune y%srt - 

f .^fflfor.oabooooth^ »g«Uof, V u, M „f whil!hwMtu< , 

. Here as m the other villages. we are seated i» > eird/feund 

the ?tu.rth, the fire bei ns? made, of bundles of -dried reeS^TV 

-••Mfads/ ^...i • * ,M "* ”■«**•* •• toe 


.tails ., httlc spr] pasluag the boodle f«*fc:'io a9 it, lo, ras -'a 

Hhl nv “ 7 7 — m9 '* m « rt " ■»** 'i~ld ,1a,,, m - & . 
shpold topi a hun],, aod a»_„cli Wilm „,d i„ t „ 

■ teaoH'me to lain ° j/S , 

^hi-lHuk^ oar Oianmtiou is with ao old woman rrfifci 

f.Jr 50 ^'Mkhtd .that ity scarcely JK)ssib ) e to dhrtiogiiaSaf - 

|te mstOta ot the JOBOtty, her head is covrod with ifid,* , ? 
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are mere skin and b£ her finger* is » rim> 

8ma ^ bine -ftfoble, *diich •ha«- , < {gpbil»ly 

her by.^Qhmamn. From tin* frontier* of 
• C$rhmk\to Tofcquin; aud^r^llyonl, it is safe to say : “ Wher- 
is a robbery, a C^ihaman JV in it," The old lady 
; t jap^eats to be held in high esteem in her village, tills being due 
l*j her age and to her musical talents; for whenever the conversa- 
tion dags she takes lip a two-stringed guitar am! .sings long ' 
legends to a monotonous, but soft aud harmonious tune, relating 
the history of lmr ancestors, their origin, their struggles, their 
, %ht. and # their return. She sings in a nasal, slow done, in 
n Turk is! i dialect which Abdullah has diliiculty in following. 
I&t one of our boatmen, who knows the Tmarkalik* iaiiglaage, 
assists him, and, with the help of Father Dedelum and his 
Chinese, i succeed in noting down a good part of th$ legend, us 


■ ; “ Once upon a time, four kings ruled the country, which was 
very prosperous with its Mussulman inhabitants. Tfeose Hugs' A; 
y>'ore: Aiiagout Agha fAgha is a title), residing! iivJDirgaul*,; A* 
.':P iou^k Agha, Mardjan Agha, both of whom resided at Gfa^harf , 
r ut .Mienshari, near Abdallah! . Then, came , the 
Mbnfbls, who entered upon a struggle with them. They 
; li^igSft ued a' portion ot the in&le inhabitants, and as the otheh? - did 
not .^hoo.^ to remain as^laws^Jthey fled with some of tboymineu.’-'di 
in escaping eastward, three days’ march from^dtui.^ '"A 
was still water there then, though now there .is «>niy "i; 
ilffipgtre, but as ttu- fugitives had no house, they dug down dubAlf 
tho^ruund to make fire, whence the name of tl^e place, Kara-.*’*'' 
(black chimneys). Tim re they began to feed only $ir- 

P»P as,i,: \ . V-fi# 


S WWfcalik. ■ 

nmrek from Teharkalik, on the route t^r.X'hotaii. 

!$»** were towi-s, the mum of -which are sti&VWihle in the d*werl • 
trM mfnv as «tk*> Tsaidain, where Prjeralj&lliiswwere.l their tomfiri • 




their new colony by%j e dmughtf , 
to. the mitt.- •?•’ * *?• 

^'nT'Tlf aU8 T *■*». o! ' "'■' Ta ™- 

.. .W<4 |joIk Others proceeded as far as the former site bf 

. t,Wi l,anM * of which they had forgotten. Seeing ruins, £ W- 

ym-exeavated then in search of treasure, hut' the Mongols , had' 
fe U,et < ' vei ',ything, and the exiles found nothing hut a spin-' 
,r>’ug-whce.l. So -they gave the name of T.-harUI. «l,ioh means 
rpmnmg.wheeJ, to the town which they bniil. 

' ‘‘ ^ he c,,as « “f* the rearing of stock sufficed for their .needs 

^mtil the arrival of aw aged chief from Ivhotan, Un.uil Ah?* who 
offered to teach them tillage. Hi s offer being accepted W 
brought several companions <ritb him, Al „, ,„nv diff,r,,,c es a,bw : 
ftr* U “ f ~«wow>«> of a» soil and ,u,d«, s : 

,■ ’ , *»>***»* *» «*» *t*i# in ntarrin»e tie. daughter* of H„. ‘ 
■. f^et- oar race has always’ remained' intact, and has not v 
been subjected to any mixture of biood.”f • -T 

•; i ®hb.i^n.ahjffido^.tho domain of bistorv for that of romance " 

and her nnprovisatii ni#, which seem to captivate the.aWfc of - 

er hearers, have less interest for us. I prefer learning 

abo# the. .Lob Jsor, and question those next to me. * 

„ that. it' was. also" by.'^iles on their re turp'-sM^fe 

.varafcontchoun that the little village* along the 'banks 
Tfivim n r oh xt ... ... * * , , 3 rttf 


k' . Tr , 


laminin the Lob hi or were founded. Ata (the a«red fathi»*#^'- i;;i 


bom at lvarakoutchoun si* ty -eight yearn ago, and thirtv-ftve *££* 


'iM 


ago founded hamlet of Eutin. % ond Eutin, going 
dsret^op of Xarakoutohotm, there are two tillages.? Kaml^&fVtl 
th< * b'ttrr being already' uninhabited, for 


p.We pftsMUi _m uj^or' 'hia 


7f" \ w tumor m*£ f 

bidt tht'JvCl' uo * 1WJ»1« wjw canto from KsrafaaAA^ ' 


■'■VV i;* 




are 


abandon^,,*# 
belo«|%f 


___ 

. we ,^eo^...p^:3Gtttin are pa the point *, 

• £3fg§t£|& • ''•'^■^ S ^.;; ; : : 'r'-\ ..y.^A;, ™ 

■rJ* $&***$ :'»*»■■ ^kiiig *(i|eJn ihe "pife’dj''ftl t arkalik, 
.ji>4 tfre becoming* txllra of the soil The inhabitants of the 
Lf>l Nor. like the waters of the Tarim, are gradually withdrawing t 
me ^iag in, the hamlets, are disappearing, and the^i 
."•W "*<* are invaded by giant reeds, which, in turn, uo-lon»|j 

* ,, ' !,r> . ^ ,< ’* "ater needed to nourish thAo, are drying up and^ 

c*jitlwrmg a " a,y Tlien w ? 1] begin the slow but cer^work of 
|S^” eai,<1, w1uch pom© and cover the rains of ancient cities, 
•^»,TemnantK oi wiMageisi the bouses whether of mud or of wood 

. gthe withered rushes, and the dead reeds, spreading oyer all this 
^..district a vast , pall which i| will lie impossible to raise, for fhe 
sapd will have buried whatds muw the everlasting 


non. 


: Already it has partly done iti work, for ,tlie Lob.K^as we 

see it is not as it was in Prjevalsky's time,: andr^e Russian 
l^ner^ himself could not find the lake* which is m&tfed upon: 
the old Chines# maps, and the existence of which » confirmed by 
tho old woman we were talking with. According to thp trd®tion, 

^ ^° Wn fl '° m Ho generation, there, wte>t :dni ‘: 

^txme ,a vast inland sea We, without any sedges or /rfepds. The 

mb ??,** '^ e bave themselves seen large l&e^ : j$hQugh * 
°?mpare with the sea which they have heard. ’hen of. 
fflm- th«m says that the water recodes every day, and’ : that it',; 
Cr*”'' ^ a M *° 1 ’hed hy the saltpetre. To this reason, which ''may.'* 
^m to soi^ wrteut valid, I will add anofher**for the last twfUxb- ' 






ACROSS THIBET. 

whioh was formu v v ^ >u ^ 
t^mstqhave been pacified, at all e^ntefor ti^ 

Vantage of this trucetp dev^ ™^ , 
cn ^ vatwn °£ the fields, which they had- hem.^S^T 
?W.mty'frponi* . time . tp abandon. In order to irrigate 
^«hav*div*uted pdtl of the waters of the Tarim, which'S tfe*:' 

. m lr "f afcl0ns °r artificial inundations ; while crops like cottote - 
’£$. °*J iCe> . W rec l^ ire a great deal of moisture, are becoming ‘ 
Sif; ^! 1Ve T eacL year » md consequently the body of water brought ’ 
Ilf 'V L ° b ^ district is vet y considerably less. . 

re ^ y to our qoestions as to whether they enjoy gpb^': 

.y JaUth. ^d to what complaints they are subject, they reply tha^ 
yhejr mode of hfe is a healthy one, and that epidemics are rare 
They do .uot know What it is, to hare smallpox, and are never 
subject to the ulcere which are so frequent in the East. When 
hey reach u certain age, they generally live to be old ; but among 
young children the mortality is at the rate of one in five Thev 

CKadreB hOTe D0 m alady, but. “.they will not W 
. ; S ^p*/ thig is the. best explanation we can get, The corns 

• | Sy >; ^ , Wla f adults suffer come chiefly from the damp-^- ■$ 
a, mi, or rheumatism in the legs, which sometimes partially > > 
.paralyses old people; or else a disease of the bones. Thisis xffteir^' 
the consequence of rheumatism, and the old dame tells us that 
when ttos disease of the hones attacks a woman who is with child ‘ ^ 
she %%hre to die. ■ ■ ' 

• ' tak ^ Pkce ’ the fatl,er wf ^e bridegroomf ' " 

gives the father of the bride ten bundles of wild hemp ten p^teF 

of dmd fish, ten cups Of fish-oil, a stew-pan, twenty or thir^fe 
Joaviss ^ >read, from fifty to a hundred ducks, a flint and 
, Tfa,s 18 the binary tariff, the rich giving’ 
or ducks. The eatables are, moreover, 
at the weadme- feast, Th* m.J.. _xi. - .... ?Js :* 


„ — xuuxwover, consume - 

a emjMmg least; The reader might gather from thirst 
presents that the principal occupation is%hooting ; and ’ ; :C|“ 
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3&' ! ’fesipiltidtis o£ 


?** generation 
:; •'■.■ lofty ideas';, for 

*•■;}■ *kongb ^pverfc^strickjBtt, are ’ not’ s&ivftges. ■ tfhey 

j-.. ded^» themselves prou4$pf being Mahometans 

. ^^nstitutrag one of the reasons for their contempt of the 



Chinese and Mongols, whom they describe as people haring "no 
gbook" Their religious 'practices consist in listening to a few “ 
r >erses of the Koran recited by one of file elders of the tribe ; 
ceremonies are simple, being limited to burials. When ft , 
man dies, his hands and feet are tied, and if his family h^ any 
cloth, a now garment is made for him; but if nofc,heisdres S ed 
vin. an old one. An elder recites a few Mussulman prayers, and' 

; .th© yorpse is placed on a stretcher made of reeds and osiers ; it is 
Covered with rushes, and placed in the midst of the reeds* 
|j|ttd the relatives cut more reeds and heap them on the dead>ody ; ; 

a ^ P a P er ^ ead-|i- fixed. in. tbe^gtound. 
,^nd^ «^rfemony ends. ' , ... ... 

, \ > - ' ' * ” * , . ' ■■■i-, &'• 3 

*»»** , > ’■/ . ' 1 . 1 4 " . 






:: dOEo$8.. . 




cfrurse of the T^ih th e 

ShHhPPPP^^' same. with , this slight difference, *hpt in .coHa*^ „,. 


wmmiv -hillock of^ftd for the'piie of 
jHKVffc^ve .been 'conversing for a couple of 
IPppaj^g: to rest. the aged -AAa asks us ia turn. a question*-^© ’capi^^P 
v.^Ofebelieve that wo are not .Russians, and he wants to ; ki^P(W^|f^ 
do not. come to deliver them from the Chinese. We 
^'iljiiqt^'ispill do whit we can, and, in wishing each other gdod- '» ■ 
'a-' "'night..' w 'cordially agre’fc in expressing, our detestation of all'-jhe 

■■ The . parents embrace their children, the family . affep*:..;*-' 
■p&M'<Jto&ifepitt.y being strong among these giflbd peopieJC^^i^ 
long, business for them to go to bod, as they stretch* 1 them 
tclves out on the ground, the women remaining in thp wut>3to g ; - 
room as tlu* xuen, separated only by a sort of awning maiSa ^p ? 
pugh canvas, and stretched on to reeds from the ceiling. V-' v 

■ , Nomhher 7. — It is very cold, and when we get up there ai4 
: ;^ight degrees pf frost, with a strong north-east wind. Before 
■^^irjpg we endes'Vour toiget a little sport in the reeds^but $h^, ; , 

• tteith'q thidt, hand we cannot- go far. Moreover, we are told {!$£$. j 
bpilrsi.'.whidi used to he very abundant here, have beeirMf 
a tiger. We should gain nothing, therefore, 
eastward, and if we have any spare time, we prefer to 
this side of Abdallah, towards Lob. Our return : - 
>*'-#CCOtnpli*hed without mishap, though we are overtake® ri/ 
h tempest which at once freezes and blinds us, and arfetfi'- 
compelled to wrap ourselves up in our touloupea, 
s , fur caps de\Vh over our ears and eyes. Having thus voluptot^y v y 
rendered ourselves deaf and blind,, we sit quite still at the;3E|if|^^K 
getting our feet frozen, so #s not to disturb the equilibrium q¥^|h| 
boats. We are not soity to see Couznetzoff again and the fnw?$ 
before which he is pooking some birds. «*. : 

' 'Mjvevder first visits is to the cetriet^d^' 

Abdallah, which is ^situated on three sandhills the ; 










im: 





-- Tarim. Us oip which ja x& placed ••, 

It, -heads of {MdtyNf.df the tai1s'df;f|fe«.' ^L^ppn'one of the hillocks* 
.’’terijajps that reserved for the burial of the ehie^i, it a small reed 
: hut divided into two compartments; in teach of which is a sort of - 
• ^f^dtejn. rack filled with. the horns of deer and antelopes, while in 
•• the hut 11X0 more stags’ antlers, and antelope, heads dried 

‘fie skin on them. I bring away a few of these learns, biding 
‘under my coat, and in tin 1 afternoon go off for .a ride, with 
Pftchdin and a guide who is to show us the way to a large lake 
the south-east. As wo leave the village we meet a I|ongpl 
caravan consisting of about fifty camels and twenty horses, most 
^df-ihem fully loaded, coining from Karasliar. The- Kalmucks who 
riding them are on the way to meet their Sovereign, who, as 
;>we learn, has lost most of his beasts of burden on jliis way from 
Lhassa. It is useless for us to stop and v talk with them, for 
•they would give us no information of any value, so we conth|ue 
our march. After riding about six miles, we peach two small 
v depressions in the ground which are barely moist, and beyond ' 
<|^hat there is no vegetation, the stony desert extending to the first. 
J^ urs ^ le Altyn Tagh. There is not the slightest trace of 
Ihe great lake we have been told of, hut our guide says it was 
three months ago. He adds that half a dajr farther on, 
his hand towards the south, there are ruins, supposed.,, 
the ^remains of a large town, nearly buried in the sand, only-, 
tops tef the houses being visible. 

J *^ urn » we the village ..of Abdallah in a state 
whole population ru’shing about, shouting and ! i 
^^fetetdating ; the men saddling their horses in haste, the women 
children crying; and two old women, bent double, groaning 
quavering tones and exclaiming, ‘-Allah! Allah P The ■ 
a- are soon ready, and the men, with Xnmshikan Bey 
’** ‘Z “ts! 4 * wke off in the mifyo direction. We watch , 
^ey.^sa-ppear in a cloud of d|j& and when we ask the ,f ' 




Av: 





:, tones ^t|e'|yiant.'^^te, proceed to j^PWMMP 


bthing in ^hediroctM^ horsemen haVe goue,,am|:^fca£| 

||M>:$dl -dust,” -they say that 

^^-il^wuaig expedition' a mouth ago haVe^^^iefi.' ' 
htttV ; tW^.--wliia«aii three started, only two have retojf^^: 
| r jE^ of the three were sons of Kumshikau Bey. In' 

^whi^,..the Jhilie batMl of sportsmen draws closer, and thrni 
ilwwibat - . ntt i 'three r nre ; '!l6t^ipei-so that the lamentations are turned "' 
jiinto ; as mdsy. The whole village went out to 

. me4 who were on foot., with emaciatecWaces •£ 

' climes ■torn,.- waiting very slowly and leading three" 

When asked what had become of the two other beasts; 
^hey ;^a*d that ttfey had. died of cold, and the loss of these two 
siiimals excitod fresh lamentations from among the old women. 

>A|jbr the. skiers who had gone out to meet them had got ofT ; •» 
iJ^IE;hpr^vMd kissed them, the \nang men were made to get 
the story qf their adventures. First they -went 
njonth^ih'il and then eastward, and though they had seen a great 
many wfld Camels', they bad only killed two, the second lit six 
t'jdttys’^t^rch .'.from here, The skins had been cut ap -into, 
Vtw^^tlitr'-piece^ and loaded on a donkey. 
hacTlmfeh rubbed 'off, and. they had put it into a hag.fcl|^p^p§S||^ 
being spoilt. on the way., 4 , • 

The return of the efutssenrs * and our presence i 

are made an occasion fqfsi^u^ments in the evening; 
women put on their smarte^ypff^^ a wateti|||® 

;4re88, reminding one of the Bbkhkra f tuffe, with rod in frc$ 


southi 


* 1 1, sieniB a pity that we have not iu Eu#Uk£ a cemprefaWwive 
;\:io :^^ignftU» > ^c«K' who go shooting, touting, or 

eh » se - "is only used tiow to designate hunting — 
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^{^^/of.jfche^hiet with Mad* ^-V~ 

»' leather, while one of Wea3re?lfCT^lrf^‘ pJbSed,through one <m<l 
' , iff tlie tielpj which she •h^^^|§S , ^g- taken thee, off her 


The iitv 


for fear of iiijurjng .th^Titt'whSfe tjuttin|f rreeds tor 
.One <jf the w.oo^u' if ; rather pretty : f';Kh<>th»ese, 'with regular 
features and a pale hbwplexion, which 'brings into relief her big 
black eyes, surmounted by finely-arched eyebrows. Like her 
' .^bippahions. sin; is short iu stature, but, being better looking,' 
^|ih excites their jealousy. . Idadame Tocaesch, to give her her 


■name, very much regrets her native land, finding Abdallah too 
savage, and, to mark her disapprobation, she ran away a few days 
ago to her parents, who reside at Teharhalik, but they, instead 
of hiking her in, informed her husband, and helped him to get 
her back. An honest man, when ho has sold lus daughter and 
been paid foxnher, would (fmsider that he had committed a theft 


if he took, her back to the prejudice of his son-in-law , and as to 
the girl herself, sfae is not consulted in the matter^ : 
h ! - Madimm Tocaesch shows her superiority oyek her companions 
*hy the grace with which she dances. She . is,- accompanied. in'hetb 
dunce by some of the meu, who nod their heads as they mtdte| 
renrnl, and stretch, out their anus, which are hidden in the long 
sleeves of their kalat (large cloak). Although they are agile apd 
light-footed, the dance*- -to which our Russian plays a^j^pe upon 
his harpuminm, two or three of the old / wo iy w ebani ing in a 
nasal tone — somi becomes monotonous. 


tb — The minimum of temperature * is about one 
•/'i^^reo.lwdo'w zero, but although the morning is cold there is no 
ltd, and it is, therefore, good weather for goiug up the Taring 
fore leaving A bdaiiah we mak^ a few final purchases (of 
^ dried fish, sandals made of donkey skin), payment 
^P|HS|.in Chinese money, wddeh haste be weighed, a alojw^d'n 

be TViiieivtlwreil tlmt wo arc among Stassitlmans, eaeh of whom ha* - it ; 
^pP 'W i lyM ' 1 ft ry «e fairiy’cbeap. 


’,'1 





bread ’.toad e jb$f 
journey ;. “We promise bito^fe 
•Si'-''$^;^fid^bp6;.>vte ; ^av.e: to maw 
C^iv&rfgus modish /ol. locomotion, I go oh 


B tar as the'mt&$dajl»h, where ! take a cup of tea (with a 
ii; -butter in it) with the old centenarian, whose sons are 
i%- their. spears and getting their guns ready for the 
of tbowild camels. They accompany ns as far as our 
canoes,, which have arrived from the other village of Abdallah, 
and, with the weather not so cold as it was yesterday, we ascend 
the sti-eaih, our boatmen finding it very hard work to row against 
•fbe. strong current, , Floating pieces of ice come into «>>01ision 
oto* -canoe*, and we. are at. times dfmost hemmed in lietwoen 
|hem, the oars having no hold upon their surface. hi the bends 
the river is ootoptetely frossen over, and we have to break the ice 
jmd'ofearia, reminding one of polar navigation The two 

S aves Whp' are charge of our big canoe sing all the . tn.hf. 

r. having a strong harsh voice and the other a falsetto.- MV 
Itoi^te.fhejr singing in order to raise the drooping spirits of out: 

-tout in spite of all their efforts they cannot make much 
headway, and. we have barely advanced ten -unites: in a straight 
liue when we Save to stop for the night. Our donkeys and busses 
have overmen us, and having' picketed them, we roll 'mrsely^': 
( p|) in our rugs and pais a very pleasant night in the npni; « 

'there Icing twenty-seven degrees of frost. 


.$ow.-A-‘r i 0. — Navigation, difficult as it was yesterdSj^^Sl 


becomes inij! 0 'Sihle,and we hate to be content to follow' tin; 'Tan*ifc$j 
■ ..py going along J.ls hanks. We meet, boatmen whose canoes are 
ly'^ed ni 'the ice, and they say fUey havu.. been in this piijgjfit 
,ibr\®tee days, unable either. fesf;.^^ftck or to advance.. : 

/m to give them some 'food, fwhudr itfe ' do m 



■ ■ Ifi? 

r uilos 

Oil cut. 
called 
rchar- 
u they 
l)egitt 

t; to run away; hut when wo, assure them that we mean them 
no*harm, they gradually gain confidence, and on our, offering : 
them a cup of tea they become quite convinced that we arfe 
*■ friends, and give us all the information ; w#ask for. They tell its , 
that the sheet of water from which wf see the Tarim issue a 
hundred yards or so above Tchai is the Kara Bouran, though 
, it is little more than a series of inundations, representing 
the largest stretch of water to be found in the Bob Nor, It; % 
■' begins at the village of Lob, and ends here, being interspersed ag,. 
many points with lagoons and islets. It is nowhere more than thre&g* 
feet deep, in most places only a foot, while the lake which we r 
.!■ skirted above Lob is the Keme/.etiantche, which does not commUc 
iy cate with the Kara Bouran, for since Ihjevalsky came into the ' 
district the course of the Tarim has been changed,, and the level 








a feu 


. : and hud nut ot^the bank*! f$| 




Tchai, the inhabitants, migrate to 

i «>, ."•» ’ ' iLg across. Whe 


kalik, ahd have already taken 


see us Waking for their hags they take us for thieves, and 


of the water has fallen. 

These indications save us the trouble of following the bank of 
the Kara Bouran, and we determine to make a short cut across 
the country opposite Tchai. 

/■ light still lasts I try for a little shooting on the 

Kara Bqwlfci but we have great difficulty in getting the canoe : 
l ; there, as th« current of the Tarim is very strong at the entrance ' 
W the lake , and when we get there it is a sheet of ice, so we have 
. W give up the idea of going any farther, My excursion, though 
••fcbsfcf one, is not altogether fruitless, for T succeed ip, bringing 
down with No. 4 sh<^ a very fee white swan of the specief trhi°k 

is domesticated with us, as he flies over my head, ivhile with .a 

I bullet J kill a .goh^e flying in the midst of . a flock, these being Wo 





mm 


to back myself to repfjfc^y. |g ^he. 
to surprise us by their loa.f ] 
a ltussian term,>-wlueh"t% : Site" 


tiieir meiaot^^'^tbe visit of Prjevalsky. 

1 . Norem?/-'i 11. — Commencing our march by moonlight, 


■^l^crve for rhe first time the phenomenon whicli will strike ug sol 
’||tN& upon the high lands! viz., a sudden drop of the temperature 1 
the sun appears above the horizon. We are at present v^ry 
•ihsuffi -neatly protected against the cold, and although we^'are. 
%>h' : ng, We sluver frwm head to foot, while, for my own part, I\" 
do not know what to to with my hands, which, are so numbed 
‘that I cannot, get them warm. }Ve have n# choice lmt (-> wait"' 
till the sun has got up, when a fresh trouble ari-.es. We are in 
U desert the sand of which is in many places covered with a la w;: 
of salt, and the refraction 4^ so great that wt* are coustanth being 
led astray by the mirages, While wo are dazzled, bonded, and half- 
roasted by the sun into the bargain. It seems as if all the sun’s 
TV* Ufa™ converging upon us, and as if there were no choice but 
'to let ourselves he thoroughly baked. 

Our horses do not seem to be so much affected by the heat as 
wo are, and 1 really believe that i ln*\ can smell their stable, though 
*t>ll more than thirty miles off. There is no road, and We have 
to guide ourselves by the compass, but the instinct of our htWsea 
is the be t guide, and we speed along at such a rate that a courier 
sent, forward by Iv.nvalot has scarcely time to hand u«w JfdlMv' 
It arrives rather late, for we are already in the oasis, and bespit 
long w- see a rivulet, some gorse, then some tamavisks, sevefal 
stnali poplars,* and, last, of all. Each mod, going off at u great pAde:. 


After “ those wretched hares,’ 


In a few' minutes we are in _ 
CUinp, which has the aspect of a small town, with people 


^ *■ JL X ■ , *'**'*. J w*^' i 

and going in all directions, buying and falling, go»s>pi^ |%ft ; 
nailing down boxes, while in the centre is our little tent, 

JPofv.lv 6 ■ i ivwsjtfdiU * ; 



wjur'i 



Inf 

onvalot, with his legs ftros's^d Tua'ii^i^asfen, is en|by, 
a meal of sparrows, cookbd oil a ^:^el aliees of sheep's 
sit between them. fi:. ;• 


All is well at Tcharkalikpour Bussians .are preparing for their 
veto m, and two men of the country have been engaged to- 
accompany us. The provisions are gradually accumulating ; 
broad is being baked with 


plenty of salt in it, sheep’s 
'.paunches are lx;ing filled 
>Svith fat, the salt is being 
purified, and the prepara- 
tions are well advanced. 
Ouv' men , however, have 
.been go, rly obstructed in 
their work by a tempest 
which lasted two days, blew 
down the tent, and covered 
everything with sand M. 
Bouvalot has eilWted a 



(HTOINtNO WOMAN AT AUBAtI.AH. 

. '• w 


regular massacre of hates, and we, in return, give him. an account/, 
of our excursion, which has lasted a week, and during whi^h. 
we bis i traced the course of the Tarim in the Lob Nor, ajid , 
have ascertained that this latter name does not now apply to a ■' 
Jake, but to all the marshy portion of the country watered by ... 
the Tarim, from the village of Lob to the end of the river. • ■ d. 

The largest stretch of water in this region is the .Kara 
’a tract under water between Lob and Tcha’i. The waters of th&’t 


Tarim are hot salt, while there are springs of fresh water (Eutin) 
fe tlie Lob Nor, hut the water of lihe pools formed by the Tarim 
n a saltpetre surface is brackish. Each year the quantity, of' 
the Turku brings into thc^ country decreases, the 
6i |[ i te(:., u P* the reeds are more, and more covered by 
^l^hiqh is gradually driving inhabitants towards 
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" , mm fimkiuikhit to thb kqvw^awaw. 

ur £ho &mihcm Bond”— Taking- Ritoek-^Ketr' Km r«‘n : Tjtxuiyr uixd J^-Fifltivitie* ;•/ 
'Mhirkuiik — A Nomad - Priori H^yV Nctum^Takiiu. :* 

Chief ii\Ui ( ‘astody— ’ Tntr Puii#an aild His V* csUtf—Tha' Start- Vandi^U-dk- -Tiut 
’ Altyn Tngh- -VftIIiy .*{’ tho Ujaluai-SaV-^ Tehojhotu Sm-~TWr^li n. Oaf-u» TVijirop 
,;i ' , , Houry Lost '•' 

Avimber 1.- - We* are bo. far from having complete! ow.worik; 
that what we have hitherto done lias been little more than a 
simple, excursion, attended by dr? whacks so trilling that they 
,v, ; i#ereiy an .interest to the journey. I lane -.mu that the fftst 
Itftgrt.was. I&ourla, the second is Teharkalik, and tie* third would 
sli : be Batapg, if all coifSdnues to go as well as at present. Batting 
is a long way off, separated from us by deserts and the unknown. 
After Bating we hope to naeli Tonq^in, at the other end of 
Asia, hut u hen travelling there is not, fortunately, much tiine 
lo .reflect upon the difficulties before one. In tin; meantime we 
have constantly in our minds the passage in the narrative of the 
'English traveller Carey^ublished in tho Proceedings of tho 
Geographical Society of England, in which he speaks of -a route 
. goilff'io Llussa by the Kkil Sou, a river supposed to-be beyond 
thh Jiaountaiii chain which .Prjevalsky saw, and which be named 
Gpfc|ii^>u8* Carey had heard f he natives talk of th is route, but. 
ftn^yihad never shown it to hiftt. According to rumour, it is more ' 
than that of Urn Tsndaro, M inch joins the route of the ' 
"jfehnkbu Kor,first travelledby Fathers Hue and Gabel, and after- 
waW;by PrjevaLsky, 

, therefore, at all costs discover this route which, in- 

of.it, we call “ the southern route.”!;: , We* send our men to 
^ake-iiuju ivies, and each of them endeavours .to* bo bt aipon ihe 

■ namtive is bun* tvsuiued by ‘M . ,,f Trunnlat^^ . , , ; 





S®f*. 

u ¥jJtGBQM ,:mws’i\ 





$ 


i knows it aud 
.;• r -\ thorn having 

^ss's^^l^j^^ptevont.Tis from getting any dei|nitO'itiforuTtft : ^^.j‘ : 

our men care to pursue the* journey. ,Chi 
-.are go in g to leave us. They had agreed to roi^jf, 
. .,, - ^ -Nor, but X cannot persuade them to come bng| 

'tjnngan camel-driver ■-; :.!-■ nn rious to go back, 
0isg only kept v ith us by the promiv ci p;iv. >So we look’* • 
;<nit‘ for volunteers in the district, and two offer their servhvs, one 
of them knowing the Bokalik road, which Carey took. Wo 
.promise them good wages, and their arrival helps, to. raise thtv 
spirits of fh.e Onogans. ■ ' •• 

;; The chief of mr camel-drivers, the agel ’Imaloh,; though. lw 
walks with great difficulty, will hold on toothe Jasfriand will go 
iWheievei. the Ivhotan lis go. Parpa bus alreJSy been over the roatly 
Stud he does not show the white leather, but he puts on a. mys-* • ;■ 
.teripus air which ! do much like, when 1 speak to him of, the I 
southern route. If he is to be believed, he is acquainted with a c? 
very good guide, but; does not know his name He says, 


|hat he can had. linn, aud begs permission to go and ask for i, 


irmation in the village, and in the t*his scattered about in the ; , 5 
^ybusdp i|Be returns without bringing any important tidrm>, end X :•* 
soon ascertain that he lias been after something very ditfkebiii 
CjSJMn tlu; southern route. . * ‘ *.M0$ 

0 i Asto °‘ ir interpreter Abdullah, surnamed the 
0e is still a terrible talker, and a busybody who sees tliat.-t^^|J 
^ are not processing us he would like. ' He did not think we w^S 
J pi earnest when we talked at Kuldja of going to Batang^h^^-k 
bcung that we should perhaps go gs far as Kourla, 

***/?* the main imperial road to Pekin, ' or that, at the o^i^r 
, -Wef *dmuld go to the -Bob Nor and then return. 

"'.beginning to get anriotrs, and would like to dissuade yak' 'ifip* 
■; goi&g' iarther, so we';' aie convinced thirt we shall not. 

, t v 

$r , “- ^y'V 



AA»S» 6HB1&V UN rtih hOAt >. 


Ijalled Timour, and lias been a sheph erd, while lip goes in for 
jHH^^inijsg' and the chase when he has leisur^.:. it® is a married 
Hfe%ia^c«ltivates a small plot of ground, abd as lift- has often 
Altyn Tagh and the Tchimene Tagil, -he feels ! 
™ ^hesitation about accompanying us over the high table- 

ig^^pil&e of sugar soffits 
seems tQ -an interest in. wo 






' we prepared 

n ^r him singing and * 0 } 

; othrn is relating att aaiecdote/ j|fe . ; 
{With close -attention. In short, he is 
p«ntttrer. When asked if it will be 
j^tjiafos, he says yes, and thrusts his hands 'tii^fejjfc.:: 
^^sithem under his armpits. “But," beaSfiE 

Withal he is.nofWS®? 


dances 'veil, knows so many prayers 
. ■ a molluh, and possesses remedies for 


too stoat, is. 

IP heart that he^g 
various complaints; 

° tber mabl Wh ° is onl J about twenty, is called Ipa. % e is 

S ^ f Q a very dexterously, 'and c^k 

, Xt ls > «q«a% good at eating both, he takes m'% 
T7r Tit' f relates > coking, and is ready to split," 
7* Rtteml ***** and* clean out f 

' 5 = ^TT' 7* haS a ,oud K'k but so natural tha*^ 

• T! mt ^wpecially as he is generally rather stern. He 

, h^^ good memory, though he is said to be given to smoking ^ 
hasohisch in small quantities, but %se whom be has V vemJL$ 

■ se ^ d glv ^ im a Sood character. I saw him one night sleep life 

7 th U ° C ° Vering excepi a - **** tom fc 

slee P in K very soundly, though thn-fiferS 
»laago^ : g||^aa#he minimum temperature of the^hf^ii 
gfp-.beJow zero. As he was very well the ilex^ tiVt* 3 rcf£j 
A eaug^the slightest cold. I did not want to 

% iMport, ‘ ut *“•* *** *• 

re**- "«« - SKSys* 

It is as important to fee#&e beasts of !**§*, ,^dS BSE8 B& 
whe.. tlm means of twteport fait all iiiMii ii jU LsHSEltS 



■iMt 


'■*%$ 

it#; 




fe'a^v;';^, . '. ;•'**' ’$ * 

ea^^yoci ^ 

"„' . «N 

vbake a small quantity' al'ivillst^Pl' -^j 


(fejgLi't «t wfisdie;. in^o .. 

■ w pi::|*vc uring * hb • 

tWmake them 


« *. -w-jw, •« w r . ■ ■' ■ **.«w i " , 

We W ali 

•■f^ilci^^^eii, and nails, wfcd#%« have fot ' 

. tjbp.Boife and'^jwlsi^' , - -y / ;d ^ 

... ' ^The^men's 'pe’ftssfei-'a^ sown 'and; .judge. 

'*}/k&g in & are »*& out of »h«*pslrin« > .aad ; Rfeaty''o^i^i^^^ 
L.'f^ipbvided, as well as leather stockings, into wh^il^ 

■ iri^ki^aJt has been, wel “wrapped 
Russians^a shoemaker, and we employ 1 Kim -. y 
?V boots, while the men prepare their own according ^ 

their respective tribes, ', ¥f|$^jb:l| 

. ‘^'; ^ er<? M a regular%narkct every day on the outskirte" ; pj ^ d ^ | 
^Bttle‘ camp, and what with the chaffering, the disputing, andi|K?f 
the scene is very animated. ‘We gradually get op, frieh4l^ :r : 
- . sterins with. the natives, and at the end of a week have acquired 
.a certain degree of authority at Tcharkalik. We have created a 
French party in the place, and it is among the members’ of this 
pai-t^ that we shall find men to transport otr provisions for a 
iiionth or more. 

^be birthday festival of Mahomet the authoriMacame in 
y^^jb^dy to pay a visit and offer us presents. They wefe anxipms 
■" ^ tbal^d&hould participate in. their rejoicings, lor ' we .were . 

from^oft^e and hearth, and it would be unbeepmijag df they J ™*’ 

. BOt to incite us, I thanked them, an^ rep^v^the asr 
,. ttmi' we had mi bad intentions in ."-dear \ j 

always, he jin keepi^with our;. wowSs^- i-^ey 

we. told riiem,'ah|tvj^|'^d permission to entertain fe 
course, ji^readiiy.^ntod^ni^^ay long the 
S-'#* fc,1 %^W ahora<!t «elebr(i^jfeby fe$0J0m$~ v dances, and 

whieli Rachraed; 

‘V. ' ’ ’* 1 '.fry W. 



if Wi.'&'f -a'. '"*- 

Lj *_X &£* ■ ■ ■■ _ . ?.;■>* 




■li# ; end, as Ve'Suisitt'^i' wl 
{. -.^w^e;ibiystalliBe4 ' salt — a tn'SKa^^ 
^pii^.jvhi^was- atoned for by. a ; 

<»>■.'■■• — A terrible tempest 

the north-east howled all last night, an d 
eompels its to* construct a^ sbeiter, for 
^ c ^ en • ^THe tan perotmv .<di!cip*£ 
very suddenly, tiltd this morning! ibfe. 
natives appear in the guise of North-’ ' 
|f(t ■ ■%ners, all of than wearing sheepskin^ 
ahd the furs of wild animals, such as 
foxes and wolves. Our people avail them- 
selves of the opportunity to try on their 
, winter costumes, and very odd some 'of 
them look. -j ; ;’ ■ 

man arrived in the course of tie 
morning from Abdallah village with 
;.?* donkeys and horses, bringing at the same’ ' 

.wild duck, and a letter from Prince Jffe’ni*y. Another 
> ist mews announces the arrival at Abdallah of four Kal- 
i^ueks, who -are' believed to form the ad\ mice guard of tho Khan 
'0£ the KSalmuo% this personage being on his way back from’ a . 
pilgrimage to Xthaesa. He is expected to arrive in a very deptor- 
able condition^, a^jhis caravan has been deeiipated, and he lias fegfr 
two hundred, an^ twenty men. He has made the 
journey (pks), and has come by' w^®;' 

the Tsaiddm J ^lbr;the'.inesseBge|jkys, that when the 
the' Kalmucks attempted to re^l’ tho “City of the Spirits,’**- ’ 

• fiome tvveilt 7 H ? ars ago by way of the Kizil Sou, he had to turn 
.back because tire mountains were impassable. > v ' 

of jthe Kliotanlis having brdugkt me sona^ iaaiSBidt- 


H 
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mimk: 
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I am 


j^vhngi'a ' ‘ucidekfetvnKl that 

, v ?•/ :2 -*° rkaalce to vv-liat tho I^$ays. ■■ : % s 

^‘ e mca}t f of tonify h® say's '.ihiftjil^n'-b'e no" 
P° $odthdtuj^i$:Ofle mdmop', when W'^nfrihrthe » 
° f with one Inmined and fifty a^es 'fa ;^ri%; 

\^- p^:.g'|lld an<3 skins, lie lost a number of bis beflstS' '■ 
••-;• • ^?o$panion.s. . Tbeir death was due to the 

odoUrS emitted froni tHe soi^ 

^111®^ *® t!,e ssf8es ^ Jan to the men. ^i^possIble'^^^V 
, definite -as to this route, the existence of which we r$j&0$0$ 

. as more than probable. The natives of Lob und Tcharkalik hn:i0"'j 
tJa* 1 ' rt. and the Kalmuck pilgrims have no information-^ 

K# the sub > ci p arpa asserts that a guide whom he knows 
’ "wing with the band of the Khan of the Torgots, and && 

On 0,11 +./-V ! &.-V n v, J i. 1 • j 1 1 1 n « - -'(Sr 


'■ . -Kgr \ v ”• c>lt ' * in guts, cliHI u&r 

%;*WT }aVi> 40 and meet Win at Abdallah. This leave I refuse; 

; r^Ji^as tw# 1 months’ wages in bis pocket, and with the cold 
igWfather setting in, he might he tempted to return home. 
)M£,A^ eT tbe impest, the atmosphere is more free from dust amL 

JC?r»hj* clrrr -A i j t> . _ ** 


ftngj-'--’ ' * i- K ' wviu UU.H, IIHH; 

_ !JV e sky becomes clear. It freezes, however, harder than 'the" 
amtives care about, the minimum under the tent being 10°. This, 
sudden fall of temperature has alarmed the population, all ,of : 
;?':.: t wbdip ! '.have quitted their houses and now make off intp-fhe 
bush, those who are strong enough to do so carrying a faggot 1 
* . .Nf *•' ‘ 7 be Al 5' k ia 'taozen,' and the fields ».'* 
with frost; a«4: the last of the swallows 
W, are impatient to mjfc ; 

” ^h.' ‘^itvrs ' 1 .' \ * * i ' * 1 I. . 

V V- *'** *' ’■ ' •; . . / V 

raged for two days, the sun te- ' 
±m & 7 * S & tlie sparrows chirking and the nati^s 
■mi map, business' begins i^mk up again. For^S* 
■'«$$. smallest bit .of • pound of g^pes/:, 







made, and the n !— ™™s 

. ; „ ? „ , . . , . incessantly .invoked, ' 3^WjS||L 
U^The^niinfenm is 2° below zeih/witb a r$. w 
tlie norih-west, while it is 70° iu tW'.<5n?* 
, ,,;. | P™ turned the paters of the Aryk into the wefe 

&H - supply for the winter; and for' th£-' 
^^e'ek. the nulls have been going, in anticipation of this 
a*' 'b* -scarcity, each householder unxi-ms i«» have olr-ntv 
. instore.' _ . ; ' ■••■, 

** ms to me very proficient, accompanies 
n a gnita^nd gives us a song as wo sit in front 
% , fWi the dane ™> and female, going through their 

|^rforma n ces to the same music in more or less gmce(uUtiitiul**J 

1 ie . , n ° f tlle 80n & is the world is all delusion," and 

is always looking for tlie realization of drives which it would"" 
as difficult for him to obtain as it would be to seize the moon,\:| 
though he &ees her every month. r ■ 

v'f ^rhe^ singer i> said to be the author of the- 'couplets 'he ■'$ 
: ^ng$ ; ,md. ■ we. ask him to accompany us in our journev 
a, n^; bring with him his guitar, which is made of two* pieced 
■ Wwci J for a moralist like him would bo a <ie 
acquisition - to bur .party. He has travelled about a 
deal,, having been to Yarkand, and promoted for gold 
sorts^fydaees; but he does not appear to have made his - 

amltt iH luM disappointments that have' inspired him witb-M^ 
doleful song. He has the reputation of- being a n honest \ 

T ( t Mahomet he won the wrestling. prize in 

vlympic, games. Although a native of Khotaali, 'li e •■*$#&* 
inumate in end of a certain Abdullah Ousts, who k »*y. proB^li' ■ • 
^ai fcpfuroii-workmg, and who belongs to Lob. " Some *&**.'"■' 
ago .«,kta a8 the singer is called, did a considerable 
toe .yd Abdullah-. ; The latter bad got lost while puNu^^*;' i 
camels, and would not;. Ita^e: been able to rejoin his eoni ' ' ‘ 







- lit* 


npoa . yfnij almost dea&'vyitly 

; ( blS0 j^ I M fatigue . From '{&" time tlVe two men have "b^h 

•j ■ ..^fcv^tthi ch attached to each other; 

V: We have ordered some ii? 0 » nails and pegs from AbdulJab 
Oasta, and we hope to enroll him in our party, for ipkla assure* 

0,le ^tier acquainted with tlio mountain than 
/. the old man; who is sti]}; ve^ vigorous, though bis beard is whited 
M he consents to accompany m, his example. will jfc .followed by' 

v,;;. many others. ; . ': 

, Tokta, before leaving us. says that we shall get of help 

An* * -V** 8 ^ Uar<jfi °t tlu - Junius do not interfere, and that the 
^hotanlis are all in our favour. v 

^ T0kU miiywi 'y wei^be trusted, because U U,d 

. “ What is 1 Saia^'P v ' ' . ■ ■'* 

V A m f n 3lkr unlives, who cannot stay long in one place 
owing to his mother’s fault.” 1 

'V v “ Explain yourself.” . 1 •, ?' 

l'^*rT h frpV Wha V ,appened in my oaw ’ and “«st have, done 
^.;g; that, of 1 okta. Our mothers, when pregnant with us. traveled 

’■*K»b.j S 1i thcd.-sert on «nk, and as they strains, 1 their evesto 
•^.beyond the Iwriam, they made of u, ' Sala,' or Iran,,,.,. A^d 
■fi$- Jsf why we are agun about to march southward, and Allah 
^tme knows who,, and who. we shall stop. And shall do . 

^ *? gtan ; *“ r tlK ' rouk ‘ «“» to me » one, „ UI, those ' 

cqped camels do not go fast,” ; 

Q^rcttpon Each mod reproaches me for having taken him into 
y .. ive w.n n m scarcely liad any beard, of iuyung .made him 
^wmore wbrte ban, than blacl, and of havmg made him ^s 

S T T natr '‘ S . TlK !1 ' ****** volatile, he. flies oil: ; 
M^geptana plays some joke upon tinman next him. loading 
Sa^pt -the insults which the Uzbegs n%#,all good humour f 

H is tba( we should start but 







u\k have as good 


I-. . ;?& v ^iiofeher ' the Lobis will ^uppijr jtW^ 
Mw&y& -4ifficui{i; Jta : be prepare fop vcipij* ' ' 

E$S^k for a^*aarch. Wefiodm dui 
IP^.fWoftped confidentially mentions that- be 'keifi 
Dungan and -the Lobis. ' 

As soon m-'f^Benry and Dcdeken return from the Lob , 
we shall settle these questions ; in the meantime the best course^ 
|WiH be to display greaSf;amiability, to pay liberally, and never. 

*o-r^^ a-ye5ne0oF v medic%e or. drugs. " \g: 

Ml. '^ mkr l i.— While busy eating some r&st sparrows cookel? 
K#p»,iheMd the voice of Prince Henry, who arrived in fcig&tfj 
j || pfe after a t journey of over forty miles since daybreak;- ''$$$ 
be- jn‘ excellent health and condition,- mid his first" i 
after ' inquiring how we all are, Was ns. to - w^n ' 

*>'** Whih T tolling him how we are situahp 
^her. Dedeken arrived, and to celebrate our ■ re-union,' ;• we - 
had tea got ready and a repast cooked. While it was ^ p^ ' 
Potion we talked of the Lob Xor, and theh coxrcluaioikisitliat# 
it but avast marsh interspersed with jungles, amid wfcicii-are 
Mdden the dwellings of fishermen. , . • '■■■■S- 

P -.Before starting we have to arrange for the return of : W-S 
7*®-- h i lm,)ans > 515 tbOy are to go back to Kuldja with-our^> ; ; 
lotions and letters, which the Russian Consul will send on for iis 
to Parts, ^ T e give them camels for conveying the packages, 
K-ourla, where they will. purchase an art, a {sort of w^ggon^- 

“ * eir to ^urn by the imperial highway of 

in#mg the circuit Of the Tien Shan (Celestial ^ 

gite'thero plenty of food and amnnmhiW 




AT THE FOOT TH1' ALTYN TAOH. 


either of the others, for he is no longer young, ami is unfitted 
for, very severe labour; hut as an assistant in our naturalist; 
.5*«rk,’h0 lias always been most conscientious ami willing, display*^ 
, ;mg care, order, and patience. We cannot be too thankful to 
too 'Much in his favour* 

■ Wpvmht-r 12.— We ask the municipality to supply m, at* a 
ojrice.to he mutually agreed upon, with horses, and with donkeys 
“■P** a potion of our provisions as far as the vicinity of the. 
pf ^ u ’ ^ ^ J y ^ ie Hokalit route. We are promised an 
'Wafer for to-morrow, alter a council ^ibeeu held. 

, 3 : 8 -“ThiS;moraiug we gfc a large body of:, men 
■appi^ii^.^ar eamp ; the' chiefs and n$riy all the pcoj^bfe 






temporary domhinV aii^'^1 

before, oi^f ll 
- ^ "dptas^peks . whia 

mtftl fcTiat,- *Jh« t.»w;Vo^ ; c . +!.,-. _» • <• ■* 


» tlie priblipal chief of 

mSfcki M\^titTWmis that they will giv$ ujj j^ itheE, 


, &>* mountaineering mid &£$'$ 

.Reason is certain death, etc. ' . ^ 
ge * +1 * ter ^*' insisfcs - He reminds ‘ bis 
y$T®-^ -• * be we have done in the country, of the money 
it, of the high prices we have paid for eyW-: 
v ■thing with the object of being of service to the poor vendors ; ” 
;;^en he.asljpiow it is that the promises made to us hut yesterday 
’ are not kept, and inquires whether we have given reason for sup- 
posing that we shall not pa}', as we have promised to do. 

**V" meanwhile we leam that secret orders have arrived, 
|^oa| ouila. Tiie Iiobi chiefs are said to have been prohibited 
rendering us any assistance, and as they have asked for the 

0f *f e Chinese *£ ainst the Khotanlis, they are determined to % 
3^^ orders and to put obstacles in our way. • *# 

S^ € - L ° bl chiti get « arrogant, and exclaims, “By Jupiter’ ' 
want donkeys you shall pay twice their value, and 1 

W" y0U any *. Astomcn for .service, not one shall ■ 
eav| the. country. We are not under any bond to you; wd-'dbt 

not pay you p tax-we pay it to the Chinese. No, we are underi^ 
np .bond to you, and we are not afraid of you ! We have^numhe^i 
^■Wtw&e, we;, are brave, you cannot frigJiten us ! ” .. , - ! ;t 

Itachmed, who felt the necessity of immed&to 
r action, need the argme^tum ad homium, and began 'to belabor ' ; 
■^■gr*k.pmpt,y His own people were inclined to defend him - 
b^ ^vc drove^emdmck by threatening thea.w^.ow weapj^ 
*he leader :fn custody, stating : th&t ,«ro 
. ^^exchange for the eighteen donkeys and 4&>brs^' which 





for Ha viteifWhQ w Vefy'dbwacast, and 
they all ri^flit. ' • • .,•_; 

: '/fc'? r ® the- exclaTOE^p^iof ^e wonieri upon 'th#;-;f^|||i|Eid 
-^'.^sWood, the 4t^* v :hfl^k, the donkeys br>y f -hi|;^i ^^ i. ’ 
; , a generali^pmar. . •' '■ V / •■-. . 

Bowerer, the chief whom we had "ill hurt clutches ■ 

Baled . with a cop of well-sugared tea. Tiraour advised h|oi to 
tHinfc better of his decision, as lie had everything, to gain by 
-Krfi^tying ns, and as we were certain not to give him his liberty 
■v -'ajgaih until we, had made sure of his co-operation. 

; The^jhicf then asked lor one of his men. and ordered him "to 
.“give them what they ask tor.” This messenger returned to the. 
assembly which was being held some distance off, in frdnt of the '* 
palace of a chief who lias a wife belonging to Lob, though he 
a native of Khotun. Some emissaries were at once sent back to 
ns to ask that the king might be set at liberty. But we refuel 
this unless certain guarantees were given us. The messeh^^ ) ! 
\ returned, and a fresh council was held, with the result that 't$5§|jpV 
came back in a body, accompanied by the grey-beards, who swore . 
that we should have as many donkeys, guides, and hunters as 
desired, but they were not to go further than the land of the 
f\ Kalmucks of the Tsa'idam. ■ 

They add: “We cannot show you the donkeys, because"- 
there has not been time to collect them, but hero are the Lobis : 
.who will accompany you.” The men are then ingle 'to step 
fbrwai’d, and we are asked, to examine them. Then follow 
declarations “ by the beard *’ and “ by Jupiter,” and all the' 
.jdlyiuities are havpked ; the crovvd approves, gesticulates/ and lifts- 
,'yP *ts voice, wlule all around ns are people smiling, waving’-JIseir 
arms with suppliant gestures, grinning amicably, and mnnafirring 
assent to whatever any of the others may say. 


^ k ' 




Sfte. 
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it /the last extremity that we agree ^ 

fa- * . 4 


when the crowd and the chiefs 
authorised us, by their hoards, to r pa ufge in 
t v ;.; they fail in their promiseHo supply us «rith "^whatiuire 
i'hey -.instruct one of their men, who offend ’ns hos- 
yton';0ut';ar?iya3, and with whom we have alwatkWn 
-v. ;to % anise tii e contingent. Our ht^b assents, 
^5$ u vft . -tlM? ■ other chiefs inform ns that they ftr& 

■'$?%.' Jfesent 'for' semaldays, their duty, being to go'- 
hiid f me4 : the--,i:hau of the Kalmucks on his way hack from 
Ifhassa. • *••• : •*••••« - • 


'.‘>K ' 

.. k " 

, '-. 4 * 1 


J he principal ■ Cfhiot, having been set at liberty, soon. eom^5'- J 
to take leave of us, and, with his nose slightly swollen, 
peats the promises already made, and swears that he has givei ? 
orders fSr them to he executed. After a. profuse display of ' 
politeness, he mounts "hi* horse and rides off. Our camp, relapse 
ihte comparative silence, the crowd having dispersed, but we A 
,^^ar oil all side.-, fresh, exclamations and positive lamentations. • 
1,aw happened ? Upon inquiry we find that all theU 
noise is being made t»v tlx- women v. hose beasts hare: b^efe* 
requisitioned, and who are moaning and groaning to each other 
’ on the roofs over tiro sad fab- of their jackasses • " . 

We are not dissatisfied with ih^day’s work ; the submission t| 
ot the - Lobis has led to that ol the. 1 ' Dungan camel-driver, wlu> 
obstinately declined to go any further, despite the engagement ha 
M entered into, and a treaty signed with his thumb,' or rathe* 
to which he had applied Iris -thumb smeared in ink. But 
although the Dungan ;e->gns himself to his fate, it is not. 
-without, heaping maledictions upon those who have acted 
i ^teipmtcrs. lie keep* on exclaiming, “ I have : been; put ifet™ 
ami vents his ill-humour upon his ;. sen-ant Kiaz. "whS 
y|8- a native of Toitrlan. Ami a* Kiaz* has • not been paid : his. 
w&ges. he ve forts by asking for. what, is owing to him, -and cvefi ■ 





•'-• .' it, 

*’!' 11 <<J1 account, as lie i&, jphfc lijhljj wgnhly enough Wto" 

; ,«aeouuter severe cold. But Ins master is sordidly mean, andj 
0it" $fbiz says, is the vorst-tc* mpem!* 1 person in China. We 
have to interfere on , his hobalt; ;\w.%eupou the Duugan takes 
f-he opportunity of asking- for an ailvanete from ns, for lie says 
; he has to settle his accounts and scud money to KunBa. 
tefls Us .no*. to believe a word of this, . and says his milter 
will not pay his debts, but will hoard up hie money. 

I •>. — All these little things indicate* that it is high ' 
/tfcw, he oft, so we finish oar preparations, writing- letters, ‘ 
y.twfoqfi *? thrf men who arc going back, as well as those who aro 
with us, aird others who have supplied us with -provisions. 
■;,Me have added to our caravan three dogs of the country, two ojf^ 
wliieli are enormous hounds of the kind here called pitta, forty ; 
donkeys, and a dozen men in two detachments, one Under the*' 
orders of Abdullah Onsta, the other commanded by T-.-kta, the : 
Khotanli. Wo have, I think, taken every conceivable precaution' 
against the unknown, for we have with ns two canons and paddl# 
in ease of our being brought to a standstill by a river, and if we 
d,u not want them for the water, we may be glad of them as 
fuel. # 

Member Kb— All is ready. We take wit!,, us 700 small 
g&mdles of hay to feed -rmr^iorses, which are bound to die oil' 
’rfhe first. We have takeminto account the probability, not to / 
say the certainty, of deaths, in order to fix the muntity of rations “ 
we need to take with ns, and it is in proportion to the number of 
.beasts burden that we have , so that the load may deCrr-.is.- ; k ,. 
W? animals die, and that the survivors may not be over-burdened 
e#t when their 'Strength has declined, -Experience tells us about 
1BUC ^ 3S ‘ wa «ted to feed the fourteen men of otu; regular 
**ifey for five; or, at the outside,, six months. 

, A ho sight of these bags and chests imparts courage to"SKach- "* 
me<| who; exclaims : “ With the help of Allah, ail w|l ; , to well." , 
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■ ; ••"•- ,■ V^o»%-V .v ■>■ • 

' ; ' vV ., ' v.\ . : ;•■'•*• • #* ' • . '*Sk .V . V > ‘ - 

i *V ^ 


^ native^ ; "V^-. :: i 

R^'ctoelB will not be able to cross ____ 

■■*?' jjj* /■*’" ^ vfl^fcen by the Englishman Carey, wh^b : 

: . jhava ■ & that Erjevalsky was o t' iftte, 

• i' • Wig f .'-^Sra impatient to put the matter to s l|§jfe- 

thhjstart is fixed foi* the 17th, 

17;— In the morning the animals were loaded, aa^d 
.., ■ excitement, the whole population being preserti^ 

11 3 friends and relatives of those who are. 

'was not merely the sight 


•fi 1 r ■■', ~~ v™ v/elj- the sight of our departpre'whi^p 

^^ ra cted them, for they had come for the same reason -'-’ifo ■$&&?. 
; sparrows, which* perched on the willows near the camp, were only 
t ; waitir, S for our departure to swoop down upon the grains of = 
^b^rley on the ground, just as the crowd of onlookers was eager th - 
Sduetlie empty boxes and bits of cloth which we were leaving 
behind, ' 6 • 

t;i iL At laSt tbe taravan is J ‘ ead J» and we start, amid bright #1 
.^$»ne, accompanied by the chiefs on horseback, who will go wl 
r ns to the camp, a few miles from Tcharkalik, the first stage be{L r 
' always a very short one. It terminates at, the entrant to thtyl 


, ddsert, on the other bank of the small 


stream which makes 




.^le oasis, and from which we shall once again get good wafe^f 

, ; ro ns, 'who have drunk so much brackish water, this is the mosk 
O delicious of liquids. 

•V ■ F ° rtj minntcs on horseback suffice to take us out of the oasis", 
>:ihto the desert, and as we get out of the saddle to sit upon the : 

! i :Mt where, the chiefs offer us “ the stirrup cup,” we cast a glance 
; towards the Gobi, with its deceptive mirage of beautiful lakes, ' 
the mountains to the southeast just emerging out of the mist,' , , 

' ’ *¥ Qre 8Unset » tlie hid us farewell, the beaten ch^felm 
;p' : ppt the least cordial among them, being of the v; 


To him, as to thp others, we offer a present, and tliey^S^ -S 
?j[.-wish. us a successful journey— “ May Allah gr#t ’ VfwMmSM, 


they 



a '- ^P 0 ^hat'.ithey',' would henceforth! 

^^#r^Q«a.with open, arms, and would not retain 
•^^ceollcciiori of ns, but regard us as friends. Then they -exchanged 
confidences with the goldseekers and trappers who bad* detpr* 

' 'Mined to go with us, and win. said, “ Look after my father 
utiy wife to patient in my absence, Give her corn on credit 5 I 
will pay when I come back*. Take care of yourself. May Allah 
ffleep you,” etc.- Then they embraced one another, those of tfy 
e family kissing lip to lip, while others squeezed the ham! of 
seniors, who imprinted a kiss upon their foreheads. Next 
fey -beard recited a prayer, and when he had done, they all 
^ their hands to their beards and exclaimed, ‘‘Allah is great I": 
W. The wife of Timour, a small and very activd ;-btunette, hi# 
remained with her husband. She is very quick at sewing bags, 
Awhile her sou, a little boy of four, clad in sheepskin, with a dirty: 
j ff»> snub nose, and the small and piercing black eyes of JiH? father, 
0 $*** himself by tapping the boxes, and singing “ There &■ 
one Allah,” until, at sunset, our three Russians make uj>;- 
,.Sfheii minds to part from -their companions. After ah exchange. 

wishes, they return to our camp of- the 
where they have left their luggage. We hope ttyat % 
they nave taken will get to Europe in about three mollis,,, 
t0 ^ ep after , having gossiped about the future, being 
60 ^ ar We ^ aV6 wonderfully well. !-i , 1$ 

minimum temperSai^rof the mght'wa^ 

.jof' frost., but +.litu «mc 1 A. \ »r - s’ ’ 




frost, but ■ this . was siff&dent to freeze ' 







teii ®: **: 

tern 


where we ea^afefcio-n.'i'gh'tf^^^^E 
be our onlyxmhk.v:.- •' •' •’ ”•! ;®wf 

aWanSJ^tony desert ;' to.oura4gbfc;fceihgia;4a^^ 
t . niftM ; loobing out- of the mist/ 

, "^-liyu Tagil, the . , g.old’ , mduntaiflfl;.iw8K'^^ 5 j^^^ fe 
_ $foM''4h* -jtoui approach to there. Th%^0|^f^ 
1^®^' non ®’ ■ Ibeir det&xlk.§anbe distinguished, ahi§^^'| 
pea^^^emihle. On the other side, he tells .us, beg^^' : ' 
land ofiee^ahd we shall find it very cold. V •'•?#■• 

■;, Our troop is .rather silent, and the mett, instead of 'eliatthij^*'''’ 1 ;: 
- (cheerfully as is their wont, flick their horses in a mechauicfe’i 
sort, of way, with a fixed look on their faces. Th§, morrow of^f 
separation, .is always melancholy, especially when one is bound for 
the unknown, and neither physically nor morally is one up to the v 
mark. h • •■, 

We approach ; some sand-hills .on our left.,, the outposts of . 
ibe tJbbi. It is there that wo are -to encamp; our , donkeys • 
and th^l|h(gc ! uf sheep we take with us for; food on the road ;;?/ 
following ns^ery closely, 'and making a pretty picture a- they ari*’ .' 
driven along by men wearing white frieze. From the sand, we " v 
get on to itt&fri %med of fire-clay, and then, again on. to tlie. sand, 
going, up and dpWiy shipboks formed by, the crumbling,; tway of 
the mountain and .the sweepings of the plain. ,, ■.' 

Abdullah Ousta, getting off his horse, begins to seaj^%'.; ’ 
^ater, which he is not long in discovering, from its proS^^x^itV/- 
;to thb 'salt on the 'surface ; and when the donkeys; -have' 


unloaded, .the men take their pickaxes and dig a 
if. soon filled with, salt water. '. ?' VMtS-Mi:; 


|';,We make some tea, which we drink pending' the arrival 
caihdi»v 1 .witl.i the ice y and though it is not very ime, we'-'.mU^^w 
apprentice ourselyfep.’lo the desert. I have often !$ $ :*'{ 

whenever one starts on a long expedition there, are; df ' ; w 






.. . ;>tT J'cM^vaib7iw^ 

/■they ail quite done, up, 
und we Lave been favoured 
^ue iaa^ call desert 
V^sbttjo'sailore for the first 

';.•■•• V" ~*'V «**« •» .< 

. 1-duee, called Yaudaehkak, aboTiAdg'^j^^ 

(tamansksji and our brilliantly illuminated ew»i§St^^Sds 
iuo of qne m the Oust Ourt, where there was r abidance 
ot mnl In th* evening wo have no fo«$r : than 

„ at once ‘ 9 UT men perhaps .be' mor6..ec&a^ ; t’ 
tllwr fue, » buf «* fought that, further on, they will n*fe, 
)f* able to get any, makes them anxious to make the most of the ^ 
,,«ortuhity, and there is nothin* more cheerful than the flames 
<ta orient fire lighting up the gloom of the desert. • f-};:: 

Attei supper Abdullah Ousta, accompanied by some pf the 
men, v comes to talk to us and to ask if we are still deter- 
iWoed t 0 follow the " old road,” as that taken by Carey is called, i 
A 3 r n <mi that W ° Slla!! 1,0 bf ««gM to a stop by two passed . 
^ \ r T* ts . that Care y* donkeys, had the greatest 

m P^S Ahem, as Parpa would tell us. The'fost is 
tlle “ Saxid ■Pam,” and oue wadies the foot of it by so 
narrow a gorge that very- probably the camels would not liable 
y t^teavme ^ Moreover, there is no sort of track over ihe Sand- . 

Tf- k 03lw tb8 ” Paxs <* »" J h« 

jliftfr? 5**. ■* *'*T J^I-TOIU, to mSkW feet. His -eon- 
'fSpi- .^ fc Mrti ®hould follow the “ road of the Kalmucks ’^ ' 
Taai'dam route— -which is tit-' 

■skould W five days without water. 

^;le thanking him for hi* observai**.,, «, Kp r at that 

•feWh 7 * T «4 that thiols 

TOUlC *“* ***» iO«l onM&mg. 

a d h r t*iT 7 minds “ 

b; • n ^^H^ aw ter promising 






^#w>i|4 ; ^raping : hW ^ 

^jj^*-y*ry plaintive song, which ;8twkii«:'a |||)t^^’ 
l^vironmont, .. The song seems to. -be 
•: ‘ of which the brackish w^r-j^l 

»f.;the soil. It is the soagJ^|§ 


to heniff } pypmme by nature— the plainT|p||| 


t - ' i»' 


/'■/A'-' 



****?$ tf he ean ever escape from, the forbidding 
•*» which he is 'enveloped. 1 ' 

November 19. At break of day, we hear that the ean^t^MlV. • 
missing. Men start oft in search of them in all directions, • 

&' »<& long before they are led back through the desert. 

Tb® youte is monotonous and stony, and the higher we get the •* 
larger become the stones, which trappers have piled U p a tj 
intervals so as to mark off the road. 

% At last, the Altyn Tagh is visible to our right, 
appeai-ing devoid of all vegetation, eaten into as they have . I 


hy the waters ; and the eye can follow the burrows in wh^ih^^' 
shadows wind along, deeper or shallower according as t)ie$%lvV- 
note the course of the streams, the torrents, or the rivulets, by 
which the water drains off the mountain. 

Having marched for six hours nearly due east, we J 
• valley watered % the Bfbhan 8#!, which also bears the'^, 
Kpntchi Khan, a great Boh chief He is said to havfe cxroSj 
the Txaidam with his flocks, and, having discovered y_ 
while on a hunting expedition, it took his fancy, ai*d W 
his family to settle hurt This river is said always to ha^ 
ol wa|er, which we <4an (juite believe, as its whitish, milk 
indicates that it proceeds from a glacier. The na£J 
indeed, that there is a sn^ll glacier at its so||ce. The : 
water is considerahlei:'|^|tlte . sands' suck, ft Vail up 





toounp, half. 
^ ^T^iSv'ated, and after 
wtb live in variuhs 


, , ^ \VrVt : ... 

K^zP**** '**&&&&■■■** to a discovery made bf jtiphief comin| 

,. '-the Tsaidara render it probable that the natives of Thibet 
¥ oome 'intemixed with the Lobia, though not in, any 
'!i^S ^H**®*®’ a s1 “PP osition to a certain extent confirmed by the 
,S we had penetrated into the centre of Thibet, we :; 

Y HSL# natives singing the same melodies as the people of the 



valley of the Djalian Sal is characterised by blocks of 
V bave been scored, perforated, and fashioned’ by f; 

uaftire, and which affect the shape of boughs, bones, shoulder* 
: .|lades, and shafts of columns, the aspect being that of a ceme-S 

fefpfr tbe tcm,bs f)f wb ich have been prpfoaed^ and the corpses f 
’*® fca “t;ed to pieces and scattered to the winds, 

t e come upon traces of gazelles and also of donkeys, m&t 
Id that some cfias$eurs from the Lob have recently returned 
the remains of Jcoulan s, a species of horse which roams in 
d' troops o^er the highlands. ; , 

i , Nmm6er 20.— In the morning the level of the river had **«&t 

Its Water is stiJ l Vrhite in colour, and Abdullah Ousta is ■ . 
*•'“ iniideut that at a week's march south-east there is a glacier. * •&’ 
j^We encamp at Tchoukour Sai, and on the way come aerfSf? 
» sjjRv ma>aou,s > from which pur men at once make; faggots, 
aWare thftt there is no wood in this district which 
Thes6 shrubs still bear their berries, hut un. 
these are unfit for. food. 

fjP||p* Caip l > . “ *“ desert,, beyond |he Tchoukour fciai—a * 

1 e^^orge without one drop water, lWe shall hilt a day ' 
he«V**d send on* animals to ib^on the r$|untam, negr to some 
•, as it, is indispensable to'jjp^erfcak^ the passa|l of the 


fa effecting vanou, repair* and „, cleaning, everybody being 
Bf l»dW , ereept the Dungae camel-drivcr. who ha* Ji 

■ Z ^X v n °iT1 l,ttfc Wf™ onrs, a„,l i* sulking Hiaatteni 
* i J.*/^s he xs in a viler humour than ever, and that he 

*zz?r Mi ;? a,,, 'r i‘™ s he ‘ msV ” n« 

^.dde that he 0.1*0 a dog being led along with a stri „„ nnmll 
: f* neck. dM^hi, tooth all the time, and ho iMheveforf, oiad' 

X‘"r ", V? ' , ‘- h 0,lr "“ r " h ' iag SUK «-T wfli 

give him a dntyfc: of tea. ' .. J 

• ft /fTfZ ofm) from the camp, after' 1 . 

• 4hl Too r r ’ PaS ' S 0, ‘ t,)JS JOnrm ‘^ we *"»4 wore'.' 
K f'w t00 y«lt 4 to a cation, which shapes its way southward 

,, tid conu s out at the foot of the Koum Dawan. This cation is Y&J'^ 

^cturesquo seen from above , it narrows as one gets h^i 

' S haTilf tt J " 9 UaiWW W - -hichil^ 

^aUx has left numerous deposits. From all sides the high and ,< 

a^ep hax^huve caused the sand to silt down, anti tlmfa tr S 

l^nent^gtnents pf the alluvium, in the mass of which large ** 
p : cavities^ttat© eaten ‘ 

^ Advancing in this defile, we reached a narrow gallery 
».«. giving n „ a6r .th 0 m ™,,t„«, which the wa^hlM* 
mto. x, would hot require a great effort of the 

i“Z °«r But if the eutr^ei fa.|S*| 

c,i„ lj ;' s .*“»♦* WM mme d,lik ' alt ‘o *®t o'* of it: -w. imd td 

■ £ eiqis formed by enonnous stone* which had nlitdM. 

faff -»va, and whiefcthe came!, could not 

AJfc h*.ng «»«« theabute farther odi a»d iS*li 





Wi 

..*>$$ determined - 

Sfwr iron pick- ; 

tke.-.v 

/ i' 

we 




■‘V. 


° r T °* n ' 

-iite ^ ^ ' 

IP^a .bewtle a'''- itrea#fli 'tt|i>^ 0 t. 

:;, frezen over. The water, though 
a tride salt, is quite drinkable, 
dhd we should be very thankful 
never to taste worse. 

, ' ;: :ifn &** region fhero are 
plenty of traces of wild animals, 
such as wolves, .foxes, and 
• ^gazelles. A troop of fine ani- 
mals with curved horns looks 
. down upon Us from the crest of 
the hill as we get off our horses, 
and it is evident, from the foot- 
■^prints on the banks of the 
. Htieam, that they were coming 
f down to drink:. Qur appearance 

|>3ias brought them to a standstill, 

lires “ s] iot at them, tta whole tmogl 

:£v >lt P ““ W v: 

■|t . ? ... tnry goes in pursuit, and win n night sets in 

stl ^Hb 8 cmt. So we go off in search of him, for fear of - 
, ardent having occurred, and discover him, not far from 

which he can aeithec „„ mn ... 
down no^o back. At last, by „ ,. rt |,i‘ 

9i^||>pomted not to, have found le.o $ had wounded. 

r* lt - 1 # hat m -^^uain^ahe.^ii the faun# pee^ 



THB m;\r; AV/ 



^feteSHb* iti a m$mmt •^^Pp 
their 

g^^^i^PweJr do /abtiitwMge in 

f'^^*^..-''^ BII ** io ^ they have no ’'Iktitfjj^* 

„Si^>:^ H ^' close to>ar camp, traces of men and donkeysf 

Qn^ on the subject, and he tells ns; &*fc 
jp*f ' °^ -fourteen men, including- two of his sons, 

[ %en£ bn a shooting expedition in the ^direction of Bokalik 
\Vhen we ask him if the Kizil Sou is in that direction, he «$*.. 
;’ ‘it’ is, hut that he has never been there. ■’.•;< 

It is dear that whenever one speaks of the Jfvizil Soui itds 
impossible to. j||t any information, and J notice* that Abdullah- 


( i 1 '-' *^rr w ’ v w 

^osta appears to be ill at ease, while the others, .. who stM, 

$ 0 ®?’ could ^ v,? us *° me information., if I am not mistekJll 
J8,oX$ay* — 

'f.t'fi** no one W to the Kizil Sou?,' Yet -it is < said, $1^ 
<8jife> a ^‘ eat deal of gold to be found there. Don’t yomJsnovy) ‘ 
•^^AbduJlab, who has livt'd in those parte P ? * \% $■ * 

'“iThere is not one of us who has been to the Kizil Sou. : 

X biay/^ay that a man of X<oh is tliere at the present moment. 

J car ’ and we have no news of him/’- ..-/'• A/,, 
^^dt/was his object in going? " / ^ 

' ' ? V?° s «ek for £old, though he took arms with, him 

ing, -SO- that he , might be . able .to supply ' himself 

country biviiio uninhabited'/’ . . \ I • '^Y/JbBkI 

“Is he alone?”.. . . . .. / ; . . ' : •* 

; \«s, he has hot Qvntt^. a donkey with. him. He is. 
man, beset /by ; ctmdi.tom,'l.|o;.,w%om,.. not i- : having: 
pay: them. be gave, if* owljr. 
tor his principal creditor/ th^ 'father, ;h»vu%. 





la-.toftjk'. His' 


^IsWi. year,d!id wo H^eheard wi ttfiil i « 

!s% : - 

^lical.,^^r,.'- ; i# v iroe, ' or"- wte^^-'.“4^'./^(li^ .jB6ea':|b^8S«(fl 
f:0&ta, in order to show ns that he is ; Anxious 
he^p ns well informed ; for there is no reading the Hearts of tl 
Orientals. However, we must keep our weather eye open. 




tflf&be 


STEIJCTK& the southken route. . ... <^5 

- ' '■ ' ' < "' r ’ .. < ' . 

| ,lta«raft~Thn ftegita&rig of Mountein Sicknosa — A .MusiCftl Ev^njtjgvr- 
r— Igtt’s Hefom&twa— A Caravan Sighted — The Than of Tdiiintoiifrs-jS 
:<;eti»g~ll<igh Tokai — The Southern Route Discovered at Xjwt--SIftking 
?’'forNamt*o-~Diplrtniae}’. 

28 .: — From Bgalak Bachi — that is lo. eay, the 
'Vdf the: ^we made our wav towards the first pass, which’ 

, $re had been ted to expect with so much apprehension. After h&M 
'•la bour's match along the side of the gorge, we descended into tfev 
■‘.dry bed of a torrent, and halted at the foot of a sand mountain/ 
i fflhia 18 the Koum IDawatt, -which has to be 'climbed/ and as if is 
devoid of the slig 


■est vestige of a path, to us falls the doubtful 
honour of tracing one as best we can. It is useletsto thick of 
^pending the course of the torrent with our camels/ and Of 
■.following the donkeys, which, after they have been unloaded, 
O^ hoisted up the steep path as if they were themselves so much ' 
There is nothing for it. but to attack the Koufa;. 
I)awan. Our troop sets to work and endeavours to make somet 
sort of a route for the camels by use of the feet, the pickaxe, the; 
spade, etc., care being taken to render the ascent gradual. 
tlie file of camels is set in motion. The sand is extremely 
ami does not, on the slope, oiler sufficient resistance for 'thdf 
camel- to find a place where they can with safity put down the 
large hoofs of their clumsy feet. They keep falling on to their 
knees, and as this is their resting postur%$|hey remain 
Content and bar the passage tp those behind,- !/! 0 nr 
gjfeat (rouble in getting them , up, and in some 
dragging themselves along ph^heir. inees till they are;/* ?J 


to their feet. . 'It is a long busiuess to get them 


is 


accompanied by quite an :'b%ie $ 





■/'Jo 


MQ& N TMffi f$i 




^4 (fee^most ft^cumt, 

AnwlllAtftoi. «3U J"* Au**. Ltnti^ Al. .. JL -1 JJii ' ' . ; J 1 


bring- up the rea^itU 


*w) •■*«*«<&« ■ donkoysxantl 4 
> and eap, ..- . 

, "'"'Atter a -repptitUiiiri&f- and after having 

v%6sfeed two sandy ridges^, we: descended by a steep patli into 
$0fc' same valley which we bad quitted in tbe morning. Tho 
tj$pteai of the Kanin Dawan bad * . ,. ' . 


K,us eight hours, and although 


/$ve had only go.i:a few hundred yards 
higher than the camp of the previous 
:i4py,- our men complained of violent 
pains in the head, accompanied by 
Isold feet. This was the beginning 
$1 mountai# sickness, and old Imatch 
was the principal sufferer, for he was 
WCat on the legs, and as he had to 
''ft'get off his horke and walk he was 
quite exhausted. 

November 24. — We made our en- 
campment not far from the Tash 
Da wan. The nearer we get to the 
mountain, the more deserted does it 

agem, It is quite bare"- and in all directions narrow ric 
;0pierge out of the dust and sand. Mountain sickness eontim 
to prevail. and this is beginning to be so alarming he its proper* 
tiqns .that' it will be a relief f oj|t(ave crossed the l?ash DawAn, or 
‘Tafts of Stones, wfiiclff as we are assured, is more difficult than : 
.% 04 f, S(wad Efcas.” '’■■■ a - • 4 •’ 

ffifiiHtfflJter 26. To-day and yesterday In^ye been devoted to thi^ 
an, our, troop being quite exhausted. Several- of'" 
l^^heep bleeding, from the ^Os»,jthoughfft'c have not yet 
™&|ptude -ascent is m steep that 

f> the camels, and men 



■ ‘in ( .J* } 


’ ■#. 


AKOt:>', 


, ,,*■-> 





jvrum, 


, ’-vsfakh. 

m , , Tumim-: £Jjpte &;? > 

the baggage 
|H*^* .$fo.?ai«bt of & narrow 
Nw' 1*6$ .I'fiiim ■ -Qfv'’i>jra&immd. r Anr 


jj^ . .'17- •’ ,,f r-~» • *•' **V " M-h *V *V* WTTV' ,> »JV 

,£. -. . v ^‘cruits who find themselves in this desolate mountaih Mf : 
of heart, and full of gloomy forebodings. The Tbp^.* 
particular is very exasperated, arid keeps on saying, . 

„ _,,. f**! not bettef further ou, what is to become of us ? 

fJy*? K f yer y htfcle chance of its improving, for. from the summit ©fj: 
fyW* Mtorwi spot wo can only see in front of us mountain piled 
^ijpon mountain.” When little Abdullah goes up to the camel* 
!U1 ^ sa ^f s P°htely ia the hope of getting -somer 
Chinese delicacies,^© is greeted with an outburst? pf. 
Adults and dorses, th# Dungan shaking his ftit at him.^ 
fpittiug at him, and calling out with angry sobs, “Cursed 
you have deceived me; .yon tome to contemplate ybhS* 
‘^yrprk. Sou want to see whether i am near td dying. Be off 
" with you !'* ; "•* 

-V* - Little Abdullah makes off at highest pace 5 fed l am d%:" 
' ^pointed at not be£% able to eat any of this Chinese pasted 
for, cut up small, cooked in water and with fat, and well sealed i 
^witb salt and pepper, it makes a rather agreeable article of food,, 
in default of anything better. : 

,V Ti7 h0 nighit was a particularly bad one, for Bac bmod 
been after me^o-partridges, did not return till very 
when the aaxMJr which this hadixcited was alleviated, 

,^,W^re kept awake for a long time by mountain sickness. "Si©- could 
^hoav them moving about and sitting up to relieve the oppression 
if* il1 ® chest, while others vomited, and there was a long &uccesai^ v: 
|$| groans complaints, the pass being treated to piei%^j|'J 
m Chinese and Turkish; 







S little 


ft, wit'll which 




fr flfv of- frost ' rery' 




at nigiit the minimum 


; W**'.j«ffc men has' to "breathe 

on to Kis hands "while handling tie ropes, or even a compass or the 
photographic apparatus. But we begin to descend, and the 
fountain sickness decreases, the men feeling their heads steadier 
|»n the|r.«houlde«8, t 5 MB^ the singing in the ears being less aocen- 
toated.. Tb&' difference in altitude of a few hundred yards suffices;- 
tdrestare those who have been amiss, and when wo are protected- 
fVftth the wind between the sides of the ravine a ^sensation of 
relfi&f.v^ Ixperienoed. , y ; £ 

r.;) 'j^fter fi.vO hours’ march we arrived by thO small pass of the Obo $ 
($awan Island), on the banks of the Bjahan Sai,. the sides <j$ 
which have a fringe of ice, though in the middle of the stream the' ' 
water flows along rapid, clear, and drinkable. v ;; 

We had traversed hillocks of sand and of soil where tfii| 
camels found it no difficult matter to plant their feetg One mightlil 
that there is in this region a reserve of vegetable soil 
^fetined to cover the unfertile surfaces of our planet with a. 
stratgm ofthe black earth in which food*giviug grain does 
so weir. ' wm * . , - id’,- 


^o well ■ *(p * . £$ 

, " f'&p* 

ie e * ir£ ^ s animal life are, frequent just here, the large hoof ^ 
k&ulm -being seen ih m#hr places near the rfvet£s$ ; &e$Ey 


^°pt, the a^/edBBS’inl.e several koukon-lamcM'las/^^. 


site bf our camp a few minutes before our 'arrival; 
The camels go along with their eyes fixed on the ground ; 
now and" again they inspect the mountain ' and its rocks . % 
Abdullah declares that we are about • to’hgome. upon abundanoer 

ask^-j&q^^ '<||| 







i 'route, ns we must.-mk|§ li ' ,; - J ' ?i ' ; 


hk>r si^While evening 'meal k 
»™p., ■ , - . clothes are cleaned, nix d Xiackrned makes it ramrod 

a 1; a tree. 

g^kfe,'with antelope tendons/ which he softens by -dipping $$£',. 

& his teacup, The horses and camels arc allowed to roaith ab^^t:- 
• ■>. >and- the dogs snarl and tight over ’the sheep's entrails/ * 

. : ;. A sumptuous feast is being got ready. The nce'is'^hed.f^ 

the jjolao which trill follow the caverdak, this dish, which 'fo mSf 
ij' hi'st, consisting of bits fried in mutton-fat. The ’ cav^r&^ 
“bowed to simmer long in the pot, and it is eaten wltfe, 

■ only -half-cooked. Little Abdullah, who has not the pfc$jj$ff 
■" b Wrtit iw the jvatm, obtains, by ’dint of entreaties, a si ^ 


; -^ 7 ;. ‘ cmlv part of the I *oik> has been take^'|^|.. 

..^|oasts it before the fire, tearing at it with’ his tee® aid V. 
-/y Angers, and exclaiming, “Here is a foretaste* of Thibet, and 5 ^? 
.?,• $W*C. A ^ is . tb f 0WI1 <m to the pot. by means of thehranei'' 
p.ff'Xf? 6 * lia ® been rubbed with mutton -fat- to mak^'it 

jt&W as a torch: The repast being ready, the Khotanlis^ 
&v"-'b?T, mei b nnd there is quite ,t, family party round the boxes' ■■ 
Ip^.^ off tbe north-west wind. >„ one tail^do 
: f 0 ° tbe bap^uet, and Rachmed sarcastically obserceslR 

run short of warriors to fight battles of this kind. • Tbe Sk'® 
%bte up % tanned countenances and white teeth o^the •* 

• ll, °y dip tlu-ir hands into the l«$Rs and sc* .on up pieefo of aStt -- 
; winch they jerk into their mouths They eat till thefcr 
b ; wd th, fragments, which are very considerable, are taken 'I'the^ 
M A ' h ' s h y tl,(: youngest; the arrival ot ih* cooking pot, still .half- £ 
-nlj, bringing a smile of contentment to the faces of these savages,"?.; 

, , We all appreciate the‘agr^ble character of this evening, * ^ 

.tiohli^rates .the reflection of 'the p&yiffs 
of previous days,-. ’ Wo even 




iw the cxytr at ouzorx tchok. 


piece$f$&ueh as in volitions to Allah, whence the Allah- ; ; 
rahtib. The Dungan, whom the prospect of watering higteea melsvy 
has made amiable, keeps open house, and offers liis Uhine^.,;', 
dough ail round. Although t&s men have barely ■ finished 1 
repast, some of them accept the offer, and seem none the 
sec ^ n< l meal when they return to the camp fire and 
11%$? ®k®P* Most of tfeem sleep without undressing, merely; 
^^heir arms out of the wide sleeves of their pelisse^; Th^i 
•'^Iphisjui dress and slwp q^te nd?ed, curled yap among theircfothcs,’ 

K w^asam' 'they double theiawlm: up,* after having . fir^f^wruicd 
•«£••• the • fixe to dry them Jjsnd to drive 


jfe J>ami *' 3 -—' We luiijfesched Onzoun Mat'iij^Hi 
tffj’f —f ^ a * halik ’ * ra *' ote ' *»d MandaliL 
kt r ”' t ' t “S’ or human beings ,H 

>'^1 P ° USl ' “ Mdnlati '« '<•»*, with a nortti- west 

£ r, 7 mg ? * f* “ 0f «*• W « * >« followed pretty* 
% irp ‘ * e ”*• «•*« by Carey, but without finding SBy „t '? . 
po.nt» where be, in tire month of May, had seen riv^rmm*! V 

"T“ ” Wtai *“ o».ry bag, „fi,. with u, 
s halt near the great mltopit, for we want S „.„e salt Yeaterfay we 
had a strong hurricane from the north-west, with 
degree, of frost. The mi, .in „f tlle ni ,, lt Al , ^^ 

, below zero r * that there can he no mistake about wnrter CZ 
upoix us. In the inornmg* the wind fills mid fii 

, : tho*b ,n the shade it is four degrees’ be, ow W‘^ ', 


rmm 


a \ 1 ™T. 5 ’ } h ‘ 

'.ft. men were oil' to shoot, 1 went to see wlutl I c0 , gM 
diseeyer, wrth my eye, never off the ground. To the sonth-o t ^ ' ' 

ttTiteTof b “' <1 “l ,l y- s “red, and crunrbliug moifer^i 
slip » wav as tlm (W *,\a; — .-..a., r, 


flm • , .. 1 v ov,u ^ a,m «rnn»Wii)fr moiffitaM 

SM&’H' th ° *“* *** bt. tho.anjf: 

. . ypo tjj« surface, breaking away like sugar. This mou# f 
bmltr mM M ° m l*”'" ^gradually drfth*i u 

•the Vk yrt W^°- While i " *“ u,ge bas “ b the east spreads % 
‘S,l 5 f , r* “f"* of tW Cuzoun Tchor, aritrbled “■ 

wast Id tv tr k ' '“'" v ra,Mte heti^lh . 

; r ’ V. , ; 0Ut lj a sma * 1 ia3ce glitters; reflecting the liill$ 

w ow ,t, and close to its shores are some kwJwi* foovsifif ^ 

WlS « he " ^ qff ijl «*«** aiten. Beyond the basin hiW 
the salt-pit. situated a steppe gradually towards^ 



.-:w? 



SL'7. 


■ * tO till 

’ I^IHM Wk t0 the I foM that Prince Henty luul 
,fr a ^ r,,{dc koulan ,. this being his first, and that two nicn 

« gone off to out up the beast and bring bade his skin, with a 
Jittle of the. flesh. . 

— Tb 0 : a§b-t minimum ban bwn 20» below zero, 

;. tile north-west breeae is, fortunately, very slight We had 

„ ' U - w f until t,ie ^«4 got the cold ’out of our men, arid h# 
.melted the frozen ropes, before we could prepare for a Mf! 
While we were drinking our tea Timour made an exclamation^ 
' aud wheu 1 brought my glass to hear in the direction of the : 
brushwood where I was yesterday, I could clearly distinguish 
Avo or three donkeys and some men armed with guns All 
bt cm« they disappeared, and then, „• » thin column of smoke 
up into the air, we saw that they were haltinst to cook their 

*■'.* Jond. 


^ at . once s ^t Abdullah, who supposed them to be I, obis' 
• v^io telk with them, but we let ftachmed follow him at oinse, 
"So that lie might not set the, new comers against us, and prevent 
us from obtaining information. Soon afterwards four men came 
'$y'? our camp, the two oldest offering as presents three foW skins' 
V',:^ nd one wolf pkin - '*’% were somewhat iotimidate^ by our 
though our men crowded round them and preyed tbaLr 
' hands, inviting them to come near the fire. But the? did not 
, vef^re to cross their legs, and were evidently very ill at ease. 

, . .these -men are veritable savages; their clothing, winch is of 
fr.m or sheepskin, is all in tatters, their faces are sunken ami 
■ their bodies wasted by privations and lo^ marches, while their 
handsjpok like veritable claws. They are small ainf thick-set, 
with the physiognomy of IWo-Mongoliitis, and they, might be 





^SAwmuw, with their': long' ngsias' 

^fiilnentfi>heefc-bones, and small brown e yffl f fi r ■ 

^^anhem hospitably, and give 'them^ifefli^S; ' 
j$j^ SUg:ar; They put away the meat, drink the tea, apd 
. ly«towfc the sugar, after they h^ve just licked it. ■/. ^tWy 

f ak the bread with great care, and eat it solemnly, as if ^ was 
l which would do honour to their bodies. Gradually their 
res expand, and they seem to be well content. One of them, 
pjfc7v m .v^ christened “the Tzig^p,” on account of his 

?Tj y bbek Wrd > leans to his neighbour and mumbles a word 
|hth a smjlo. They exchange a look whifch can only be interpreted 
gtso surprise at being so kindly treated. Whether they think well 
«f us. for our reception of them, or are inclined to despise us f< " 


W&j- - 

ftsbk 


■Mi . 

ghv r , . ,-.r 7 ”■ — *«vu Al ou ia/ ucftuijst* u»-_~ T 

.^ur weakness, it is impossible to say; for in the desert 

not disposed, to be very tender to one another, and first ^ 
mumcations are rarely of a friendly character. 

Thpse savages are, perhaps, stupefied at the good nata 
the strangers, who, being better armed and stronger than 
^lves, treat them kindly, offer them a good price for their 
'•^^TOmise them some food for their journey to the Lob , 
gi/it would have been so easy to despoil them. So w&i 
•^tage of. their being well disposed to question them. 

'Have you seen the son of your friend Abdullah Ousted 



ask. 


‘ I’es,” replies one ; 


„ . « c > > he .'■■•has; not 'found • much gold, j&mmmw, 
.-i|,.shoqJ|rg,,. ; He is' in gofid 'health,"' 


region 


. teve you Seen any traces of wild camels ? ” . v 

r ^ we know that they roam at times throu/ * 

I AW"' * >' . ♦ * 



' “ Bfo yon.', knOw-i the roads? ”■■■■■ 

;-Abd^* 0 „ ffs tlidi brtfc, tl™ we < l0 , i K j* „ ^ 


i'' Wofi.fiave not seen any Kalmucks? 

„ ’ * 


■>*$ 


V 


. t* 0, not one. Tt-hiraene 'itgli, vvhich 

• frontier yre Have" tgutualfy tigjvwl upon. We do no* g<> 

t^ottd it On our&h noting expeditions.” 

*■.:/; ;;. • 5 5i|,i#viBapos»ble to extract any further information from them, 
Md T*e begin to think that they have nothing to keep hack, an.d\ 
so weothnuk them, and our men give them many commissions fojJ 
,|ch^alik. Tokta sends a message to his Jittle hoy, and Tim^| 
to ins wife, whom he exhorts to be patient and not to desert®! 
home lea, who semgk message to the son of his master. C* 
Mfakal, has the bad habit of smoking hasehisch; arid 
Jfadnoed had accordingly nicknamed him Bungi (which me«mi 
^yker of haschiseh). This annoyed him so much that he ca® 7 " 
to oie > ,1>ufc I reasoned with him and got him- to 
■rm h * (hs0YVcd th(> a W> ellation - So 1 advised him not to smok? 

and then llc « - ould -be treated as a good Mussulman 
wou,d make hhn a present. On, fine morning he had’ 
h,s basebmh pipe, and as he had a little bmq left in *■ 
-hie hag, lie availed himself of the visit of these men to send it to 
v iis. friends, with the following message You will do well 
not to smoke any more bant/, but if vi* do, smoke this which 
sends you, and pray to Allah that our journey may be 

...^.trhmvupn,, the men went off. and after Bach mod had re-' ' 
grettrd not giving them a bigger piece of sugar, tin- tents were 
^.ffi^ckJ.y struck, and in an hour and a quarter we reached the 
extremity of the Ommnn Tehor, which is not iWen over, and on 

•f? l,imks ,° f which h a thick V-r of salt. We wound round ; 
tm cini of the lake/ following a rather narrow slope near thl 
^mountain, ^ leading to a defile, which is called the “Keck of tie- 
'^ugpun Tehor’ 5 f (htom Tchrnv, Jhm). Here we came 
- traces, lo^camels, but whether wild or domestical ed it j» impossible 
to say. As we were riding quickly on, exclamations arose 
Look, there are camels!” “No! yaks, | tell you.” And, sure \ 


V* 









|d accompanied 
'fitodregubir march that 

;0^thke ' tho travellers, ^ 

'Rttite - of.’ the. iKhao of thhll 


The ^ayaiii^bad just heeij-- 3 


^^r^aj'.^w^prints left by their camels grove 

n:0&'*W‘ ’ We also found traces of the Lohifu, 

crul r*tv»* nu 4 -,^ 1 ! 


of the soil caused us to lose a 

mt^p$r.. Lotus to get ahead" of us. They had 
followed the rcfiitfe Of the pilgrims, whose traces were along a vcrV* 

:. .easy path, through the.hills to the right of the defile. 

Ouf inclination was first of all to make the advance guard turn 
back and to take this new rout-. But Abdallah Ouitu dissuaded V‘\ 
-us, declaring 'that the foute was vuy bad. We did not believe"^ 
i -ddiu, Imt followed his advice, p-ndifig the return of tho two men , 
i : 0 bad sent oh ahead* knowing that ir would not bo difficult for fi' 
. , ;.Jhf to fin d tl ie road again . 

^f-The defile tejti|iinates in a pass, from which uc descended by a, 
plateau called TekimW^tbis being the beginning of the chain 
of that name, of which we catch a glimpse to the Minikin the' mist. 
>.W e trotM, .hlbng an excellent road over' ; tbare sandy tableland, > 
y iheu descending towards the plain offoTchimhne along some - 
. spurs of bills. Suddenly two men, mounted on camels, Apmfa v ' 
from behind a ridge just within range of our glasses. ■ They^p 
evidently frightened at the, sight of us, for they set off ,$£m 
•.-•.trot,, which is a dangerous pace for beasts oiv high 
■.^dca’Was that these traysfllers were rejoining ’the 
#sha3 j^eon/ahd'Ledeken, who speaks a. little Mpngoj^fj't^^!|^jj| 
^^|f>ursuit at ^,eed. He caught them - «$>, aad ques^p i^^^ 



M'darayan, on 

gone off 
they then cut up, 


:f thuir^ saddip.^^., They -had'' . mkod 
going, ana.Mj^d^ri^ehtly replied thii''odr : 'ijii^nUo% : .W^o go 
Anting east^ip, i$fche direction of Se~tchonen. 
-meetingit'sapj^.'lbc^. for thought, and give ns, ibh itdbte that 
we have. hit. if not our ideal road to the south, at all events; a 
good one, for here are pilgrims who have followed it i» '<&,j^u 3 v 
-|amels, too, . wkfcfeife, still capable of trotting, Farfchet on: 
:fheye must be inhabitants, for these hunters told Bedeken that 
within half a day’s march live some Kalmucks, ' 

C These Hffhmds form a glorious picltre, but ah thl : bottom" of , 
“vjSff® 88 ' .on the right, Timour points out to us three stones 
, |U|porting a pole which is planted on the spot where lies the 
SW of oue who > "’hen out hunting, had died on the road A 
; : «re]y perceptible path to the low^y tomb has been made by the 

feet of the few Mussulmans who go there to pray tor one of* 
their comrades. „ 7* 

Propa the eastward direction which Abdullah Oust* makes 

P Jbllow, it is evident that he means to take 11s to Tchoiig-iar, ahd“ 
pfenee to. the Tssaidam. To-morrow we w Ilf modify our line of 

f e cha V 011 a sort of fewace in the midst of some scrub 
e. brushwood, and the night being dark, and our camels not ' 
hav^g .arrived, we set fire to a. thicket, and the dames bursting 
^^how our. whereabouts;'^ a lighthouse does the harbour!* 
IW” “*** our Obmameti,' tho-last ^arrive, told us they had 
||PP'. : .'-twenty-one camels jJar*F*BSf protected by .skins. 






^ ;X; ^ "-WO ..;.• 

was rouch'wom^liile. ^^^ ^^ft 
D^ds’ bore ■ signs, of bad weather. ' Their 
tier cracked nor barke - 1 excessively, so it was plain *.Wf 
•v^ not been a stony one. The only rider in. the- 
i%Slm 1 * a ? ■ ® A .'^*d;.' n wn* : a Jama with a 'grey -moustache, ; :wfe 
to'theBr^om the back of his camel, though 
& «awiSfi*- *> :g^e-them..**,y ^formation. Ho assured them that 
$>; .^^H^sback .from, the Tsaidam, from %|W called 
? ; ^ llis wa y to Abdallah. He would not 

>•1 '.was from Thibet, bat asked them point 

>"tr . * *erv'ice of the Russians ? ” 


. : tv We kihf^’thtat some Russians are anxious to penetrate .A6 

: ^r as Hhassa/but they have not received permission to do so, 
2&w«aoif don’t forget that..’* V 

are in the servic< ‘ " f som<> Frenchmen who have not the 
1 7 Jehst desire to enter Thibet/’ 

v" W hat have they come here to do ? ” - ■ 

; . , " Hunt.” ■ ” ^ ,t " 

&*; y [ : ’ M this -reply the lama lowered liis veil and said not ahothcb * 
word. His servants gave out that he was “ a living .Buddk^V, -Ji- 

We summoned the, hunters, of Lob and Tcharkalife; and? 1 ' 

asked whether they know the road which this caravan ^^ : 

followed. 4%r much pressure, we wrung an avowal from old ’ 

Abdulhjji Ousta, “ Twenty -five years ago,” he said, “ I .heard ’ 

that. 'SOmo Kalmucks had returned from Thibet by a more direct " 

f ld ®^ ier 1-0Ufl than that, from the Tsaidam. That’s all'- 1- " 
know , 9 * . ; ■ ; . _ , *: 

Thereupon the old hunter asked permission for : 

h»s .o,n to leave us. “ Tii^cold/' he says, Mis becoming more 
and more unendurable,: daily bur homes are _ •••. 












jft. X 


^■'P^Vmon's^e ‘ an #xj S \vm- n ,-vi 

&» very-wgkt i: Ba<Mrrted informed him that we 
^ WW recovered the tlraek of the 

in,, and that they should he richly rewarded, for we were 
with them. IVe thus secured their assistance 
b&tW right Jarack, ■. A' , 

w - k . ; T . - - .WHed.;thit they Were happy toTiave a^W&'Wlicf their ' 
P old ‘chief swore that all would serve us faithfully to their last 
i^reath. Up to a late hour they kept up a whispefed converla- 


» , t . »■ A JL WM v V l.fNJB'- 

^ttpn round their fires. In spite of all theiy.loud protestation 

hltnAlM. -4.X* ' . |A' '1.1 J _ J It* ' '! 


. know they would desert us at the very fir#opportunity, bht We 
can very well do without them . 

\ lliis 4th of December will be a white-letter day in our 

AVltat a coincidence! Just at the decisive moment? 

spot where the road separates, we have providentia^S#^^ 

* pilgrims on their way buck from Lhassa. It is top foit0itte, V 
, |ud we must make the best of so valuable a pfee of information. 

: To-morrow we witt ^m track two yak hunter^ and see 
y^liere their traces lead. 

: .P. ® eo **nber 6. -—We set out, in a sohth-^^ftfrly direction, leav*. 
% tbe Tsaldam on our left. Towards the east the vast plain, 1 
wrapped in what looks like smoke, attracts our attention. At 
first we imagine thefe must be an encampment, there, but this; 
vapour uniolds in spirals i^ st as the smoke does From the engine V 

# a train, and we concludlWhat a herdjf wild beasts is galloping i 
|yer the soft ground. We are in a find of dusty plain;, after • 

for five hours;, we enter a riv&vbed where a torrent 
^Pmught down same roots and branches, whwfc we carefully 
wiH sem > to melt the ice which we have brought 
!gi us, for since the 20th of November wtf have had no water 
m.bivw nt. idea when w© shall get any ; We are short, too, bfi? 
grassi:«. ' ■ . . ... 


; jty'ecewi U>‘ 6 - 





me our s 



eourSO,, eager 



K0Mmm mm ^ 

&A$i $ ^^WLbWi 3 &T^5^»j] 


^emssibm in 

al^ j^Mkdd > *■■ * - ^ ; ^** * ^ •;™^' i 

'lUlliW'^^S mfP 


*i(*w MSA-»frgjre? 

!3aa3SE8IMS® ®^*^* s SM|.iSJ 

s&RIBRf 


^fc^^'Bagh Tokai, we find iitf|S|§I 
•!W:-i8* tal ^ a one - ' Wo are near-a : !feKl%^j« 

mmlFS* ^PfWyZr some bits of ice that ^ k'Wfiy 

^^onnd tV 1 H^ ffiU ® ntS ‘ The strean h on reaching the low 
W*$P h of tile p!a^ Has left behind it some large pool #, ■&&& 

i^*7 8e ’ and form ^ an endless number of arm#; it the edge of 
sSS&^f” We T 866 the ^ ater ^ning; The Kalmucks have 
iMSfr * nd we soon see tho pnots of their camels onitte 
Wi;?Wr iYie y have scaled so as to avoid the ice on. the xiv** : 
1 brashW0 ° d wh j ch here fQ1 ' ms a thick plantation, w* 

g,:JW^^|pcogmse the spot Where they lit their fires. Besides 

( ' AkTii T w> T 611 * traCeS * there are others much older, whwh 
£ AMullali Ousta says are those of the Khan of the Kalmucks 

^ Thef Tr!°K ?r a bJ tbis wad ^ ***** ^ ^ 

¥ ^ Ton M ^ ****** mnh ^ the soft ground,/ 

;sW «• *-«» * «» ***** 

■ g At night we hold a council of war, questioning our hunteW 
an - our friends, and insisting that they undoubtedly knew’ the 

: : ^Z *T$r “I AMulial ' *■*•** helms « !• ' 

f , ( 't, 1 " kali hnMnwa k> extremities, and as the result pertu* 
; ,,of w aft with Timrmvhe tells „ that «* latte, CM 

, TOme information, since he knoas mneh more about it. S old ' 

. himter is unwilling to unsay his words, for fear h e should t_ 

<a ^ Uu “- '"■*•> r**f », he has 

¥iffe” al>6 " t thc P Ia “-' So the latter biMgS^ 

iSl^wp# can tell jou;.» well as * 'erf,' Uufr w* W&£ 

%^-Wd to the pass Jj,ft Ambau 4ehfcta, *‘he ■•, 



JfW^ttgar.) " It was the year that Ifcdouiet 
wa« poisoned by those cursed Chinamen. I was 
{ aits with someTwld companions, on our wav' to Boknlik 
for e° ld * when we came across a caravan returning fm„. 
■Wm ,- consisting of Kalmucks who were accompanying the 

... ?**%?*<** PW‘ ¥**• They had camels and vak*. After 
, their road back as lkr as Aruban Ashkan Bawan wo 

saw witli onr own eyes that their tracks led southwards. That 
ts h^^%nd ont this route, whicfW Kalmucks keep secret 
for.tf&y^only speak' of that of the Tsaidam.” - . - : 

T have no idea of reproaching Timour, for I am too pleas^PS 

a i ^ 8 ^ W T d g °, t0 t,u ‘ SO|1,1 ‘. once you have crossed^ 
Amc>an Ashkan Pawan ? Answer frankly, Timon'r.” * 

****$$: t0 tbc south. At least, thedracks 
tbat direction;” V ' 1 

U * 1,10 sontt “> route so tag sought for. 

: only thing now is .not to lose it, ><?y y r y # ( 

originulidu.^ logo to Toiiquiti „!,/ Bab, „g, crossing 

■the Imdum^f », could strike tho road whirl,, ,,,. had' beet. told. 

starts from. Kizil Sou. And now eircmiwm. ... j r *4A 

. , ■ , J11U how 'nuim^t.uiees i.avo dispensed,^ 

’ •/ C at y ° our tbe Ti/il Sou route. A. caravan,'' 

f^is gone and .return** by fhc same road, hnd we will follow its 

^ a ‘ dae atte “ti°n have every chance of recove&.g 
■‘M WW>**fcMk must open outwear Lhnssa. towards which we 
: ;^ lll f >rocee(1 as far «® we can. Our beasts of burden are in good"' 
.••condition : wo have provisions for four or five months more, pl W ty 
,f ainpmmiapn, and men in good health, sq that there is very 
h^e ^prudence u. making the venture. If circuses only - 
^ o. favour aW\ we Mve every chaise tf success, m& why ‘ 

. ’ w;’. * Carey and DaJglei8$|, ■ ■ . 
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‘ <t S°. 


'■. pT r : ^ ■ "* v nwug . wspar anft; aiay'fcfc Ha fr 

• ' t! * e ^ amtso > the ‘‘H^at«% 

s&IPa ® lia11 certainl J wake some interesting. 

^'#^:'ie«ice there, can think oi Batang and Tonquim ,:V * •■ 

, "j.;.^j'Cpm^on,- Prince Henry of Orleans, faww, or- 

-hat for som^&ne I had brf thinking of Thibet, Thilkh'ii.; 
';’ “ ever '**& anything precise on the subject* I felt that^ ; 
^onid ha ve no trouble about agreeing, and when I now tell him, 

2 ’ l b r°r " ntl,usiastic - «* replies “ You will «& 

*e shall succeed, I afn sute of it, and let us set out at onceS 
,^ U . rely tt P° n we. What a grand idea ! I was certain yo# 
meant going to Thibet/' Then I turned to Father Bedeken who 
was coming up with his rifle over his shoulder. I had never 
mentioned to him the projects which I had in my mind, and M 


A *> my imrta, ana m- 

whs now much surprised to hear them, for we shall not appr^v 

le irection # m which he at first thought We were going, aai ^ fe 
raised certain objections r~* We have no papers.' What sha$®^ 
,*7 HoW <*> ^ ant of tlie hands of the people of TbiSp 

; who act under the direction of the Chinese P " 

, •; " Once there we shall see what to do," I replied. « But jf* 
aw not yet in their hands.” #• t/ 1 

/ft- • After a moment’s reflection he said, “ I will go where you ' 

. like, at: one©/’ ..•,■* , ' ■ . " ■ • ... 

' f, Ca ^ e<J Racl)med > ' v .ho came to our tent in "which ' 

/,:# ^ onr tea, ami having knelt down, asds^ywMtb 

%*? ear tt,e cntrauceT asked the nous. * ... 

%£. ■ ■ "'f am g°’ u g southward,” said I. “ W,. shall 

WT* *'“ l ’ micks w W » they on distinouisluhhv md jj|l 

wloso them tu rough «ur own fault, we will each war. for the re,*/” 
Oi^onr natural hres.^lbd’s ,, ap . What do vo.. Jv 

*‘‘c ' ■ . ' V ' 'V^ **' •, ' ‘.Ate : 

, /,'■ •> i: .•■ • ' , : $./»•, ;• 

\ i r , . ■■■ . v,* ■ 1 i ' ; j, •, >» M - 


' ; ^ y^^S ^ €r ’ er '" happy miles* mu are ' 

of China th&tjttu spoke = to 
%Kwe'_ .set out, ! 'knew^§ras, of !ihihet thni you mre: 

f6-d^ "i&''''fo keep our eyes vyell open.; 
#*: **w*wd 8 - W e shall get out of the difficulty all 

. -«? We next too2t.‘i^|^r,4!>s)fidfl^ little Abdullah, 

, jo xnean ; s cheered ^ the news, though he did fiOiSjare 
%£&$■ As to the brave Tundja, also sttrna'Med Aioun 

; ^''|fede^en’s Chinaman, he maliciously remarked that he was weU 
acquainted with the cardinal pointa>$tad knew we, were 
||a^rehing towards (Jrumtsi, nor yet towards Sinin-Fott, as' Wei 
||ppi promised him at first, but he would follow his master;; 

: • I thereupon urged our three faithful followers not to no^ pur i 
conversation abroad, and to try and persuade the four Bogans;; 
Igilthe men of Tcharkalik that we meant lo go hunting toWardsij 
w 'itktlie firm intention, Once the hunt is over, of makin g 

^ S jr yT WaTd8> ™ Sa ^* Bdkalik, the. 

;:M? efore We retire for the night, Abdullah Ousta’s men come 
.^indorm us that they cannot go any farther ; that twice already 
. they have wanted to return, but we had prevented them; that 

ieftve m * they are unacquainted with 
to the Amban Ashkan Bawan. We reply that Baipa, 
who has been with Carey and Balgleislg and Ttyno^;. 
Idjeeker, wi|L serve us as guides, and that they themself 
*%% capable of retracing their own steps' Then ^ 
them a handsome reward if they will consent to 

‘"'fw age asfar as the of the pa^, while, it 

_ • .feme, we guarantee them payment of a very different 
ehse of their refusal. They consent accordingly to accom- 
W®#*'***- ° n ** to ^rag them,: <m >• ' 
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ACROSS THIBET. ' 

Dungan camel-driver, he is far fi 
we are not going to make for the 
^oaeet Kiaz, comes to oar me®'^ 
* Complaining bitterly- of 
a wjcked, wicked man ! Tor thett^ 


&L\> ?£%* l-±i fl 







- at hash tokai ( p . m ), f ' ;;;,- , J* 

' ‘ t , ,• ' , ,'" " j> ‘ ■ ‘ "'*W' ’ 

b«n just bearable, but since yesterday emu™, U.&S 

” 6 * T' tS ' Wl,i ' P 1,6 "I™**- J for tlie £|g| 
. This mormng:^e loaded his own ass but « n i u ' 4.* jPi:* 
»i»ht the animal in* a sore on towtir , 

»■ for it, as if I had not L , a , “ h * WW* 

^ -fM 

™." A^ aigbei , 

came r O * "*”■ ^.artaUk 

*1 ^ ***■:»* he may! ... I ^aUig^iS 



• ' ;V THE ' tiirm^y: mp88.£XJ.\f( L \ live 

you, and I won’t. cvejie&im 


161 


it 


. ••-**• which 'be pronsh^d me, 

though, he ha ; , never paid tae np^ ftmu a qimr^r of .tbfehii*' e 
• N|ims begged IVdeken and Abdullah to go to the ill-tempered 
Whnigin, who invited them to pkrtake of a Jittle/tfemgh, cv i- 
dently with the intention of questioning them. Hia* followed 
o them as they went, but very.- ifew^r, and- muttering 
“ Is at nsy fault that we are going south ? ” • 

Dedeken S o 0 n returned, and amused us by the account of his 
interview with the Dungan. The latter received them ; with 
•uihenid-ol P°btetiess, had offered them cakes, obsequiously handed 
them chop. sticks, and with every appearance of the keenest in- 
■ tweet had asked idler their health. Then, the meal over, he 
them, 4 Wlutrf* ;uv wo going’ now? r 
, .We don < know, replied Dedckeu. 

•' a!l ! ” & ruwlc;d tlm Dungan in his boots. « Ah ! ah hi 
. T really cannot understand your answer in the very least. How 
can I believe that ‘ great men,’ men who are learned, know 
how to read, write, consult books, examine stars, have no idea, 
>vhere they are going? Ah ! ah ! Who could make anything 

out of what you say ? Is it true that you do not know"; Where 
we are going ? ” *■' 

■“ ^' e h J, °w nothing about it.” 

A' rhe new year is approaching. Shall we he in any decent 
place so as to keep it properly ? ” 

'‘ Doubtless,” interrupted the candid Niaz, who had Ikilcd to 
grasp Ins master’s idea; “we shall doubtless be at some spot, 
xor are wo not always tfomewherp ? u ^ 

JOgWha, Drfekc -an, 1 Abdullah had gone, the liungim in5 
Chinaman to bin table, and renewed his questions— 

“ W here are. we going? ” he asked. 

■ hfe Kuro l ,e ’” Akoun, who has no loye fdl him. 

s “'' : hat we, are, Willing straight for ife ” 

' ti: "■ ** v ■ 




liable to solve the fid die, sobbed bitterly;*. 




^ ~ ? TCTOr i &I1 tli&t 
■w^rw^WPSP- “ to P 18 ^ to A&ah to spare my life. 
^'^ iSa ^|^Hag;'.to . do southwards ?, ' What astonishing 
^op^^hs have ! " To give vent $>■/&© wja^, he 
y&jjJB&jirzwr' " ^^O^ 'our ! you don’t even know how" to^%jjii3dle 
gTO/|«« .don't deserve to eat my meal. What yon 
? And what is that cord doing there? Ato ft'j 
»B»..W»31es,:who"®ut them a wav ? . . .” 

80011 as h® can > makes his escape to oiit 'iiBen, 
^peatingj “ I am lost. There is his old temper com in gi: out 


zain. 



’ * v cha'ot&* at. 

- ■ ■■ ..t 

a dhath rs TiiK • ;akavan\ 

Siolrnw*— A CUiwomn’M Logic — Crossing tlio'Ajn'ban 
LoIki nrhich &om not SfooM— A Varti&e: '* Forward to Use-Iligh- 
f-nrivau on Tt :*> — I nquiyiti v<i KonhtfU — Orongo Ant^lopos : their Str&ag^h 
/ Potirage— Ctuup du la MinoricorUo — N mz Sink I nto JJcnth — 1 iimmr 

Hotimi^-Ramody for Mountain Su*fcn<3*K — Rnchmed Lost and Found — Naming <y V«l&ft&o k .;■ 
•— China**: IlL;o , rir*>Bn«'f*rt - Of Mill nml huritU of Niaz- Another Volcano narttctfJ H 
MftrriiMxiv — Ko«>pmg^fehe Now Your. ’ [ s * ■ 

iJec&niher 7. — To-day, without on countering any difficulty 
Wp grossed the frozen pools formed by the river, which appears to 
descend from the southeast ; then we traversed a dusty plain aft 
far as Balgoun Louk, where we encamped in the brush. The 
stage v^ras a short one, about seven miles, and we take advantage 
of a fine day to make ready a frou/an skin, and to repair all the 
,thw which stand in need of mending. We have ice within 
reacts and as we are told that there is no brushwood farther uny,, 
we prepare a polao for the last time, and several fires, are lighted. 

In future, our only fuel will be the droppings of the yaks. ' * 
December 8. — We have ^come through the desert to Mouia 
Kourghan, which is the name of a ferry over the river. Beyond , 
this ferry the mountains- -open out a little; and to the south-east^;: 
is visible a group composed of two peaks connected by a ridge, 
hollow in the centre, whence the name of Moula Kourghan, wliichy , 
our men translate by “ The Camel’s Abandoned Saddled* Before 
the evening mist closed in the horizon, we could see to the soutff 
ijpb ^pression in the elm in o^rnountaiiis which, aswe are told, 
ihdi&iies the road to Amban Ashkan Dawan. 

» .d From the top of the hill wliiife I*hav<* climbed, partly fojr : tW 
vi m, partly in pursuit of Home small liases which have an ex- 
oe|^it v ’ihvvour, I can see our caravan- !2^ifg .way, ^.Presently it 
the The 






v THIBET. -y|.' 

ip^tnid' the balefr laid' diut’ ih 'Vtri^^i 

the donkeys go oft in. qi^gst of 'Jfitpou . 
a * e st ' r d u-way in the care of a watcfeina^,.’j'ot^ 
. . _ v **** '■ r " ■' *' • ^ 
j. 9.- — -We^sDcamp upon the northern slope of tbe^paiSj^ 

iyht^ reached by an easy ascent, though much incommo^®^ 
by * .south - westerly wind . , ; : .*. ■. f "■■■' 1 

•Not far fioui our camp is a path going west, which 
• be that ,etf this gold-seekers, and we »av tohl that it w«® 'wot " 
takd more than ten or twelve days to reach TeherchCne, and 
tl^t, about half-why, there is a branch Toad towards Kia."%his 
roixte is well known to the Khotanlis; and Timour, who V 
• been along it before, says it is a good one, passing np ai^. 1 
down hills, the soil of which is soft to the tread. Timour, who 
admits that he once spent several days beyond the pass, hut with- 
out penetrating into the mountain.- of Hi- south, adds : “ Th.W /f *' 
route is often used, as iu tlie land of Jviiotan the custom jis 
4o pay the tax in gold j the Chinese confer upon the inountaixieerjs 
of the extreme Jrontier the jirivilege of working thd* gold 'mines, 
which they know exist in the neighbourhood of Bokalik* hut 
they exact a tribute, payable in gold dust' or nuggets. This is 
paid either once a month, or once a year, and that is why the 
peoples of the districts of Kia and Teherchcne are in the habit 
of going in search of gold.” 

truces of the Kalmucks are clearly visibb in a ravine, hut they 
can scarcely be detected upon the frozen ground, and it is m ces^jy 
l :{ beep our eyes wide open if we are not to lose their |mck. 
W^potice that in several eases their caravans have been hgdspi 
up into sgetionf, but for what reason we caunot ifccovek .1 

‘We have pienty to shoot at to-day^ there being enough game 
t<< pro\ hie sport for g whole mmy of sportsmen; .First of all, on 
the slope of the mountain, there is a large fie**$, of arhtr*., brts^s- 
ing und(‘r the watchf it! gyjj. o.t some magnificent nink aniut&is f>f 



■ ■ stool) ■* 


species. Then then* are somfc pwlatit, with th^<jniet, hoi' 
^ «a^ ; stupid look ; while ^artrMges^ire calling. to. one Inoth^ 
^fc^K^gorges: and hares, sittii% b^jind Sf$tu*s, leap <•!]’ alarm JP 
%#tli(logs,*r sit in their forms and let themselves he killed.* 



#N CkA W 1' M FM T AT Ki«( iU.HAN, 


, limy tjwsf to the colour of their fur, which confounds itself with 
^that of the soil, or, perhaps it should rather he said, they are 
^accustomed to immunity frpxn the men who visit, these parts, and* 
»«l«auitance with Europeans is made hy means of pmvder 
:>n4; shpt,, Tlie froulam are ’wilder, *M as to the «r^«,4ev 

■ • But if tlife spoyt^man lias reasons far rejoicing, he 0s also 
^e.;fpphuoyance,.hr the altitude reminds him at each step 
: «iat fe.ts mortal, hmhthat it is idle.*$ hurry, this being the> 



_ ,m muwTi 

fc e5r«ln<<^ ol the g|gu: Iks seeks to kill'. Ife ekn only 
fve; for bffjfjjqwt glid$j along, 4 op and take MN»ath'. 
nfh^lnrry accelera§§&' the action of his heart, arid when he 
1 mtsgnis gun up lie finds it impossible t<» take straight aim. We 
have not yet seen any wild yaks., and when we are told •that , 
three or fouy of these animals are quietly feeding not fur from 5 
the camp, the sporting members of our party hurry off, the expe- 
dition terminating in a roar of laughttf when it is found that ' 
these arc tame yaks, with rings through their noses, whi<#i the 
.pTai mucks have left helnud. They had encamped on a terrace 
above the spot where we are, and from the number of "res and 
1 he heaps of droppings, we conclude that the oHauu \v.u nut 
could only liave beeifra fraction of a large baud of pilgrims. 

. Mountain sickness is sjtill prevalent, and several <>f ’mir men 
.complmn of it. This return >.f headache ami singing of' the 
ears .may be attributed to the -am! i>-ue- I v. iml vhieli iu.s been * 
blowing during^the day. .\<«thiug is > faiiguntg than the 
vind in one's face, when one ha. o. ..»,«•!» He- :->:>*ilh m ..-.limbing 
the hills. ■ • 

'.-'id AhduJlah has kilh.l a, splendid famfun u itu -me ' diet, 
from his litth gun, and ha 5*. might back the skin and several 
pieces of f.e'li. But. he e tiled and has pains in his: head, to 
>vi : evo wfmxli lie makes an incision in the middle of the forehead, 
insf ni i he roots of the hair, and hi> companion bleeds him with 
•li< jinuii. of a. knife. He does the sain c|t by his companion, and; 
i-ofch of them declare that tiny are all the better for it.' This is. 
the remedy which the .Lob shooting and bunting mm employ 
against mountain sickness. A fmv days ago, Vbdullah. ha4 a pain 
. in the palm of the liand, and ne cured this byu rubbing i%;%it|i v 
i tip eye of a sheep mixed wn h fat, and by binding it up in ‘this as a 
plaster during two or three .lays. Bovtwal of' our men have Siad 
carbuncles, caused by 1.1 ie action of .the coldji: tipon Sores made in'" 
j : flutmllihg the rojy ,\* t one cmiiig hinimlr by'fptplaster miide out of 1 



' bviumMiV’s ■■ w4t(^ 

a centipede. TVrti<$a* of animals’ h'-dw^o, „ t >jW 

us&l/fui'tlns region as remedies, and thi* b uoipiH.a^&iiij|j;, seeing' 

tliat simples are scarce and that animals abound. *»* „ 

’Vfhile on this subject, let me give an instance of wind logic 

cab j^Sect .in the narrow brain of a Chinaman. At Tohavkahk, 

Akoun, the servant of .Father Drdokeft, foil .dl on the uu-v dm 
%' 1 ’ • * 

that he had far the first time donned a line oup made <•[ .fos skln 
and to measure. He had boon seized wth uolent pains' in 1 U.- 
head, and an ‘ inflammation of the lymphatic subenianeou'. 
glauds of the neck” had been set np. Ho ban not remarked t'r-i 
on the day he had defined this head-dress. of which Iso yv.is 
at first very proud, a severe tempest u.;d burst over "us, coming 
from i ho Lob Nor, hnd that he had caught, cold, Shi”! dig with t he 
asspmption that his cap, which had kept him win had made 
him ill, he had concluded that llm rold would do him good ,md 
so he travelled, in the worst of weat’e'r, with nothing tmf .1 iron 
cap on Ids head. The result, as may be suppos'd, w;t that 
the mischief increased, the intlammation soon spi ending !•< the 
cheek and the ear. As soon as 1 saw what was the hmM-i ! 
advised him to wrap up Ids head, and finding that lm did me do 
so — the dbstinucy and pride of a Chinaman being iiuui.MM, - 
I told him that ho would get a good flogging if Jr did ooi ' ike 
proper care of himself, and handed him over to the rare of I.Vhmed. 
T&p, latterlpuslied the fur cap well over his ears, and appi.vd to 


the swollen place a j 

duster composed of pieces of m 

niton f.it s i’ied 

in the p»n and cover 

ed with souse chopped onion. .■ 

v inch li.ii ! al.x > 

I>ecri put into the v 

-an In five or six. days tin- ; 

hweliun* went 

down, the Chinam.u-, 

i: -< uit« to eat, his, headache db 

appeared, and. 

ho soon got well, drs 

pile the fatigues of the mao h 

, and ih<* cold 


end tyl^d. His confidence in Rachmed was, for tlie futftre, 

unlimited, • 

; December, U.-~-Tlu§ passage of the Ambnn Ash Lam Da wan 
\Wm; edited without much difficulty. $he «<o;nt is not so very 
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'^fi'^oint' at which it terminates ,, ,.^„. w ... 

litres pd'bpairtridges abound, but is nh Sign of hjjjQ 
Fr^qv tirife'to time we perceive ice in the gorges,, and ihiirS 

where.before the water trickled. 


salt run down the s; 

Beyond the e jo/ the eye ranges oVer a vast open si 
'i$*by mountains which are lost in the mist; The descent h&e*50-.; 
iind the effect of a mirage causes us to see in the plain at our feet -; 
islands with the- outlines of stalactites. After some time. we et^i 
distinguish fragments of ice and mirrors of halt, which hale' Jfps>. ' 
(luced tl)is illusion, and on making a bend, wo see in the south-west 
a lake, which glitters sq that ono cannotftcll whether its surfideiiis 
ice or water. Prjevalsky^'hamed it the “ lake yvlheli does jjpt; 
freeze.” The southern slope of the pass is the more picturesque 
of the two, the northern one having the uniformity of the sti|n$,' 
whereas hero the mountain is lacerated by torrehts, which Tfttve 
eaten out ravines, accumulated large stones, and so funned deltas 
and enlarged the route we are following. The chain of moUntamll 
winds along in the same direction as the valley ,-its ridges 
with ragged rocks and its sides streaked with dark farrows^ 
blocks of porphyry contrasting with the dark background^ sandy 
stone. ‘ 

Down in the bottom, our patli lies over a long. stretch of 
and we forget the landscape for a moment iu opr search for traces 
of the Mongols which the wind and the storms have effaced, 
the less, we lift up our eyes to look at thf strange shapes of the 
mountain where it 1 trends down to the plgin, the crumbling sandy 
stone shaping out into Arm s resembling those of animated bemj*s' 
and monsters of Chinese art, with ghplhg grinning mouths. \ . 

'Wo pitch oilr camp ori the banks Of a river, and right on 
track of the Mongols, which we had rediscovered oi^the plaint , 
of salt. There is very little , gra|i. and a cqsi&plete absence* 
brushwood, with a wind blowing off the lake, so we should. h| 
better off elsewhere. .J&at the traces- op the Mongols are 





feat 




,•••>• a 'ewoaei-. xroswct. 

..•a* ••■'V'* "f. 




distinct, ^tending 'swght. „to * 

think of/ '-•%■■*** . . 


to'4hc south, .uul this is alt m 


% 


# ; ; :' t ■ Before emerging from the pass, Tinmur points out to us the 
:;*.j8oka*hk route, ieadinglstraight eastward. , 

■ .'■“When we turn in, there is a “bitterly eokl wind front *he 

. .'.'Vesfe.' X4 : ': ' 

* ■ ■ 'December 1$. — The wind is still blowing, the minimum tem- 
•. ^|!erjt|ttrO of the’ night having been 18® below zero. Our people 
appear ’to be ratlfer sleepy, and not in the best of spirits^ The 
men are crouching and bent back upon themselves, wrapped up. in 
their sheepskins^ And with their backs set against the wind. 
have to shake them up a bit or they would fall into a state of 
“;;fe|$iMrgy ; and their attitudes indicate that they have had pretty 
wej|';:enough of it. The Lobis alope are at all active, and they 
are getting ready to return. The others are pensive, and are evi- 
dently saying to one ahotber that this is bad sort of weather fbr 
penetrating into the mountains without guides. The Dungan, 
while 1 mumbling prayers, calculates that he would be much better 
of£ at Kourla, and inwardly curses the Europeans who act like 
madmen and not with the good sense of the Cbincsc. Little 
Abdullah, it is clear, would much prefer being seated before the 
Hits at Djarkent amusing himself by cracking pistachio nuks' on^ 
a stone. ; - Par pa has a gloomy look, and Timour and lya, our 
t\vo best men r are thoughtful and undecided. Ihulnned, old 
Imatch, and the obstinate Akotin, are the only ones who "wear 
.their everyday look. The others avoid looking me straight. in 
the face; and even the Lobis are ill at ease, for they are afraid 
we shall not keep our promise and let them gO after we have 
got over the pitas. ! 

"v It is necessary to allot worlt to eachajdajtn, for we^are going to 
halt to-day, so one i»; jhi^afctuilor* ’another into 

a saddler, a third into a shoemaker, f The Lobis are -told 
thgt they wifi be free to start to%orrof|. ! They will he 'paid 



I* $1 $ ’ ■ ■ " / •.■•', 1 1 , , , 

,,tln,sevefdng> !«ut thev must go up into the 
; alast;kupp^(^ffl»i4Mi\yoo<l, • '" l ' A 'v«v •" 

•;. ity rame every possible ofT< »rt to retain a friend of UiawS^*; 
Tolctai'jtko musician — but his younger brother entreats him, with 
tears in his eyes, not to accompany us, and Tokta is not,at%lp# 
r^fe>|f„|jood reasons: “My father is very old, he is quite infirm^ 
;*•»#>*» alone in the. house with the youngest of his .children:,. 
One of his .sons came to help them, but the community 
drove him away because h(* came from Tchercheno, where there is 
an epidemic of smallpox If I am not back soon, it may* happen 
our family will be expelfed'and our land seized. My pre^gnc|} 
vis indispensable. ** 

We are sorry not to be able ‘‘to keep Tokta, for lie is a cou- 
rageous fellow, of exceptional vigour, indefatigable, and always 
cheerful. I have, known for the last two days- that his mind^ was 
made up, for, before beginning to climb the pass, he hid a, way. 
bis musical instrument carefully wrapped up,' so as to pidlfi 
ft up on his return. If he had had the slightest intention of: 
accompanying us he would nut have parted from his inseparable 
%iHah-rahoh. To the best of our, ability we recompensed inis 
faithful f ollower, and in the evening paid the Lobi Mailers v and» 
donkey-drivers, and purchased from them what little leather they*' 
possessed. ' We Made them presents, and handed them letters fbi* 
Europe and packages containing the collections, we had made 
since leaving Tcharkalik. They promised to hand over these to 

■ 4 ^ ( , 

tlm Ahmkal 0f the Itussian subjects at Kourln. who would send 
theta on to the Consul at TCuhlja. — Let me add tha^t tlie&e worthy 
fellows kept their word, and that not a single article entrusted, to’ 
them was lust, the Whole arriving safely in Paris. V, • 

Thin air and Icu v htiviixg. been questioned apart, promi$e$hto J 
accompany usi ^Besides*: they bad given Pafpa their word to 
follow him whenever he -goes. Paipa also came to «|>i‘ak to us' 
abo&t his hither. “Heynfop.the father of Tokta, is incapable of 
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#j,to ,(>m. | 

v 


‘ looking after filings alone, of se< 

Quo of ray brptlfers is with hi id, blit lio is an incorrigible gambler. • 

.'will run short of tin; neeessurfejs ' of life 
before. X return, ns X can see that we have n long j( ! rn ■ ^ \* before 
<£ TTe asks us for a- rather large sum, which wo ad\ane<* witj(|* 
making any comment, and be says he shall hand the mpuey*" 
to AhilaTlah Ousta. * 

feo tlu? day pusses, and at night-time there is a good deal of 
stir in the camp, the men holding confabulations with one 
another in an undertone. I lac ti med cofnes in me in the tentntid 

^ays he believes they intend making off in a body, I tell him not 
to go to sleep, but to watch Par pa if necessary, and to call me* 

X shall sleep with one eye open* 

'Dwnifwr ];3. — At daybreak f was astir, ami learned that' 
Kg eh Hied had had to threaten JParpu. lie had reminded lorn of 


the promise lie mn<P to accompany m> untd w* allowed him to 
,|$turn. Kaehmed 1 old him that his services were more necessary 
! ^ian ever, that lie was wd 1 paid, and that he could see bv ■ he 
jovsenhs made to the Lohis that it was to his interest to serve us 
well. 1 hen R&chmed added that if fie made off vrd should pinsiw 
him, and that we were <jumk enough on our legs to overtake !iim 
and sho^ him. Rachmed repeated that if he seruxlV; vvej! he 
^ would be handsomely rewarded, ami l\np:u‘ upon reflection, 
decided to follow us, 

I avoided intervening in the matter, ami treated the men as if 
nothing had happened distributing a lew articles of confectionery 
and other objects, which they gave to tin; Lobis • r tda-ii' .families. 
hSoiall r pockct mirrors were much appreciated, but these were. only ' 
'gwen to men who had specially distinguished thoms- lvs. 

W|j commence loading rather late, although it is our intent i.e. 
to maie a long march, it being important to. isolate the men wlm 
W©. Whn-^^eddedjSH^t^.,... The Lobis. and the men ri Toharkaiii 

.yvi^'^are a^nt to Tetaipji fend a helping hand in their comrades, 

- 1 - , i\‘ . *V ■■ •# 'd ■ ' * ' i ’ 1 ’■ ’’ , * 
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together tfifi caiuels and saddling 


WjlMPf- they can, in ."horfc, bejt<sr$ leaving tb?$in 
. ,,, .. ® ^®®7 ; they sit round in a circle, the Lobis |»atiring 

• •v^“^ , ^® ase ^ V ' e8 ant * banding round the cups ; then they get 
"fyW W nien'doad Abdallah Qusta with (Small yiackagds, and 
cuar^fe him to give them to father, brother* wife, friend, or master^ 

£ ** Me**** maybe. . Then they stand motionless; old Abdallah’' 
l^eciteaa prayer, and they all exclaim, “ Allah is great !%&%!; 
|.;^heir hands to their hoards as they do so. They kiss one another 
tears «r their eyes, and Timour commits his wife to the care 
W-Iukta, who is to bi4he? P have patience, not h a ve the house, or 
■!. S° someone else. Twill come back with money fpjf 

a discourse which might haige been addressed 'to Penelope 
. Allah ig great ! ” exclaims Timour once more, and. the others 
repeat it in chorus with him. They go down- on “their knees to , 
us, and we shake them by the hand and thank* ‘them; bogging. them, ' 
*$*** ^dly rcadh-etion* of us. Tiny wish us a safe jonrnev, 
ffenfetiammit us' to t$e care of Allah. They are all of them more 
J&sg affected, and if the tears in i lie' eyes of some of them. do 
^n&^fcrickle down, it is only because the cold- congeals them And 
so we part, our try being “ Forward to “the highlands ! ” But we* 
nonejhe.less advance slowly, and Prince Henry, Father Ilecleken, 

. ahd myself bring up the /ear to guard agjpast possible desertions. 

/ ■ie-’ r,sti <>f we wa ^ on to tho*river, making for a hole in.thfe 
ice which wo ha^u made with our hatchets. As wo water Our h 
Mimals one after the other,' which takes a good deal of tiny\ we 
can ’see our companion disappearing through the pass, which \ 
presents, towards the east, a striking aspect with its succession of 




' At * litt]e Stance from 'jfc. improvised >ell in the ice,, we 
see upon the banks the skeletal* Of camels /which have fei 
.gnawed hare by the wolves. A little farther on e„,em* 

ing from l 1 - ^ 1 • • • • - - - h 




e Icq the almost intact htfln^ of camels,, ahds^p^ 

‘ y , <■ "* M: j . fa - \ ivV A ’ ■ 1 v ' ' 
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, closer «a^pinatfen wr see^’ttgit . jpt a caravaa,: ]ia& , 
,; drowned here, including the camel-driver, one of whose 1^0X0 
$ i«, Tiws©^jt»,;if;vija. an attitude ol menace or of entreat v. B&at»- 
'and man had been drowned one after the other, and this nayst 



v , CAMELS ON T1IE L’M. 
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have happened only '« short time ago, when the | C e was no: iiiielw* 
enough to bear them, We have nothing of the hire] to fear, • 
for the minimum of tin* night was 18 ° below zero. Lot. me atld 
that, the Kalmuck s^whom -we -met averted their gaze from the 
victims and passed over to the right. 

To dat begins tlie business afaearching tof^he track, at id how 
long, it , jvill last we cannot' jitt^^ly tell. For my own part, 3 
am afraid tha^ as we get farmer on we shall, eneouifter. real 
difficulties,, for the #ind beyond the Altyn Tagh often blows with 
great Violence, and now that the Ohlumbus MountauKr fas 
i ijevalsky , ifamfed them) have 'been crossed, it is easy to see, 


• •« TU1RBT. ■' ,i-r. »*•*,." ;.£ 

^ :^ e *>**» a»d by the dust which .obscures the'. 
■ wind Will do nil it "carAto make m We mt my?l 

/, the road being already effaced wherfc it :fe not 


^ ^ ^ is very monotonous, (or then 4 is upthing hut 

< am * ^be desert, with a view of plains of ti/une, Ohfe^r' 

mm^ouhm ^tch m from a distance: the east ‘wind is slight,' 
:P 3 crcingly cold, and our men tramp along with* their 
F-d^regrettipg, no doubt, the past, and most certainly looking 
foivardwith. dread to the future. ** Then, as we <]uit the plain" 
the^appems a plateau at the base of which are enormous! waves 
nuA ing eastward. Turning round, thV chain of mountains 
beyond the glittering Jake is ixmdy visible, and it is vVilh 
jmuity that we can make out'th, peaks enveloped in mist. 

■ .^rannng southward, we make a considerable descent, following- 
^ ; an«s..up bed of a river, going ffr.4 up and then down, w|£ '’ 
horizon bounded by the ridges of grey hills. #Like a flock' 

: pi bin,s lost d l ,on tJl ° waters, our baud i*ar<j|ies along, without * 
euorgy and -without spirit. {;, it because we %o longer see ; fb<f 
;; Mounlains behind us, or because, owing to lack bf * 

hgjit, the heavens weigh down upon ns, crushing us, and isolating 

us from the rest of natur-r or is it the result of the separation 
w effected tlii.s morning? 

Wo encamp in a basin, m much as possible protected from 
the wind, and the men go oil in diffm-ont directions in search 
m>ts and mypl The latter U vary rare, hut the- titkhw, 't#/' 
team /jit, aud ; th«: s*dbY*‘ for us. TWo mv the TurkMi' v, 

names of the tmy^plants which creep along these uihosp^iffr^ 
limghis, and which; incessant winds twist about and flatten. •— X 
It was unite daik w|en (he caravan reassembled. I^me*& 
mid been told off to-f^m.th- rear-guard when Priucoffenrv 
and mysejf took .the lead to show the way. Here and there #iV 
traces were easy to iind, but S'-o.ef.imes. they. vanislioJ altogether, 



-m. :Vy , 

'.so first; aveninfea^' OBe.imd prvd 

wh|jh 'f lm^^ntent : i')nally made «.' 

; :, wNlM' ; C*t6 sleep, .without exchanging a word. The nigf^ps^l^ 
ywy 'bright, the mad having dropped and the cold being ^1$?? 


'"" Member I3.~~^he air is very pure to-day, and we can dis- 
tinctly see the Columbus chain. The Aint^ii."“jL(^ksfti 'ptof 
;';|p jttat to the north of our camp, while to the south- eas^jjiV 
'J^evalsby chain rears its snowy summits j and almost due aSS’fclV 
pw;^' peaks of ice some distance apart are connected, as it yvejft, 
by fy snowy dais of dazzling whiteness. Mountains, groat and 
. small, surround us. ’ • ■ ■ 

' ' ': ITje air is calm, and we have no difficulty in loading |Ju* 
:-,^e<uSts. but no sooner are we on the march than the wind bogsrith 
jto' blovv front the west, and the atmosphere at once ge|s thiol!? 
yfith dust, preventing us from seeing any distance or from 
thinking about, anything else. We are compelled, to march 
along, keeping our eyes on the ground, right and, left, for any 
trajfes-of the Kalmucks, our road being on an undulating 
plateau, rising in a westerly direction, where it is bounded by 
a chain of sandhills. '. he traces lead off in several' directions. 

• jttpar a valley, within which is a iVor.cn pool, and our caravan 
: poejs south wards-gdml ting in a depression of the .,<.>11, near u 
small stretch ofiw just to the south of the Aruban Ashkun 
Da wan. 

' v-*: grippe Henry and Father Dedcken have killed a line yak, 

< which they bad-.t^ follow a long way, although he had several 
\ ballets, in, him. In future wc shall have to shoot as little as 
f&Bsibh^fot there is nothing more fatiguing than the pursuit of 
ga^fe at such an altitud<^I$;70O feet). We are at; the outset oi' 
v t)u'r Jeering, and no. ofteiis entitled to be intent' upon Hythwiig 
but the discovery <>■ the route : he has rw| right to tire $i& horse, 

.. tft.iKijplay ,hi,s dtei^y^v^ha^Wiis strength v&ydo take a step 
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tfkQS'i* TJfSsET. ■ $■’ 'v,^ 

*ji; t ; '-'jUff ‘ ■■ -y *' 1 '<■ , < V -,Vf '‘’.F 

p^fv . v .y&foifcribo4e towards the auceel|.&f 
^‘^® r,Up * on whicli wo ^ 11 agree, -wiiWfa ^^g 
events of the day, and ' 1? 

have uo difficulty i n-^per< ^ | ^a g *' ' 
selves that the art of travMj^l^ije* 


defined, very paradoxically. 

■ Cttrately, as “ the art of 

December 14.— The night. 
a bright one, with no wind, and & 
imum of 13° below zero. This mor ning , 

? ^ ie s ky was overcast, and we tacked abpi|f;' ( ': 
so as to avoid the ravines and encamj^a^ .' 
the other side of the plateau, at til Jl" 
source of a river which is now frozen ' 
over. We pitched our tent where the 
* nni fi vi i, KalmucFp^Jgrims had theirs, and lighted 

our fires with the «r^/ of their yaks. h 

' bank, westwart.and the ’ 

ZZ?l w t ‘T “ w ! ,e l t, ‘" mw mclts - M «***« i 

gras. of the late autumn, which seems green and delicious, and , 
w noli ouranrmals munch with evident satisfaction , whil/the salt* 

emmil „1 M ° f T" 3m ** lbe "**• 

m mt of the lulls we can distinguish the forms pf Jfld amM0- 
but at too great a distance to tel] wl mt they are * * 

We again observe that the pilgrims hash lefttraces indict 
lug that hey do not tmvol in a single caravan, but moot It 
«hnn .«.»*«*, iU. case near the pass Of Amban T^Z 
" t0 ' dal "eav this river, Thi* custom may bo e a- 
the .. , '”.,TT 0y f H ‘“ S«»*#V-«d this' may he’ 

"thisTOtc, no ■ i ^ " ot wish “>8q§> disclose the, secret Of 
I ‘ ,, hg '"tentionaUy m soctidwe, -*>. as not to tH)ee any 
durable wind, could itervo as a g# * .t, -angers. 


and again 





losing tbillr w a v , and 
travelling in separate groups they can u<d Wir 


\ i 


uni' 


camp we can See the path which the pilgn 
up along the hill which shuts off the roufci to 
$#sitj impels me to climb tlmpath and Hud out 
to-morrow, (hue on the top of the ridge, I 
two hu^e white peaks which are reached hj a 
Be, dotted here and there with sheet* of ice ©p*|d*e 
p|s, with hills all around Judging by wb^i#© 
soeff'Up to the present, this is a specbnle we shall often have 
hgforcajs. The Mongoliain route appeals to take a south-westerly 
^ 'so ha to strike, to the right of the white ridgto, an easier 


low me, well out of shot, is a herd of koala tis, and fluty do 
noi sc# me until I am within 030 yards of them, when three 
nudes look in my direction As *1 stand still, they become 
u'assured and go on feeding. In tins Way I get to within 400 
yatds of than, but then the alahn is given, and the troop forms 
up, with the males at ns head. But instead of bolting^oft*, tfe#y 
! va»ce tow <frds me, and as l i< treat they come on ip 
licirclcj actuated, apparently, by curiosity. fan it be that 
» & va^ue recollection of having once lived on good term* 1 
with man, and that they would like to renew the acquaintance^ 
However this may be, a shot from my gun cuts their reflections 5 
sffcrt, and tlmy make off at a bound, leaving behind them one of 
ifop fcwnbtr which I which cannot keep up 

«Mh Ih® main luxly. 

f returning to camp | learn that 

^amWvjare complaining of headache Ahov# our heads are 
a-pepuMt of crow# which "have followed in khi. Back of the 
pilgrfinr'and, fed upon tlm**»,4e<u]. wM aM ft alsotootice some rats 



vr. is ill, and that nei 


J 



wjm >- . 

'^■‘ &5 ' Ti//y ^^p 

'ffife.-i-- r - 

na «* ,*ai«, dou. ^ ,;;;; ;f ;*. °! WJ| “ •>* «,> ^ 

#*: and ravines a 8 * U< ^ gob ^ aad > '■**»$ 

tarraee afi im mwi , f ° *' ,! “ ; *» »W ® « .ort of 

<*• <**> »f it K I , '’““**«*• wt «o 

“ ,vp f r f* of ;mTC W l,4 f^Y-r" WtTC 
r'; n ''5 “’**“* in P'"^ iyiay - n * be N of » 

■« w : m :z k 00 fr *' f «■« «*c 

f? 7* *il/- * unuZfl^ comlining.; 

f “* their bmuldarfcW,^ W « ad «>^ their ,|^. 

toward ^ -h , .„ ' w youoff toe-hther . m j , • ' /• , 

ma&P^ *° lldls > frUophig ' fch ’ 1 J drm ' them »jv 

"* ->;v on the tiaub .U h / ' < " * » «"* rW . *j£ 


■ ;Ti v vu wi# nauks </ *k ( > * , * tav jwe. gTh e 

f*# Wfc > fetch one of the fenaJo’ T /” ^ W **** 
fcound alonfjvjiead do™,**^ t‘ ^ ^ 

; tL( ' “'-re b?i**jre c;mn . ; j th au «T‘% which n-e envvv^. 

^ • rit ^ '.^ 
•'• J it ’ ’n'^/° r '^'^ i(Ie wJd ‘'h Prince u‘' p ^ a tf,rta ® aioi^t 

1U ' ! ' i "' 1 to be de,p.,fcho.l Vi ~, r ,T ^ charged • 

t::::?**.* ^ ■***' 

‘ ""' k ‘ U P to it,. waS% ; ^u«J •* ™ . c '' lU 1 i^ichincc!; tvhi 1 '- 

*•' “ d «* 0<>U thS.. »to M# 

” 7«* 'W.«« -f^,, f Yl* d ° h> "' 

to he i.oped £hai- 



as, ’hfaty 

future explorer who may fait-4 ^ ee in the.-a^arts ' i ' , ‘ 
not tax us with exaggeration." t " . V' 1 ' 

Dremher 10. — The whole of' tfuif- troop was astir early, anil 
lost no time in reaching the frozen river which supplies the snowy 
ichain trending eastward. ’ We shelter onrs-ivoa from the north- 
west wind at the foot of a terrace, and lie.' day is spent in eating 
ajid dyinking. A few delicacies are distributed ly way of dessert , 
and with the sun warming os ' a little in the Afternoon, good- 
humour. is .restored.. All me sick persons, except NUm$ are im- 
pr< wing. Parpa, who was constantly groaning, looks much brighter, 
and Uaehmed assizes The that, there- was not really much the 
mutter with him. I hear my companions making nil sorts' of 
plan|, and I am myself inclined to regard them as feasible, In 
the meanwhile it is decided not to start in future without 'Wo or 


three 'day s’ supply of ice and a corresponding quantity of frrt/fi/. 
•The wader can have no idea, how difficult it is to induce men 
who are tired out totake the most primitive precautions against 
cold and tlur-t. We are encamped at an altitude of 1 5,1 u0 feet, 
and. h-oking back towards the north, we cart again see the 
Columbus mountains, it seems as if we were separated from 
them by a smooth plain cut in two by a long ridge of cliff-. 

.December J 7 •• — Winding round the chain of hills which pro- 
tected us, and letying on our left; to the east, the snow-capped 
jpduntains, we arrived 'by 'a small pass at the '-am ping- ground of. 
fie Kalmucks, on the brink of a dried-up torrent, the carcases of 
. fiye canids indicating the route to follow. The stage was a 
fatiguing Kne, owing to a blinding nor’-wester. Wf foilowed^n 
easyb|>ath, winding along the spurs of hills, nu^ny of wJki.oh 
terminate at their culminating point in protuberan e- like wsfft 
on the Imifian body. '$t< 


Before making for the south-west w(j saw behind vs, from tl!h 
top of the pass* the hill of which vvb had first; of all made tht? 
^aijrcuit. . Its summif is jag^tiil and broken up into battlements of 



avuoss- 


MMkat bristles with 

y "ms* * rf ' ‘jfsr^ r ? 

steeples. 

l&Ser IB — AU night the abomina north- w 



we pre^a 



howling, w i tli a minimum of 0 Q 
I, with. thMisuai s\i upturns W 
t f thetpiometer was at 2° below /oio with a good dfe^Fof--;. ^ 

JUd it Was no pleasant business for the men to liandle^the 
We w^re still in a desert of sand and stones, with a Eeiv tnlts^of 
rank grass and salt, hut after stmmbling over a pass a 
ieet^above the M>a-level, with our camels, we dobtendei 
Valley through a gorge, where we get welcome protection 
the wind We believe that we are now on the other side df t; 
.^rjeralsky chain, an#, according to Timour, this chain e.\ tends 
ffaf a»*Bokalik. • $ 



^ We halt m the midst of till band, in a hollow where we ea: 

f ir y 

tet the wind at defiance. All around us the ground nnduhr 
very much, and the horizon is so far familiar that we car 
Out the same peaks which have hitherto served us laud: 
though we believe we are jn another region, iVsontiy 
wind goes down and the sky becomes overcast Ai Mijlitlal), and 
with the'tfeihperature at only 32 above zero, we fmd i! », ph i.'ant# 
that we 'call this place the damp do la Misericorde. 

* \ A * * Jc ** 

^eerntwr 1 f>.— To give further justification £oi tins name, wo 
wefpittfomed on waking tins morning that nearly all our men \\ ere 
indisposed, especially Imatch^te bandy- h gged They attribute^ 
thk indisposition to adiot Wind which, they said, was blowi 
during t|« night. As to Niaz, he is so u<ak that be ea: 
..i^tdhd up, and the men say tin hot wind must have been 
chad for him. Yet the thermoiiRUr s*ood as low as 1 <>° , feel 
during the night. Soon there c a hill of snow, but’ tj 
oi‘ a few minutes-, then the sun comes put,- and .t nouM^I 
jst the weather for starting on the march, only wo have no 
-horses. Tiny had been picketed out before daykre&k* so a$ to 







so»ft diriiSfiCO . 

jour, who went o§ ki search of them, has not 
sets hr, ami .still there are no signs of IwW- 
i scouring %e country, and lias foui|d. tattf of 
Lirecily south through the sands. -'As loon as If 
n is hoisted At- the top of a pole and placed fn 
, it may serve as a lighthouse for Timour. A»fc 
ff a gun or a re\ ol \ er A 1 1 our men are haunted 

b he is calling out, and at intends one of them 
IjliP' and fires off his gun. So it goes on all night 
!i\ * //s [. ruber 20 — — A t o a m there is a fall of about half six 

K )\v, a?, line as vUt and the tempera tuie* rises a litt$^ 
■mains overcast, and then a south-west ,vvuid gets ' Up- 
n comes nut The munmum for the night has been 
zero, and we feel very sorry for poor Tim mr, who 
•t ret turn-u Purp.t starts off on a camel, ei rymg a 

lit* food, and water in He shape of ice, and he goes 
ft, while Rat-limed -eN o»it to the right on foot, 
|«$ymrf ft cudgel, aTvvolver, and some bread He will go as lar 
at» lu^can, for not only is Tmiouwhis'lriend, but he realists w hat 
a disaster the loss of the. homes would he. We watch him start 
at the rapid pace which his famjliaritf with life on lofty moun- 
tains alone renders possible, aud aWait the result with no little 

JtW- ■ 


‘o|Mbout noon Timour arrived, oh Farpa’s camel, the latte# 
vf|ll^wing at slower rate* with the horses. Wj| welcomed him 
v '*^ar4jlth delight, rn& he had tears in hisses when he saw us 
d'S^ain. being hide with cold and very rite® .After he had con% 

■*. ‘/W ^ ™ (M r i i m w 1. . * , .am . . i .... ... _ Jr 


deal of tea and sugar, belated his Jtventures a# 


-foundriho track of the horse^tMP^- « Iwing tfe* 


/ JM 





■ '■ ' ■ •#¥£} 


^^;:the^ha«l .gone; somewhat at hapluan^^Pto^^- 
•.': im fmtei rhrht fo left. fl,Twl ill (\ru\ nf r»/3 * 


‘ to- left, tyiptd then one of thera-assumed 
others #great distance. It was hot til] daseupon -tS*.,?.' 
"jme. for animals in winter {about three o’elt^fe);tha^^| 
of the first horse. I got on his hack'In bwfe^^ 


**}*.,■ finding that lie was tired, I got off and : 

•gradually caught them all, beginning with those whu0$ 
||#^re ijie most tired, and as I caught them 1 hobbled them wi^$- 
halters. Then when 1 bad secured them all -for Ioounte|K 
. them -I got them together, and night set jo. I marched opy' 
Jdtivihg tlie# in front of me, but, despite the brilliancy of thftb5 
ptars, I could not find theicamp. I called out, but could get nq ‘ , 
answer, so I tied the horses together and slept*' leaniiig 'agaihs'fc 
of .them which had lain down. This; warned ‘me srlittle, but it 
.j’yrastjitteriy cold, and I have a pain in my head/’ " : ” '■ 

f v 'Eveiyool- was pvei^ed, for Timour is '-very much .li^ed/m^S 
"work being too much for him, while he *is cue of the best mer^ 
*. :we ,l^ye to^folloiv out a track. When travelling, one soon gefeT«£ 
attached to men of this type, and soon learns in the same w'jddu' 
to. despise the selfish and the ];;zy. * . : f§ : '■ 

i®t thing was to give the burses water.- First of all, wfr 
cdwin 


tried to obtain some by 


sing into 


ice of a small lake nepM 


^our damp, bait it was only a waste of time ; for though we hacked 
and fcfwed away, there was no sign of any water. Then 
Pilefe roots and nrgol; to whiclj we set fire, .passing the who^ 


day .In meMing.the ice,. so as to distribute small'- quantities • c^V^-- 
water io the poo* animals. This operation lasted all the aft tijSi, 
noon and part of thf evening ; in future, whenever we.gq| 
camp, m will cut Udcksjof. ice out of the snffece. of ihe 1^^& 
^,ml lefe: the homjs^rimch thein. 

afiernodn we saw larks and otlio 


tim§te-,e merging from tlie groumUttractecf' 'ih&juulight,-'^®' 5 
W??* 0 look for it s imvi:.. 



-s y- 

: v-'V’* * 

iv. 


A liiaOUQ, 





V' 


• '*• ■ ■ ^AiMgKWSS&MJV?** al. 'A • 1 ■ 1 

to the*ttromit of a sanahill/^J^m^fof ^Hich is scored 

% 'rugged lines ‘forming one of J aT^.«e^# of hillocks Which 
. ifMSctt:me of barkhans* which have 'boon brought to ;t stand- 
' j^Ul. In the first place, plants witl*. an infinite growth of roots 
We eWeloped them as it were in a web, then tufts of grass have 
fixed them in the% place. The snow as it melted 1ms acted like 


masonry, and tlu; wind has ceased to have any hold except upon 
the very light grains which are sprinkled on the surface. 

Thy sndw haa streaked with white this corner of the earth's 
surface, and the surt lias, if I may ^express myself, made the 
landscape look old-fashioned, like that which you see on a box of 
sweetmeats. The colours ‘are* in juxtaposition, but they do not 
fuse, the effect being that of the chromo-lithographer rather than 
of the colourist. In all directions the soil has been scored by 
eph enteral torrents, which have left a little ice behind them in 
sonic comer or gully. At each step one takes it becomes clear 
that this is* not a country in which it would be possible to live, for 
the solitude is* too gtiat, and the cold too intense. The lungs 
either do not net at all, or act* too much, and if one happens to un- 
cover the mouth while walking, the bronchial tube, is inflamed or 
irritated by the ebld air. Most of our men are coughing during 
...the- night, and everything gets so dry that our toe- and finger- 
nails snap off at the least touch, while wood breaks like glass. 
The beard does not grow, but loses its colour, the hands chap, 
7 the skin cracks, and the lips swell. None of us esca pe the moun- 
tain sickness, to combat which great energy is required, for it 
saps all one's strength; and experience has shown mo that the 
oply way to obtain normal circulation of the blood is simply to 
keep moving quickly about after one lias well lined one's 
stomach'.. 

; :It is difficult to do anything on an empty stomach, for you at 
Vince have cold fee t and a bad liW$Mh«. As soon as you have 
* Turkish name ft»r fciU<»ek« of shifting saud. • 




Wl 


AG HOPS TWIEET. 

'-'iV..*, J 

’ ' /< 

f^i'.%^tt<?r, and as you believe' past, 
• ^f^'-^.^A^V ybu-art* tempted to lie down and wmjp 
p^-^fpur feet again get and tlie headache 


you sit up you feel relieved, and if you gjmfl 
wa.lt the symptoms (juiekly disappear. vjf| 

<sL$5^i have fried this several times upon mysel|and my, EM 
Ijtfc'ha-s always been Successful. It proved ?<» to-day in th©| 
S|i?fmtcb, who was complaining of a horrible ben 

Intake a good cup of 'tea with pl< cry of ’sugar, dipping info ffe: 
it of breau as hard ns ^ stone, ami then go out and 


:Vr: 


.He had a diih&juliy in making a start, but when * W > 
hack he ww feeling better. & w;v* ilia same with Tea aiuT ; ? 
I have noticed that there were id wiy^ inore men ill ort 
bvt^lsi’-.dttys that, we halted. First* of all 1 thought this must be du^ 
to the reaction 10 J lowing m\ gr^at fatigue, but, J afterwards ascer«*f 
'^feined that it \\\i$ Ikmiim- {in* men gave way and remained with*** 
motion, instead of jiaeilit.it ing tho circulation of the hlood h?" 

"Si!# ‘ *■*' , * 0" 1 

* gumm*. 

: •"While I am noting down this fact, the lighted lantern is <kiee < 

'there hoisted to the top of our pole, L’aelnnod not having retunmef; 
.'Some of our men have been sent out to look for bifti^bwt ’they 
tejati ve returned without finding him. having been forbidden to go . - 
‘^ly.far, for fear they might get lost, themselves. Well as we'if-e 
•i^pmir.ted with Knob mod’s ability, and arniident as we feeVihpt, 
be lnos not lost his way, we begin to he anxious about huh. • ’He : 
fiMpst buve gone a great distance and been overtaken by the*dai-k- . 
^ ^ ro at intervals, and utter jirol^nged ^hou^ ? ';fo.r-' , 
T s intense, with gusts ul^viud-*fr6m the ; , 

tlie poor Icllow only took a ligi^t^foai vyiUi him so is to be #3^0 
. 1 1 fy \v ;t) k with eondori. .At eight* p.n;., the tbenuonieter? 

•*£0 C below zero, while the niinimlnu of (Tib' night is 28 
zero, with u wind which freezes tin 1 blood in ones veins* ** f -v.' '. , d 
y c • ’ ma y 8Ce,a ^iwgirfar that our .people slumlcT 3 'their 'way si) . . 




• . v ; . . MMC THE SENSE €>F TANCr.> 

often’ipjiit ii will beneither the- last tune, notjjfeag being 

ea»i^|jr©tt for the most j»rtideiit'»id , eaqK!rl<*n(wJ.. 1 It is difficult to 
ixi^gi^’liow hard it is to find one’s way among tlieae higUlindi^: 

loses all sense of pers] active, his eye v#fcndfi$i% 
spaces without seeing, at given distances, 
'1|^fe*.puses, human beings, animals, or edifiees the height 
w$pp$K known to* him. It is by the incessant and unconscious 
of such objects as these that he has learned to i'onu 
■tfeK^dea of distance. 

; spore in the desert we have in a. few w t ks lost this sense of 
•distinee which we had gained by the experience of our lifetime. 
t^'U that one sees is so alike: one lull is like another; according to 


4he time of day a frozen pool either sparkles in the susfiyhr 
disappears, so that one does not know whether it is large or small ; 
aMittle 1 tird fluttering its wings upon a. clod of earth looks like a 
wild animal which has been lying down and is getting up ; a or> >w 
fiyjhg away with its prey in the morning mist, seem.', to be a 
gigantic condor carrying off a lamb in its claws, while at sunset 
:Jto, same crow, cleaning itself on the summit of a rock, looks 
the size of a vak or a bear. 


otyy And so the man who has lost sight of the caravan or camp is 
keohsteotly being deceived. His eyes are affected by the smoke of 
the cold, the wind, and by having used them too mi«jifei;, 
\0a he is led astray by appearances. Jf t he light fades, or ih*; 
sky becomes overcast, he is lost. Night overtakes him — a black;: 
aa<f starless night — and then lie has only one thing to do, viz., to 
Stay where he is until either the wind clears away the clouds^ .or 
the moon gets up, or until day dawns again. Should the sky 
^JSpf before dawn, be may endeavour to make for his camp by 
vifjeahs 'of %e polar star. Or in the uforning Urn sun will toll him 
*wl|§re the east is. ‘ But a man must be very bold, or have a 
maifVellous memory for the direction followed, to trust hi itself 
. merely t&vfchjj cardinal points, ^h^-^rest,, not to say the only 









A.' 'WAS TJriBtfV-f; 


'Vi,:. ■ 


:■ vf i&i j£' fpiriiw one's steps, and should they 

the mao may be regarded as l«>Rt. . .- : •;-' .-.; 

'&i, fy^ii' 0 grh t ton g f hear |he groans of Nias, "’ho is very ill* atuV. 
|^|^|toV^r. ’ He is delirious, fancying that ho can she -vfcwO ,, ; 
T'hifptreti holding his head. He complains of in tolerable pains.' in . 
thebrain, ami has no strength to eat, or drink, while his tongue 
7iS fcWollwi, his face and lips being tumefied and blue. We can do 
.'nfcng for him; what he wants is to be at a tower altitude,^ , 
^'nnd wo shall probably be obliged to mount still higher to-morrow.' 

Jhmuher 21,— This morning, Rachmcd not l&ving returned, 
Dedeken on horseback and Timour on a camel went to moot him, 
and soon returned followed by Kaehmed, who, after mounting the 
camel, felt the cold a good deal, and preferred to Walk, He does 
not seem to* he, 'very much done up; and after he has eaten and 
drunk heartily, wo hear hi* story. He lias been a long way, 
describing a large seluicirole around the traces of a route, and as 
die saw nothing he went marching on. until be got surprised by 
might. Then, thanks to a clear sky, he came upon the track o£ ' 
the Mongols, and rested fora little beside a fire of ftty&l wliiehK 
he lighted. ‘•Then,’' lm went; on to say, “ T returned hi ! 
the direction/if the camp, ami the coljj was so intense that I no 
loafer dared to stop for fear of going to sleep and never waking 
again. So then T. warmed myself agaiu m m\ own way.” 

: “ liow did you manage ?” _ ' ef-gi 

“ 1 unrolled the strips of wool which'! had round my feet and 
legs,, and puthalf of tliem next to my chest, under my clothes;^ 
l |pd when J IKbpped to rest, 1 removed the strips 1 had round 
y. feet, and substituted for them those which had i«vn waV,mod'4>yb. 
i edntact with my body, Ido 1 could slop ior a minute without 
k. &$vm$|my feet frozen. When the cold began to getjtryfi^'T 
.c^l^Ttcd off again, and walked nearly the whole night.”' ,[-'S ■ .. 

'■'We were delighted to sec him back 4 and , ’ 

ri|t, he was at work again as usual '"Me even wav^jPlp strike <&r 
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tents $rfd establish the camp furtbdr ot* wlwr/iythw. is a Kale 
grass, but it being late, we deferred operation till to-morrow. 

a consolation to know that ,|here i* no one missing, for 
bo isolated in this immense desert that the very worst of 
o# men is extremely precious. Perhaps thin may bo because 
than k scarce, and bis value, like that of other thing-, is e 
question of supply and demand. Hut it is not merely for 
economic reasons that we arc full of anxiety when one of om* 
men is missing. It is because we are attached to him, because he 
belongs to our* troop, to our party. When (ravelling, J have 
often watched the flapks of birds Hying overbead, ami going in 
families and troops like ourselves. T imagine that when they meet 
in the evening and compose themselves to sleep, each head of the 
family counts his (lock, and if one is mowing Urn companions-of 
the absent one are all in distress. So is it with us, 

December 22.— ■ • During the night there wer n gusts of wind 
from the south-west, with a minimum of helo#/»'i , o. A horse 
has died, the first of the tong series which must inevitably hl!o\v 
After having passed several sandy mountain spurs, we ie;ehed a 
large valley, extending from north-west to sou Mm -ash Tin sand, 
dotted with tufts of grass, was succeeded by denuded and stony 
surfaces, which appeared to have been washed ban* by torrential 
floods. 


All at once there arose to our rigid, westward, at a pmnt where 
the chain we have before us seems to join on to that winch we have 



left behind, what looked like the peak of Stroui hoi i, as ! saw it 
!$or the first time when making for Sicily. Lookup downward, 
it r %aw that the bed of the ravines We were going through was 


tish in hue and sprinkled about with lava. We encainj 


ili&%va plain, and christened the volcano, which let fall its long 


teailm&.mantie just west of Us, after Kochi s, the greatest of French 
geograplier^ : wlio will be pleased to hour of our discovery, 

mis^W r i\%mbisf' of ' snowy peaks, there,,, towei^,^ giant more 





*« i%^.^>err*^ % lYcneli 
^;.febwr^ in hi^ ^ jajacle a .. 

,, • ^ w ^ f rp ^St^ r ^ Afghanistan. This valley, is, of 

by mountains, and it strikes ffe as being ofcut n 
f liam W ruiIes lo »g- To the north, the chain undulates in s^me 
i g“*' and is jugged in otifa*: westward, we notice several. Wes 
^'.ipejfoad the l{eclus volcano.. 

$$* ve to &° to ^ without lighting a fire, and tferefprt 
|v%thout drinking any tea, as the roots we have picked up atetoQ 
Impregnated with salt to produce a flame. Nia< is dyimv * ■ • 
lt\' A S°° d man y orr »W antelopes are in sight, and wolves-. « = 
• Prowling about. They seem |„ 1 iv , principally m i0 n a V 

'rodent with a large head, not unlike a gbi„,m, ' i 
■ ;?-< ^etyber n.--\ cold . wind Trom the south-east, with ';& ■< 
minimum of 22 u below VfflK. "Wheti we starred southward wher3 : 
there appeared to be a pass' hading through the chain, rife sk v waj 
dear. The de#rt, up which .we made <njr wav by. a Very .-rudual 
*, a 7 ei ! t ’ WUS bare antl st «ny,' furrowed by a lew r^ijms, "within" ■ ' 
L wlu f. W0 ^ wm ‘ ¥'>g/lH‘ltcred, beside large slabs of salt.^Ah' 

&S ^ h ™’ aud a V0I T dark •oirfacey and thte pnm, 

' Wide where we entered it, gradually narrowed. But the route 

was a good one for the camels, being soft to the feet and diMv ' 
with bits of schist lying about. As soon as wc lost s%ht etethV^ 

Bed us volcano there was an end to the la va. . . 

The :i>ungau te/ia ai' itd honour. This morning he i4t^ 
, .his son and w anted ;> kill him, liachmed being coinpdle-f to 'f 
in ten cne. As to Niaz,- he has become unconscious, and lifc&J 
strapped on to a camel Ho prevent him from falling off. Wheu;^ 
I came into the camp after all the othera, I learned that wte*wT 
the Dungan got there lie did hot , even make the camel Jr#**?: 

unfastening, .the ropes, ’ let.' JSiaz fall 
weight to, the ground.. This heartleswmj&t Iff' * 
of tl»e ;Ohincse 'race,;^a:thing to whidi ' 







■ mJmi -‘W 'kim u ' Vail 

• ,• •v’.f- .. *<;<■ '■■!* 

-"ffc js’w just ac well not to 

.,' Iiaye’alwvolvlr abofif one when present .it such ^cone« as ibis, 

' ’• Oitp camp. Is pit/imu in the middle “f the pais,' at an altitude 
of i abppj,|7;'S^*f^t, anil, it is bitterly cold. The wind luis swept 
. a. lit&rsijtn^' in^Ptho-. crevices, and this is can •fully • <•>.<■■• 

y| i: i|fMing given ^o the men, while the rest is put into the canned 
•. ••uiftdciv ■< s^rio as drinking-troughs for our horses. They 
-shallow ttvh show, which we have mixed with hurley, with muni- 
,fe$t satisfactiom 

-VM'"**- Niaz is at .the last gasp, his Faro being hardily recognisable, 
iund lie cannot open Lis eyes .A Lent six o’clock Tin ion r domes to 
say tlmt he Dunks he i* dead, hut. Uaehmed finds t hat he is still* 

" breathing, though hg cannot get tlp'ough the night. 

„ Vr.ixvtljrr 2 k-*- At daybreak the tempest, which had begun 
• « |p the night .is si i'll raging; and Kachmed, when lie comes to * 

’ make Ids eusiomuiy report, h;o a depressed took, with tears’ 
standing in his eyes, 1 It ss all over," he says., “with K iaz, hut 
mu have neither water nyr wood to melt the ice, and we c run tot 
wash the bo2y according to the rite, nor array it in dean 
‘ garments. ’ 5 

■ V^Ncr matter; Allah will forgive you, for y*u are doing, the , 
Abe$t you eaai. M * ■ , 

■ f; We will roILthc body up in the \ v 1 u t < * fell which .1 Sent him ■ 
to Ifeep himself warm. Hut ( do not think we ran dig him a 
'grave. The mountain is too jhant.^ 

‘Vinter him the best Way ,\uii can." 

“ | will do so myself, with the help of Timour, who is v< citing 
the grayer*, and of P&rpa, who h?fe sat , at meat with ■ NLi//s 
■si sW.’V-; • v - 

‘ “ V^^good ; we will help you loo.” 

•. ■; «My .of tbifc:faitbful servant, which has been 
l %y the cold, lies wnippod up in the pelisse m ar the '.font of .his 
iM-Conditionnh master, and. we c0ver iti-vvitli white felt. .Tfro 
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• snow ^ ^ u TO> aM u- mm % m 

is pi^ciiigl^:^^ our men take && pickaxes 
■,^^p' the ground. This they fail to do; and' th$r''fchey . 

. et ^* ^ oue hatchets, for the Muas^lftiaiia ‘ 

. ^e ^ IC> Buddhists, who h-avc tln-ir dltkl exposed, and 
woiild give anything to put the body of.Niaz beyond r^ch 
^of the wild beasts. But the effort they make soon take/^heir 
•breath away, and they have to stop and rest, the tears Which 
run down their cheeks freezing on their beards, from whicli they ' 
h.mg like so many iciefes. They are- soon exhausted, for the 
timpist tains all their breath away, and they have only been 
able to make a very shallow grave— little more than one of thdfc 
envitics which animals scoop out with their paws when their 
want to go to sleep. v 

llien liar limed remembers that the dead hum’s f a -e should be* 
turne^ towards the holy city of Mecca, and he is afraid whetb^ 
all this labour may not have been in vain. So he questing 
Parpa on the point ; butTimonr has thought of the Iveblah^?'! 
pointing to the south-west he says, “ It is over there, we can “ " " 
him ho/* & 


Bach rued asks me if the ne-dle of the compass tells the same 
story, and, upon my saying that it does, they take up the body : 
‘ oarc Ml.y, lay it on the ground as a mother might, her sleeping 
child, and huse the head, which is well covered up, on 1 to a flat 
stone, so that, as they think, Niaz may sleep better. They tuck 
him in as if he were in bed, and are surprised to bud as they move * 
; luui how illness has brought down his weight. Then, when he is 
tmiMly put to rest, they place the stones and the Jhi^otf«arth' 
•oyer diitn, and go on until the whole of the felt, which as • 

ayeothn for him, is hidden from sight. Then .^ch of us, if 1 
order to complete the work, gets a slab of schist outfit 
pocket of his cloak and places it over the grave, while 'tfimour . 
T auts IU thc several straight pieces of^oo.d «b the place 
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; >|i«r^^ibead is laid.^Ete^kt' dptfe>^e hay« to say farewell to our 
vrorthy cbrnrade. FatKtr^^Skeu first recites some prayers., and 
is Mlowtnl by Ti incur. *”We are all of us sobbingyand Tiinoor 
: W scarcely finish his Oration,, which he winds up in a paroxyun 
of grief by affirming the ’ 

. ’^E^|a|ss of Allah, the 
■suryif^s taking up the 
■yefniiti? *• Allah is great ! 

God is great r* 

■'"'■iBo 'we commit to v his 
.rest, each of tighter on r 
own customs 'and with 


I 


£ 


!f ■ 
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sincere ;v ;soitow, -xip: 

.heftiest ISTiiiz. •' *' J, 

; . . -^*3E%eu- tiro camolif&rte 

-•-leaded amid the violent 

. 1 ,» 

'i»HMYsrio<’;n, and when all 
ready -ike ' Dungan, 
who had treated* 'his 
•servant . \jforse than H u 
'.■a nod, comes and pros- 
trates himself. ceremoni- * • 

<£tudy, .as ..befits a, representative of the best bred people in 
• Asia - I mean, of’ course, the»Clunese. * 

: , A* 

When we start, the konran becomes more intense, and it being 
hopeless to tliittk of-iidl owing out a track in such weather, we have 
to guess our way until the sun, after being so long veiled behind 
the floods, coined out" and giVes«ais fresh courage. We reach the 
summit of the pa'st, and deviate a little eastwards' -to a gully, down 
which we go, v j* , otocted from all wind, in which we eau feel 

.thc^varmth of the*«an, our gioOmy-^eeliigs e^a’^iratiug under il> 


el leering influence. 

Aftei coining out of 


. 1 , 


fh 


jljftifi whc.ro 





ACROSS TIUT.ETJ?' 




K : :-: r m. 1 ‘, ntem ^> "'C again find ourselves in a -valley 

^^^^gMae^y a iley of .Uva,” but not so Jong or ^broad* ui£r 
- AiafcWtrd, with lakes — some of which are cli>&e fd salt 
^ e^te^fchat appear to be frozen over. There is a succeWipn of 
^ M beds <.f torrents, bare -hills, and wandering or^ with 

? * S ° me 0f the wvicps - T,lis » tlm-bnljr 

*\.tT t I Wh,Ch thescenei T. that varies so little in this region, 

r s 'K« • Hie sky being cloudy, our horizon is art extremely 
°' K :’ 4n< * ^ )e traces \>i the pilgrims grow scarcer and 
. *carc«r, betng- only visible where the camels have left theft 
droppings. 

; e. 2-, .-To-day there fa , f a ]| of SD0W . w ■' 

T" ] " k "' M ‘ d »• One pare ft v# . 

notch hie another, and whet, the sky ft clear we eau see mountain 

ice a„r'“ na V ' ° wfc * ” ( > aks - ™I » mixture <if 

1 tlfTl'' , 1 he , ' 0Ute * str, '' v " "'*>■ ‘he dead bodies of.yaka ■ 

" " C ™ ad belonged to the Kalmucks, and the snow falls nearly 
-every day though small quantities, the wind blowing front the 
south-west ; and we have quite lost our way % • . 

, - J 7 TI, “ U *“ ,W «•* tins does not 

mud onr ease, for we are going due soldi, over a bare Wafa 

"• “““P ® «* .«»* of tire lava, at the foot of a volcano! to 
-Vhtel, we gtve the name of Jtuysbrnk, or Iinbroqnis, in 
mertjt. the peat Flemish traveller, the compatriot of ’ 

D^eksrt. io the west of the camp. Prince Henrv and I&our 
«me upon camel-droppinge, so the route which sonthwani fa, 

io” th 7V T “ ,reIlM “ rc "J »w». for, ill addition* 
to the twelve miles or so of mountain climbing « do each 

daj, the route lor the followtng „„ e lias to be prospected; As 

soon as the tent ha* been pitched, sometimes wltUe it” i. being 

pitched we go forward to see what lies before ns, a slifi of bread - 

an a f,.w dried a, moots helping to keep one in trim, Bnt it is 

■ '* "■“ rk> ‘ ,,r W *>»**<* to what look, like „ sun# 



J' ; ' ' ' ABlhW. 'M&y&SXfy/'. tar 

mil than we find there is a' higher -^jwpe beyond, ami in this way, 

: we are often tempted cm and on uutE night sets in, with difficulty 
' j|$3i»^ our way back '.to the camp. ;]■ 

• a still, starry night, with a minimum* of 2.1° below zero, 

w© started just as a west wind, still more intolerable than yester- 
'• day’s, got up. "We could not open our right eyes, and it was the 
:, ' ! rS0p^r'With the horses,' whose right eyes were masked by a frozen 
tear. Vestiges, of the preceding year were very apparent in the 
plain. ' The “ K$d Pass;” as we call it, because of the colour of 
the soil, led us to the camp of the pilgrims, which had been 
pitched in a depression of the ground behind a volcano, of which 
\,||iere;i& a whole series just here. The wind did not stop till 
about Seven p.m., and we notice that this west wind, generally rises 
aboptaten a.m. : ‘ ’ 

i* , : • tfktiemfar 30j~Tbe night havipg been a quiet one, the men 
Say Ihey^ feel better, and the weather is now magnificent. To the 
ttd&rth-vwab a volcano ^stands out very clear and distinct, capped 
with snow, and they sun sheds upon the scene a tinge of tie 
picturesque to which onr eye is not accustomed. For four hours 
we pass a good' deal of lava, the largest blocks being the 
farthest from the volcano, close* to' which there is a good deal of 
enabling dust. * • 

<Ab h rs t our route is a pleasant* one, following a we 11 ‘sheltered 
,;M#>w ravine, in which it is quite warm. But this is#oo good 
,€ 0 ^ last, and- we come out upon the steppe acrg^iywbieh a bitter 
wiifd is blowing. Before -the hurricane has reached its maximum 
Of intensity 1 have time to distinguish in the w*‘st a vast, chain 
of mountains with snowy peaks thirty or thirty-five miles away, 
':ko-far j can Judge with my eyes so inflamed. 

J At times, wV cannot see ten paces in front of ns, and I have 
the eam^.I,:fej-ouiJit close together, Prince Henry putting himself 
at their head app loading thent, by means of the compass, in a 
• sou ^^ rl y direction. / I^chaiod and myself endeavour to find the 









., ■; -'iafcoss Thibet- 

/ *V^’ C'^ r . t’ «.f' ■ -* ’’ « ^ ■ »• t, 

wAte/fted the- others shelter themselves as. .] 

$Uitt behind the. earn els. *' 

/. S. ^:‘^0^e : ^mpest is gradually demolishing the crmnW.ing hilfe^d; 
'f^parfmiut* in the lower grounds. The laws of gravity 
even here, and while nt the foot of the “hills we are assade 
. anight be described as grains of corn : higher up, there ig»|a^ 




hieh forms into waves and which thf tempest lifts 
aU directions. The scene is a fantastic one. and those SIP 
'ypf sand form a singular spectacle. In the e\ cuing, wolxpu© jjipon - 
ej 'l&e pilgrims’ camping-ground in a “ haven,’* within wbi$lv y$e are 
to take rest. 


■'*V 


December 81,— The tempest lasted all Ihrontfli the '■» 




with a minim mu of ill ° below ze 


ro. 


W. 


sorelv need a i 

altitude,, for tuen, horses, and camels are alike in a had^tS^ r'W4 ' 
old Ima%li has one of his feet badly swollen. All 


the last day of the year we marched along between s fifrdhy j ffo , "? 
winding round the shores of a lake, our horses pretty 
lj >y the dust and sand. The camels would not follow on$ -ant®fer,-g. 
for the wind blinded and stupefied them, mid each- one triwf-toY 
shelter himself behind the other. This caused l.liom' to- d^iatg' ■:> 
from the straight line, and Prince Henry, with compass iiij&iitijjj,’ ' 
leading the way, had constantly to turn round and pgt 'lithe - - 
: earn van straight. .. 

is thus that we reached the camping-ground and fourth ah Y-v 
«</ libitum Supply of argot and ice. This makes the encampment 
just tolerable, and we celebrate the JS'ew Year by slaughtering? al'A:' 
sheep which has lost most of its fat, but which is none the less > 
appreciated. Jmatch, whose,, foot has swollen in an alannitig A 
way, complains of headache and singing in the ears, 
afraid that the foot is frasfc-bittej), wc apply a plaster made;$| 
mutton fat; he also puts bit foot into tine smoking pauneli^lV| 
the sheep, which at once give# hii* relief. /■ 

I?a prepares a dish which is not at all mvitfpg in appeari 


& 


•$t 
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better 1 iliaii .it' 'looks : itiiis made out of 
entrails. Then we> ®attke\;jB| iysguicuSe fAouzma, this eonsis; ;•,)*.’• 
of SoufiMixerl which is boilwlin a small quant i?v 

ft little powdered sugar being then added. After great 
difficulty we get a little tea. tor the wind is so violent that. it. 

to melt the ice and boil the water, just as the meat' 
fi^Uftptjfe^fthon >ughly cooked for the Name reason. Then, after 
akj^|!j^|-#eur best wishes for a happy pew year to our relatives 
home, and securing the pegs of our tent, which 
the-Ji^^fe^steils with unabated Jury, we turn m as quickly U$ 
p^i|l^#rince Henry trying i.oiput the best face on things by 
dbsprijdng that in such weather as this one would not be better 


off at sea. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

A WU.DKKNEKS OK MOUNTAINS. 

v ”>v., , ' . ■ * . 

■dfrv.- '■ v ■; ■ ^ 

New T^owr’* Otwitiriga -The Buysbrak Volcano - AMuilub Astray ~ Iteco veriag tho Track of 
the Piljrrima- ■ Making fov the Tengri Noi‘- Crossing the Hike o£ Coruas ort tho Ice — , 
ko Montcalm ” — A Valley of 1 hy Bomts—Tbe Duploix Mountains — Hainan 
Hu mb work— Probable Source of the Yfing-tKo-lviaug— Fossils at a. Height of 19,000 Feet 
—Traces of Human Beings— 40° Below %»*ro- Celebrating’ the Ohmese New Yota*— 
u Crows witka Metallic CrMtk v, ~ 'Mountains E »vrytvlioi v - 1* turning A Voter. 
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to us. Snowy peaks, visible’ i 
got out of the desert. As wi 
pilgrims, we steered due south 


■fa hu, M y 1, 1890. — After hav- 
ing exchanged greetings, we are 
delighted to find ’that the hurri- 

f % 

cane from the west has subsided 
to a wind which we should have 
thought intolerable four or five 
days ago, but which We now 
regard as little more than . ah 
ordinary breeze. Tim sky ikcom- ’ 
paratively clear, and * the year 
opens auspiciously. We • can 
make out where we are, and f:o • 
tlx- N.N.W the Ituysbruk-v©lcand| 
stands out so di$$$hctly that one, 
might imagine it had gu|^]oser * 
i all directions, show tlmt jye .havjg 
could not defceA any traces-of *the 


Wfe emerged from |he sandy valley to eucarbp 
not far from the iec, and sheltered from the west wutdV ; ,.^ie sdli'.u 
is -covered w^th lava, and is of a Very dark hue, the\p;r^p0B ’.of alp, 
this lava t^ihg accounted for by the proximity of^s^pr'eOn^| $■>. 
volcanoes. Ah- soon as* we arrived we- broke 



S ties to ; search for the truces of tje^ftill^tiis’ fOute, hut bund 
'• Ah nightfall - 

; 4 ;J' V«i marg l .*—. Abdullsh ai^-»ht;,^Sutn 4^'-0ght, tq*our groat 
disquietude, and this paoniittg Raehmed and Tinmur wens, m 
search of him. Raehmed brought bach his horse, without its 
saddle or pitSce of felt, and soon after Abdullah, himself followed 
in a pitiable state. He had got astray in the storm, his horse 
had dropped opt of sheer weakness, and, after having made a vain 
attempt to return, he had unsaddled the beast and taken its 
piece of felt to cover himself with. Having plenty itof argot 
handy, he had lighted a lire with the butt end of his whip, and 
"would,’ have passed the night in comparative comfort had lie not 
beep go terribly hungry. But he soon made up tor Iffst time. , 

' ‘iA.fter the comparative lull during the night and morning, the 
west wind got up again about nine o’clock, -.but fortunately the 
soil where we are is not very sandy. So we do not suffer so 
much from the dust, though in the valley below it blows in such 
clouds that there is nothing else to be seen. 

When I go down to the banks of the stream to see if 1 cannot 
discover sortie traces- of a route, I come upon the tracks of a wolf, 
and soon after the wolf himself appears, in pursuit of a herd of 
antelopes. He has not much chance of overtaking ,,ihem, and 
when he stops short, a bullet from my riffe rudely breaks in upon 
his reflections. 

There il a good deal of animal life about, larks, black 
eagles* and falcons hovering in the air, and I notice that there are 
a ap.at many animals of the rat species, which have their holes 
in tlie^fepes. They are light grey in colour, with large heads, 
powerfutjawp, loiig bodies, and short legs. They seem. to be fat 
.and comfortable, and I am almost tempted to envy them their 
w*arm holes oil this bitter weather. 

At nlgb^Edi Raehmed came in from the south without 
baiipg discovered the least trace pf the passage of the palgrims. 





. eq«$fly.iU! 

-rvv. jsgp^i^r;- . •\ t *-'v-r ; - ■■ ■• : *r-r"- ■ 

'• '^w^wnrjrgwho camo m "dca&iuad, .mnjaigCoTi '.- - 

ur, °*ffok' ':-wbich he had killed. • 

■'•; and it was not for a long time,. and after we badybeeq 

shbrftapg for him iu ail directions, that he made l>is .app^ai^mca, 

” ^ib ^'icicles hanging from bis beard, and .so done 
,,ifef>'nl.d ioi.rd.Ij stand: ^|Ce’ bad difflcuilv in lM*e lulling 1 ' liJhd Iq, 
getting oat Ids .words/biit bia face was. tndlmt. for he, had’cgiim. 
tfpon plenty cif traces, in proof of which bo propdly fprodubesi 
sonm ca^Iofe»ppings i frojn his pocket. ’ ■ . '«:■•;•%• :'*•••'; 

,1 bis piece. of news puts all dur troop in good lidmour, 
especially as the droppings arcHlia similar to those- \v;e lutje seen 
.before taa| t|:ey clearly belmig, to the same camel'sl' ♦* '■**’&;•• ' 

Jmtti/tjy — We make rather to Qie ei.wd;i s<fi4ts to viySftpw ^i| 'a 1 1 
pilgrims 5 mitten Eflorroous yaks stand'tcr^j^vV pass, BuU 
for ‘the disobedience of a dog, we might hbyy killed one of these 
■ mbnntartis . of flesh. A»amel which Imd:^!ejp54- to b* .quite.^t'1) 
died suddenly Is we,Vei*e clitnbihg oHe "of the many llill^'ujy Mid vi 
down which tire iyeht all day in tlits region so full of ray?ip:s. Jti 
tl.e evening w§ find shelter in the bottom ui;;a smbil. |n.,: hi- . 
theatre of hills, amid the crumbling sandstone ' Th$ cpLuml 
banks, eaten out and sefired by the wind, break the usual monolonv ,.- ; 
of'ouj.hoKizoni an| produce the effect of*a c<mn% wlj$.?*a. £■' ’ 
luflit&d, or which flii^ been. '!&C' 

* lire shy is clear, the west wind has drooped- aThtost 
iftelf; and, with the moon shining brightly. we'shMf have a */ 
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January '5.~bfhe thermometer marked \ ininpa^m^Q^Sfv,-"' 
^ . below zero, awdvlhe morning fsri'lo^y ■ one. y.I ’ 

'■ |.^!fibe our route, for it is always tb<f§{fme, 

monotony being broken , 

.seaaistij.wa.ys to g%ip about ten^' V;«. , , f -) -ft"* 

; -|t is us , -bittei^^oia 





%6t pari of- a very higjii aatd ; 
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but Uo! 


rk'eak»|^ift; ; a, Ji^>. They 
, snow. 
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and some of oar men want to know how we are to cross this 
mass ot snow and ice, declaring that the farther wo' advance the 
more intense is the cold and the higher are the mountains. One 
chain after another bars the way, and how are we to get over 
them ? I endeavour tar console them by pointing to the horizon 
behind us, and to the mountains* which look just as impassable 
as those in front of us. 

,y • 

We shall have some good tea this evening, for we have come 
upftt a lake — in shape, resembling a double eye-glass — with ice as 
pure as Crystal,, so wft empty our sacks of the dirty ice they 
contained and take *n a fresh supply. Pitching our camp in 
the lowest part of .valley near the lake, our arrival puts to 
flight a dozen orofipctf^ick'mg the surface of the ice, which shone 
aun like a mirror, and reflected f|teir graceful forms. There 
aM^oeks oflava along the edge ofstlfe lake, the level which 
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ft^oifio&ot^P'^ I w^lk along the : s%m^s of 
it sparkles abfipst as much as the Jiiopn, hav^ttg, 
Ml^feifc^bite halo of §alt%pon.it.s banks. Our%nfc is pitched 
in ■Mterular basin. while above ns the lava has the appearance of 
a hero of cattle dying ’down , <>;• of davk-plumnged birds waiting 
to swoop down, upqnjfcjne corpse. The stillness is unbroken 
until a eameb iraieb is very' thirsty, gets up and goes to drink, 
finding, much to*his disappointment, that it is ice and not water 
on the surface /"’■Xh^ue course he goes hack atid l^es down beside 
his eOifipatifpnB> and Tigai^, the stillness is complete, except for 
the sort , hf ^ummmg. : ^seruad^ in the* ears peculiar "to high 
altitudes: : ' ; ' . *}. t ., *’ ^ '' ’ >'* f ' ’•’• 

'^/‘tlwing to the dryness;, of the air, the light falls in Hoods Upon 
hollow, where we have our camp, projecting ntv shadow*' clearly 
■Hfix. the wait.'. When I 'get hack to the tent. Urn thermometer 
|pPkS 29° below zero. .Prince Henry reminds Father jDedeken 
that they had come upon the traces of a wolf hel'o^ turn mg 
in, and they ' Suggest that as I am up, T should go ?i®’ search 
of it, . ;;,;.:•••■•- >;:■;■ .... * 

\0 ff^imry ^ —^ The thermometer marks 10 c belovv 'Zefof‘ the 1 
poinjb at ^pch the mercury freezes, and there is'**tjii : <tj^‘Weftt.' 
wind. "We are surrounded to the north- west ^|ith lava agpawmtly 

vomited from the mouth of a crater. -' V V- ■', " ' ! 

, , , ■ ’* 1 •; . • , ... 

Loading our animals and starting southwai)g^,we came%>^ da 
poOl of water about twenty minutes afterw|ii^b#dtHe!Si^pbf 
which, ,' ; hd^es,;:;.camels,’ibte!ep, and dogs, got 'state Of gr$ilt 
exeitemfnt, only to- fi||J that the water wss%o*|alt and bracfcisjjt 
that|liey^cOuld not drink it. The enormous quantity of salt ha| 
kepf;thh crater liquid, Ipii; the poor animals eoiild not know' tMs, 1 
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some of our men thought it migjit 'mf It 1 
j^i|b; had prevented it front freezing. .* • 

omitted to say tt M^ki bavo .given up looking for •tr.-mes 
of tfe pilgrims* as the seaifflygav,- more trouble than r was 
.worth,' and it may be ^aat this route extends too numb to the east, 
fdr vte do not wish to eome out by the grand route of the Kouima 
Nor, followed hy Fathers Hjac- and (labet, and •aifonwvMcL‘* in 
Prjevalsky. We are endeavouring to make the lake of 
Nor, trying* to keep rattier to its right than its left as we go 
southward. Marching on in front of the caravan as pioneers, ni v 
companions and myself do not intend to go alter game except, in 
ySo farv„t l s we require it for f, ml and, for our collections, our 
ruaiu object being to trace a route of our own without any sort of 
guide. 

in the evening we encamp about a. quarter of a mile from 
a fine piece of water which we call “ the Lake of Cones,” because 
J of the shape of the rnouvita, ins which surround it. .We try to 
pierce > i he ice of a small pool to let. t he animals drink, hut they " 
cut themselves about the mouth. The horse-' remained for "three 
hours munching the pieces of ice. . ■ - 

Jan nun/ 7. -—We crossed the ice of tie. Late oi Cones in forty 
yninut.es. The south-west end of it does not seem to h, irozrii . 
it is about twelve miles long by two broad. After going over 
a rather steep pass, we descended into a deserted valley, where 
we killed a few hares, which, if small, are of excellent flavour. 
Luring the last few days vve have seen , nothing of any big game, 
and yet there hint been very little snow ami a certain quantity of 
grass, such as it is. Their absence may be due to the persistent 
wffhkis or the great height, the blast of the tr.mpes! ami an 
Altitude of 18,000 feet not constituting any great attraction. 

The day has been cheerful, even fby 4be most gloomy of o u: 
men, for the Lungau himself, inasmuch as we have come upon 
woo4, that laid been fashioned by human hands, and upon Saddle- 
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of juniper wood,"' » 

; comments, and while they were being made,4&$ J^p 

•• d(pjbt!$j?p smSing, although he : has had to abandon warn' 
j s^a#j^hj^to-day, and said that.be has seen some argots ink ^ 
l been turned over, this being" done so that they might drjv r^ 

'■V ien who havc^dpne jhis intend to return. He 

; Abdullah and several t^plhe .other men to come and eat-Jfe 
Vpofhis dough, add congratulated himself upon tfie 

celebrating 4b® 'Chinese New Year, which is in thirteen %ys’ 

’ time, under the shelter of a roof. . ’ c/ 

j These ho|^ improve the mt.role of our men for a few days, but 
we know th^b|(i ?: py r ing abodi “ hope deferred,” and it take? fittfe'... 
to provoke a revulsion of feeling when men are worn out and cut 
off from the w'orld of their follows. ' .■ 

y 8. —The 'scouts vitef sent out -came back an&'fold:.^* 

that, beyond the second chain of mountains, there is, feMi‘gU 
; ' ,; :jake. » Thi$ ; . wre go anil inspect to-day, Jto find that it% not 
fyozen ovfer, pnd that its wes b*>rip e&tpeim ty is .about twenty 4i W 
off. fudging by the. gaps wq see in the midst; of the 
mountains, we shall encounter a good many lakes, and it’ V 
only to be hoped that they are frozen over, and that we shall not 
be obliged to go. put; of our way to get jbund them. ■ * %• 

' We are at the, mercy of the wave*, so to speak, being ybn a 
boundless oceai^^io^billows of which keep risingf»efore irrj^o^ 
;shap#' ; :^|th^ , tki i mi 4 .and our troop is made up of a n^b&'pf' - 
swimmers tired breasting wave after wave only to find a hifljpr 
one before them. * • * ■■ 

After following a narrow valley, in tDWri^r.^ 

salt water springs, we reached the extremit^^ag j akfe , Whieh,A|i. 
^^ttaduaUy dryfng;iii^^ as We crossed ' jhfffi * 

pi'js 1 ::-4QW';;^fte^d wSh a foot of- fljjjjjL r 'fm m y fthagihld^ tfoa#*; 
e -the end tlib -breasting jgJ 

^cognised bur-inisfi^e, &s hidden fro$> 





'^^^ftW^o^ystpe^^'^atKP^AVe.^ttveihe name of ilo«t^ 
^..’.i^li^^rws 'fine piece' ’ of-wadfe^, which extends from east to 
*,• length of forty-five or *% miles. The islands and 
;- prevent us from calculating its precise* breadth! but 

from six to twelve miles. This water delights the 
'imM gi ves one the illusion of the sea-shore, its aspect being 
^rti^jilarly ‘ beautiful when, at suns'et. the westerly wind causes 
■ surface to undulate like the silvery scales of a tish. 

: J $ ~— .Winding our way round Lake Montcalm towards 
tlbo^ i l ^TO tt, we saw a great many wild* animals, such as yaks, 

, and even the chamois of the Himalayas ; and we 
^he$t^‘%p,our men by pointing to the presence of animals which 
Ijto^lHpftgeBOUS to the frontiers of India. r 

Beyond a # small p.es, we came upon some hot- water springs, 
jfjgt t^y .were salt, and upon a frozen river which as seen through 
'•the $jM, appears to Li* itowing south cast through a vast plain, 
0#» v tltis stream be flowing towards China-' At once our 
'thoughts revert to the sources ¥ of the great Blue .Ltiver. We 
-if we have lighted upon them, but in auv ease vvt* can 
, ttSserf that* it is somewhere in this direction that they must be 
sought. * The idea that' this ice feeds rivers which shed their 
'Raters- in ;$be Pacific -Ocean seems to bring us back into contact 
with the World, for if our supposition is correct, all we should 
have to. do would be to follow down the course of this stream 
to the coast-'* ' *vi* 

v ‘Sfuiuar f 10. — We had to see after tlx* feet of our camels and 
• toUho© orijF : horses. The minimum yesterday was 20 below zero, 
while last night it^jls only L‘3 below, and this morning 2 above, • 
zero, tsnpe^tiuie».^^h to us seem delicious. 

■ In. tho. : -Prince Henry came back to camp for-s||f|, 
to briujr Jh^the body of a. yak which he hdl killed by'" ^ 
fe^ng eighmppilets in him. Wo took out, the necess'^^instru- ’ 
no^ls.for sk^i^ag and cutting him up, and Whfegi w© 
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tjurte-qwartcrs of a mile from the camp;': 
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|§be one of the seniors of Thibet, his muzzle b^»g : ^tfite . 
6th worn, and bis skin half-tanned by age. . It was 
"iKiV'iS^^eT to skin him, ami he was so heavy that it 'was M ?,.£ 

■ !v: - ’ - fM 




' mUChhsJaftDamel coaid do to caiTv him. 

' tf % ^ '** \ ‘ ,* 4 **i*1 

TJbetsky was clouded over all day, and had very much the si>mhJ,, 
\ appearance as in the region of the Lob Nor, this moisture of the 
air being due to the proximitv of Lake ^Montcalm, off which the 
':' : ^xnd*blovi s-. ' ' * m? ' 


;%>’ T.typ of the horses died during the evening from having drank 
ylclQ. nlheb Water. , .It is fortunate tiny were the only two which 
^.discovered these springs, or we should have lost them all. The 
(Simels are none the worse for having drunk : hut they have 6tily 
beep. allowed 'a limited quantity, ami our drivers think that the 
bladder has contracted with all our animals, and that the slightest. 
cxceSf of drinking will he fatal. J match holds that it will be 
,bctter^.ot to water the camels at tbe lot springs if we come upon” 
any mix* " 


Jfn&ary' 12. — We a#e in a valley strewn with the bones of 
»nj,rpal»; : ; »uch as koulans, yaks, ororu/o x. and Xm»rhnJm 

Emardi* We can only guefes the cause of so many ^k (deton < 
being i^seinfeled in ope place. It may have been an epidemic, 
or a very Before winter, ojr it. nmy bo that the aged animals of the 
iloek chbse to come here to die. 

,l January 14. — We encamp at. the foot of the puss which wie 
shall have to scale in order to cross an enormous chain of tmouh- ' 
tains, which we name after that distinguished, •Frenchman, 
1‘ujdeW C -MF 1 

■ Thy; enthusiasm excited by the discovery of the piece 'of wood’ 
V)p|ught by human hands has quite subsided, for we are at a* 

'$ . •• , ■. s/$$ I 

A wry interesting collection of animals., fWitr.K etc., brought baei by M. Bonvalot 
iunl iij: ■•i itnuiaions h»« beetf exhibited .diu ing ;ho sutnmor and Mjiiipui in Pie Natural 
History Mnso uni, Parish — The Trtmufaior. ,,, ' ^ • 
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^be pooka .beside our eaijiip 


. '" bemgflKt 3&*t tweptfNihousami feet 'liiglr. while} for the kot^n-citf 
been-poping for .the path which will lead as to i!„. 
of the ohftiti, the solitude being deejver 8 ik 1>< \^jigh- 
than ever. There are numberless trae^of wild 
’$*Mtls'an<j} big game having been this way ; buj; tli’ev have all > 
^'.cleared, .off,’ 'iwrit at the word of command, and we see ' nc^fi'ing 
.but it ' Ivoehegojie erbw, which seems, 'Jo follow us with interest. 

■ t ' Our men. are out of heart, for 'flu -re seems to-be no end to 
/ ; lofty tablelands, and the west wind blows incessantly, i 

’ ♦ jKavhnifed tries to cheer them up, and talks of India as if’itwveW 
*j«kt round the corner; but the conclusion of his discourse is very 
practical, for he says “We have plenty of provisions ; let us do 
like . our horses, only look where we put down our feet, apji^go ' 

. marching on.” " ’ '“4*"'' 

Janmr/f 1 . 5 . — We .cross n pass at about Id, 500 feet, follpw’ing^ 
a gentle slope, and to the west, see the glaciers > exh-udni^|l«»wi. 
to a valley, which we shall Loliow, marching over ice. In ihoni'M 
# we catch a glimpse of snowy peaks, whgjb we calculate to he at 
least 0(10 feet high , and throughout the whole of I Ids region.;- 
there k a multiplicity of small lakes and pools, The hills, tj| ' 
soil of which -is very friable, l, ear traces of the mekiny ^f the 


snows and of the imfudations which follow, and thorc' # ]ffi]!<uaS 
ance of ice. _ : ’" i 

January \ 8. — As we began our march, two days ago, over the 
frozen rive r, deep and broad, and its surface so 'slippery that our 
mdn could .hardly keep their feet, wtf could not lielp’ltlpinking 
that.'the Jjupleix -raonnteius must be thb origin of 'a%dt river, 
pg; , at idl - events, one of its principal sources. , 

••y.,i ^h«^| ; Jhe'feow has fallen in the course of the next few min ima, 
and the |iiu has ‘come to melt it, there will be a tremendous 
d^ti^^lmr highlands,' which will be traversed by. riyeys of liquid 
»^al of which will be loft upon, the flanks of the 
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that we are at the sources of the Yang-tse-Iviang, ^ 

;days past our men hare been craving for the .sight ©flfcL.j 
* Jften, and alj this because they caught sight of that bit of wwa- 
J* ey are , constan % tanning the horizon, . examining the 
ancjing they ha\ e dhttovered traces, and triumphantly announcing 
ieir “ .hndT to 'the*tlrers, gotting^uite angry if yotri&efc .to 
|Wove that *they ^re mistaken. I try- to persuade’ tS^that 
'ri^oy are- wrong in desiring- the presence of thrir -ifellow ^tf 
^hey: have nothing good to expect from them, that * 31 ^ iv 
tough better for us to bauble tjdietjf to; continue otrr’I^P^ - 






ISt'jfcjhjp&est of spirit*, for we have* made 
two top '(three- 'which -put - everylmdy in good bwirt. 

w«v^dw ; -^^»*$t'a height ate nit 1 9. OHO feet, white 
'a&^i^o.o^h^o^iwt, iaa wjtH--sfieIt,>n*d gorg*-, njx.n a calcined 
« with horse-dropping. :i!I amujid. Lower 

.* fl *S iy o?tes*re , oijh es**stou o g which had been placed ride by -vte, |br the 
.rigfdj^g, of ' •W'lycjbr showed that "man had been there. A 
4 tlrteof spots’ laid actually -lighted, and as the snow 

bad ^OtydpKO^i* the cashes, this must fave'btvti done recently, 
h^iwa I ^iwi'clih^hig fo the rock; a fragnft-ut of the skin of .the 
'^isgall^Sttridge, with ’the feathers udbeAg - to it, so shooters 
• ‘niHst bAViSf'stopped tln-iv to fake a meal, liulkhey could not huve l! 
, }i{tss(sd jbhe night here, forethtre ’iva.s no t race of- any shytter-huving 
been erected. ’ - " ,?s: '" ?■* ■• .■'■!*%« ■ 


thi ri|jjj| 


-nothing' v^'-ia^S^f-th^' but 
o. arid tumh^&S^i’. the 






surface; $ fey a narrow defile, we have 


-slipping 


•- ,* Out caravan eam^np soolt* after, and my powers of description 
imfldjffijQ. to give an adoquatqddea'hf the unaffected delight of the 
men. ’ Tiraour maintained that" the -choppings are not men than 


three asffi bid,, and Je^, declared that the . partridge feathers also 
■ Abdullah, after an examination of the sticks and 
t^te^hes’e^phe tire, exclaimed"' that, the- men must be quite closie. * 
* .V- 'Ealpa aloije was pessimistic. He urged that it, did not follow, 


, that 'ijjfe should soon' encounter men, for when shooting parties coin A. 
mtefkyrander far away from all human habitations. He 
shggestaed.^lllai they miglit perhaps ho watching us without pur , 
obttSC^f'fhena* J^till, he thought il a good sign» apd as he could 
a little Chinese, lie managed to say a few words to ttte 
Bponn whus,. chief .' mitered quite amicably into conversation 
•sj^klkgstoriali, wJho^^<jwasf'.-goiug to kill-only a few 'days before. 




ft; 

"lldam, Adam P wfKH|t* 

J|w||pb Mi cpihion, he was eniphatic that ^yffl re#a!5 not lighted 
lour days before, and, moreover, t© it was not lighted 
tgrh&jHft'is *1 is tfeof habit, when they leave a five* th disperse 
the shines. ” * • 

it i 

I When we bad had our confabulation/ we started afresh with 
I ittueh lighter gait, and Itachmed, who went off in pursuit of 
partridges, winch he heard calling to one another on the ridge of 
the mountain, came back to say that he bad seen the site of’ 

<V 

another fire, *o»hile I observed an oho on one of the summits. 
It is clear that men come into these parts, and 1 believe we should 
find them if we wont more to the oast 


To-day we have seen monkeys crossing the frozen river and 
playing oh the rocks which form its banks. But we cannot 
-kill oof *of these animals, which are very short, with red hair, 

' jmialfehfad, and almost imperceptible tail. 

* We pitch our tents near the nver, just at the issue of the 
defile through which it wands its tortuous way down from the 
Dupleix mountains, and net far trom here, on file plateau, are the 
remains of a your! of nomad Thibetans. This consists of four 
small ovens with very rough masonry t the fragments <d a hag 
made of yak wool, the site of a tent with peg^ made ol orottt/fa 
horns, agd the droppings of domestica&d yaks smaller than those 
of the wild breeds. We catch sight of * wolyes, a^id kill some 
r^iooted hares, which we eat And all this - monkeys, hares, 
the nouri, the various hacks made by iiocks, the plant which 
we are convinced we shall descry to the east whafti the snow * 
ceases, the very snow, winch is converted into excellent water ; 

with the consciousness that v e have d< vended to a rather hover 

1 

altitude, and that the wind is not so strong — revives the draping 
*l|rits of our men. Yet this night the thermometer wen^dfwn,,, 
to- 48' below zero, whereas tin tin' previous days the minimum-' 

, bad not l>een more than — 2d 1 '’. 



■ . '#'■ • moztfcr : <*wrs9m? ■?■■ •'•' ' , au 

January 1,9.— This morning we get some lari-shooting :uwl 
; plainly pee two valley^ one coining from the rforth-east and 
the other from the east, ’ and converging at the point where we 
yesterday, saw the monkeys playing on* the river surface. At 
the- foot of the mountain spurs, tO the south of our camp, are 
some hot springs of drinkable water running over the ice, and 
in front: is a level plain rising by very slow degrees to a tract 
off land, beyond which is a rather high mass of mountains, 
fortunately, the presence of man in this region is beyond doubt, 
Or else the view of AM® fresh range of jnouh tore# would have 
affected our men very unfavourably. . * 

It is surprising to see, in the midst of this plain of hot springs, 
cones of ice, twenty feet or more in diameter, about the height of 
a man, ' and speckled over on their surface — which is just like 
crystals*— with grit and stones from the plain ; these blocks have 
split perpendicglariy like certain kinds of over-ripe fruit. 1 We 
havf: 'before us frozen geysers, %hich have become covered with 
this SQlid head-dress when their power of ejection was not sufli- 
,^fient to cope with the frost. We also come up<m some fine roots 
of iaboham (?), which form very fine bunches, and with thqge we 
‘make an unsuccessful “attempt to cook a palm. 

much like to eat some of the rice we have carried 
such a long- way, hnt it is utnpossible to cook it on account of the 
altitude, and |pur meat, of course, does not cook any heifer. It 
not spoil, for it is frozen so hard that when we waht to put a 
piece m the pot, we have to chop it as if it were a piece of wood, 
;yfrhile the ffhf we eat for butter is as hard as a stone, and might he; p 
■•psecf as a projectile. -Vi 

"January 29. — The event of to-day is the dij&cotery of the tracks 
of a horseman— tracks which are not newj—and of a fragment of 
n saddle made in a particular way, wliich A^dnllah says must have 
njk^ged-.to-'n camel. i^Chis suggestion isfecouted by Parpa, who , 

lijft ■ i* »ot at all Mad of thb. interpreter. , 



I '^ a ■ -McnoW ■■TttWET . ; J. : v 

' ■" . ’ ' •*'*/.. ' ■ •: - , , " 

live fash-ned upon, as is the caseivith aavig^to% . 

•v * m pf l&nd.; but, while these are mere supposition^' yfe'- 

liave as-fc«rtam tacts that the west wind does not gp dowri or 
•.th^^oI|^deq-6o | te |: 'the thermometer marking 27° below zero; 
th^t we are still going up and down hills; and that our 
•:^imals are dying off very fast., while those whfcb suiyive: are . 
^/deyoid of all strength: Our horses are incapable of the slightest 
effort, and the camels are kept alive oh dough, and paste. The 
-grass peculiar to the highlands is hard and ligneous— like zinc — 
end although tie camels eat.it, they are just as hungry as before, 
so that it is necessary to hobble them to j .revent them gnawing 
their saddles. We have ton camels and seven horses left, while 

the Dungan still has fourteen camels. 

1 Here are plenty of yaks in tins region, but tluy are very 

wild, and makh .off before we can get within fair shooting,. 
..•-distance of. them. ' *■ ■ ^ 

^January *81’.— r T&e Chinese New Year is celebrated with a, 
'cerfain amount of form, thanks to a young stag shot by Harmed. 
Its flesh is so good that we cat the whole of it. first, raw 
and then toasting slices of it on the argol. Tya is J : 
Why with his thigh-bone Covered with meat, for he 
t» his hand like a sceptre while he is talking. When Lei wSts* ■: 
to eat a piece, he holds it before the fire, tears off with his wh&?- ; 
like teeth the part which has . got cooked, and so continues - 
long as there is any left, , 

' Jawary 22.—% men’s attention is attracted by laige, leaves- '■ 

: , which prove to he those, of the rhubarb plant, and vestcrd&r - 
."..Pfince Henry saw some edelweiss. ' ■* ■ . 

f. Numerous flocks and herds have lived in this region during ^ 
; the summer, under the ea# of shepherds, for we can .distinguish'- 
|the paths made m the soil between the encampment and the pool 
Where they w«fce wont to go and drink, an§ they havedeffc behind. 
them heypp of -dung which we find useful for fUel. , 'M/‘ 4 - ; - ” ,v 
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’ en i s m y of.tvy llfci^e^owg* w/th 

mW*Tike that t>f;-the; larger pn N . 

l^^powcrM cte, amk of en>aVmu kb. 

^ ^^kn'-.cpinigonefs,. they omit Jiaj-sbi'^vornous , and vihrat- 
* •like a lock that mints oil 111$ is why travellers* 

have, givoti them the* name of " crows •wjtJju lftctailic croak, ;»a : 
though they cloubtlutw iv?e i^ihe habit of wmini: to tins your. w 
■ ate evidently hoi the . ittovrSlers they wouM bke to m-,-, for .1 h* ^ 
nearly, all make off after looking ut us for a imv minuter 

i need say nothing about Hie sooncry, for ic U always’ rli.* 
same- ^first a jw, then a valley, then a hn.lt- near a . kVih-y then 
, auofhe^ /pass, nnd‘ *0 on. We are still m a desert, km it is ,i, 
desert which has been inhabited, and this make- our men much 
mo v *o cheerful, for they argue that Urn d boon! ties ntniui be more 
inm:um>oiin table for them than tlmy have in-*/ w ib: -oijers. 


Janu/irj/ :2 h-~ bpo oa his rehvrn bom ieb’hbm He monels, 
points south wi»H and mtys : 4 * it have seer; men in knot bio’etion ; 
X h&vg recopHM'd docks of yak# and sIo-^-p. 

Timom and l^citnwd start off ;:t. once i v '.ebf’y this state- 
ment, and km* vest: wind announces a chough of v*mpcratu:re for 
it seems moister than usual ; but as u. hurricane wi ,okav and dust 
sets by, they ourne bm*k without h;uitg form aide -om*o mobbing/ 
Tlus uniookod-for ombture, and Urn dsmiunlmn in the size- of 
the suowdvdces, lead us ro behe/e fled, there ore large \pkeft 
evaporating fo the west < ; our re/re, ;ovd ehm/bug with vapour, 
l ho- w i n d;v w h ie k \ k is s # , v « t show 

lVoeeeding K>r\\er*I in these sroononne wu enrno suddfedy 
upon a trovrui geevvyahnut 'VA feet iu diameter/, and then thoHky 
cleared apd wo wove surprised to s<v .a Iiir^ydund of several 
hundred rake o*umng along the * side* o£ dho unarm ain- nod 
so ou*ef# {hat we^ok them for driest ieatyb ammabo 
ospecially as wo imagined wo could see /the' shepherds loo lb w; 
; 4lfcor tlumn Having been able to get \§\m to them, withma 




ACii/iX.i /fMnu&t* '■■■" ■■ . 

%e soQn h-uml 'that'iw© vvere mistaken, ia 
&ud when Prince Jlf-nry ain't* Father .Declckeu 

• -# v; (!$*&** w <^ _ .. .. :i..: ( 

'Tlis people soy ‘ that, the Bupgtul^wouM do 

Tye’ll to remove the- liiilo fcel] hanging from the neck oft is eaxucJ. 
ffs it might attiact the notice of men. It was only the other 



cliy that they were longing for the company of their fellowte, hut 
now they hate a childish notion that i’ <'\ are being watched bv 
^iiVvfsibb' brnhsenfen ■ ' ^ 

Jar/fitfn/ 27.— .File mhumugi <m (lie rught oi tlio ij-tth, otving . 
to 1 the >Tn)\\ . was- only j 1 v below »v. i»-s against Ji ! v the next 
night, but the West u ind Lad i&llen during the night, only to 
spring; up again in the morning about ’>i;. 

’ Chi the 26th wo sealed rocks i >,S00 feet high, Jm d* ]o<ddpg- : ’ 
, could see as many mountains as from the sumrnft of 

the i a>b Du warn when \vr arrived on the high phxteaus. (>$e 
of our men expressed surprise at there.ji&ing. .*&. mmf -mountains : 



; ;•* "v. * ’ ■ •»;? ' ^ iW -< Ms • 

. • in 4% >^((^';3BTOiSd(* • to -i|ii>^r> • *\V o came upon a’ 
pf upon some rooks and 

• croaj|ittg, just/ found near to the dwellings’ 
. -of iftjjpdo, so to human beings. • *t - 

;’ .Wda# .(thf^Tth) we. descend a pleasant little valley with a 
gentle slope, jM the • preface of, ^me rhubarb, dandelion, ami 
grass leads us tb believe that this place must be quite habitable 
during the sunuftfer. There are numerous paths leadings to 
> «|l|n4oned eacainpnrents, and there can be no doubt* that the 
ThibftauB come and feed their lloeks here 'during the fine weather, 
pa«»j^||^tc' winter in warmer or more sheltered regions. ' 

^fecpi). cheerfully on, and as the sun' is shining brightly/ and- 
the wmd doc-s not blow, in this -little valley, we might imagine it 
to be spring-time. .Down- in the bottom, we sen i mining water^ 

• >md shake a rush for it, finding it, to our delight, fresh -and 
good to 'driuk. .. Along the slopes of this valley, there is grass 
ur abundance, while on a broad and sheltered terrace are great 
lieaps of vejgy dry argd. We find that this stre am is not frozen 
because vit is -fed by . numerous hot springs which are onft 
J Rightly salt, . and it\ contains, a quantity of small fish, whose 
’ eyoMtions suffice. : to 'amuse us. Abdullah is in High glee, and will 
it'O 1 it that we are at the ^sources of the Brahma* Poo tra, and 
it all lye have to do is descend the river and wo shall arrive 


Xhassa;, '. lie is brimming over with happiness, declaring that 
jhave already made a journey which no one else lias made, tba f it* 
is reaching its close, and that, for his part, you will never catch 
■■ him again in this accursed Thibet. 

;{We crosss to the right bank, of the river, and, after going four ' 
or five miles, find that, as its banks gradually get lower, it is 
frozen over and 4tids in a kind of Isike, on the ice of which the 
water trickles, until it has become solidified. While the tout is 
being pitched, 1 go out to reconnoitre, and find that the river has 
a very broad bed, but that it becomes lost in a rather large lake. 

a 'fe .... , . CT 

■" etti ' ■ *■ ' * . •' ■ .V ' 1 
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ACROSS THIBET: 


i|>pdssibly pass through after* .the, 



learns the truth, diis 
shall never find oar 


questions me, and when 
,Vfe<s^5ro^«' very* long, and ’he moans,: 

:.way ; 4brot|gh ! ” , . ^ •'. 

; v ^Nevertheless, the day is spent in rejoieings* fi>r these parallel , 
|>a.ths run in the same, direction, viz., to the south-east, and they 
VfcMMtt'Jom a main route of c^inmnnioation . All we hcssd isto see 


haea, in order to acquire the certainty that we are really on the 
'^dad to the Narntso (l^r^ri Nor) and Lhassa/ 

-January 2^.-— We Continue going downhill, much to our 
Satisfaction, about six tniles to the eoutli-east, and have to shorten 
dur stages in proportion to the fogces of the men and the animals. 


January % 9. — Last evening we encamped at an elevation of 
15,700 toot, and to-day w are at 14,500. Wo get" up a lottery 
tp be won. by the person who • makes the nearest guesses at the 
4ate ifhen wo shall encounter the Thibetans, the periods selected 
varying from twenty days t.0 four. 
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Dictlonairtcfi. (Por description aip # «tf»elic.j letter;) feeh^ion 

(‘clebi itks, Kncyciop^rdu,, M<x j;*:fu'Kl, hbc! V aI>I^ Engli^li s F.oclhh Hiutur^ 

Fnglish Litttrjcture, T^omosnc, C^^c-i'y* Gwunan, and L4.11... j*cv with 

! tiucaii&Hal IV^rv*,) 

DuTTarh, Benjamin, Pei^onal Komih^sr^ic^s q£ By FiiWmr Laim p ■•'!. 

Biwraeh in Outline, By K CAaaotx Bkkwstek, LC t *. 7s, f>r.. 

l>og, i lustra tied Book of the. By Vhulo Shaw. B.A» Witi\ C oioured 

1‘iar ^ >" ,oik bf^rUcil, j(W.' i halfmoroi.co, 4^ 

Ocj>, ‘Hie, r iosTi/WE, Illustrated., t-d 

JT 1 ^ i mo«tk iMtCac* ;^ry. Tho. At lot the I'iousehoM. C'^d>. / s * ■■‘xi. 

!Vt^ GaiB*ry, i’nr W'iih a;./ » . *»y GOST A v JK.nf .,to r/s. 

Vivrm Baatc‘ -i luicrxio. nitp>tx?uH hs Gustave / W -•*/</ r A //>. «. 

twx c’u Milton's Paradise LosL - 'nsoat.xi bv Ouraavr *.?ouk. 4to, v. i n. 

Dr. OuinAoy'a Wifo, A Novu* By V at M/\ TAkai !Vansliif<' f >»*e 

H un^!?rian hy F. S > 1- v .>iiT /.. , 

Curtly Our and its tftory. KdmVi t-y 1 •; if h k Hsoan, F. t.. c . With 
;,r Coloured Plates aod. 7.4- 1 w, . * J avjai;*,. ia f'iin.t mu. 1 . m*. each. 

Bdlnhurgh, otc! andL Now, Ca^stUTa V\ ith rh'usuuttAr^,, 1 i ( Vofs 

.V 1 car f . Ui- MM, hfiuhng, ^ t 10* t*u f >M f , 

r.gy^t. , Doaci ‘pUv r y Historical, and Picuiro^que. f\v Prof, K*c Wb* 

1 r.iTtt .<*;od . with f'Mih.** '-v Sam* A* a. lata tyl (i , T^v’ ■> 

M fO." A 'Suvi* . By Kj J - n • i'h.nh, 3.^. Oil. 

^hoctvidty. Age oli 'irons B01U to Telephone. Bv Pawk 

11) D. 7« i'td. 

I h t f e in citytffcrnc tiaaJ . By Prof W. E. Ayrtcm. ithn>:.5 t--d. ;/s. 6< , 

" fJ^ctrlclty in the Service of Mau A Du.ul.x ar f u l^arxtrd !rv,il. W-r,- 

neafty l!lu*nrii T tm»s C Sirup Petition y ms, 

Employ might for Bom on leaving School, aulde to* by W. s. Beam*, 
F, h.C. 1 ' r., od, 

Encvolopa^bc Dictionary. The. C »inplr.tc m Fouruco DivjiiionafrfVo'is. tab f <L 
« '.- ,1 , " ‘‘.fv^n \ - r., o.ih n ut n». t) , ra<‘h. ; half ixigsia,, tv-- daoh. 

r.r.yldpd, Cuawell's Xllustvuted IIs story of With a, 000 UhiSiMbuft*. "i>;a 

C,lv f ^10, each, jV**u tt/hi /Cex/iniu F.-d itt&iu \'olb. G U M Cl., ah- K , 9a* each. 




Selections from Casstli A Ccmpwiyi PiMkatioH^ 


v I>lPti6Mury t OaMBte. -Containing IXmiUms otap 
Wonisaertl Phtswts,^' Demy Svq, i.roo pugt», ( uioth stilt, ??. m1. 



iOO.COO ! 



qC C/maf P'Jitip'u .t&s ■ 6 d , Tuottourgh, 13 s./ 
My Prof. HfcfcflV iViogLii’A Complete ia Five 

4 Voi.. iV — SiioxTfnje Wovks in fiS&LUK 
.»$tf j . Fkc^b- 

j VOL. Vl— SKfl'CHS»uir I.ONOER WdKlCs IN 

*, { .* Ewusu Vmsit At;r Pkoml. 

iftA J?tvised'‘jF tit Son, 7 s. >1 * 

ot By W- Inv* ::v. viy^gaws. Cheap 

/%. 


7R. 6d, 
.c.O N ir- 



. ti-l 


Hletory. 

Bullish Utentun, ,/;. 

*■ Volf.. ?& Sd. efltk 
Vol. 1.— <SMu«9raK.«SueH. 

V*h« IL—lu ufoaATidMs ■ iJ 
*» K«k.iCion, 

Voi.. Hi r.waisif PW«h. 

English Utmture, Ml 
Su^l^lilt^rature. the 

, «?*. £d. ; res 6& 

English literature, The Story ot, By Anna B»\ 

JBhglian Writer*. By Hunky M milky. 'Voto. 1. n> vm, 

JBbops Fables. Illustrated by Ernest Cki^.i Giteap Mf 
/ . bevelled kKucd^.i^f ' f * 

EfiUpietfd of Good Society. < ; doth, is. 6d. 

Rjre, Ear, mad Throat, The Management of u 
Faith Doctor, The. A Novel, i ,v Edwahj* K.o6 
Family . Physician. 'Ey Epmum Physician.* 

.. ftrri',rcf £• Cloth, *»«. ; mxbiir'/h, wz. 

Father Mathew: HJ« U £ band Times'. Uf Frank J. MM’up. sts. 
Fatwbr Stafford. Bv Anthony- Hopk, Author ot “ A Man of Mark'd 6s. 
Penn, G. MaaviUe, Work* toy. Boards, as. tad:* , cloth. a$, 6&, 

.Ouvoto ttwXHVer; or, & Wj#*»Jufc In - *"»•* 

M<trd* only. ^ .r 

M.>’ J'ii-it Xll », 

Held, Naturalist* 

Figxdei’a Popular/) 

ca-sW -is. id. 

Tb* Uf uaiau v . I , Blrr^raalia. > '* Mmttn WaMd 

•» TPfrWMjttdtt toeforo th# L>‘.7 tge. gdtttoft/ » 

Figure Painting lA^Jp^/wloure. Vwd, /6 < ,:r#:rt Plates by Bz,anchiv 

Ma. - \«THfT;<4ijiad |pb»Nra Brooke. WiU full liiMtucuonss ?n. fit). 

Flora's Feast* X Ma4(|^e of Flowers. iV^ruicd and Pictured toy WAM'i uk 

s-ir With 40 ivi Colours., y?. 

Flower do 0muljrtWi. ‘-‘The Story of u Plantation. 

Ha - ki- Aurijo!* of" The Xitglonihoiacy " fir.c. •#, 6d. 

Flower Painting* Elementary. With Eight Coloured Plat es 
Flower Painting in Water Goiottrs. With Coloumd 

S' - m ! Ok A^r^cl l. •" 



*Ve?/‘ <z»df 

6d. 
is. 

as. eaq:* ; aoun ar,„ oa. 

'Che 'F^iwiao «’ DawtovcL'^ln hoar.** o«vy, 

VoxiMrt.f O'JVTiHT, 

Tho VicAr’* People, iaO^dh cm\y. 

By R^v. J. G, W'oui>A TiitObORE Wood. *;s. 
orka W'nh do^erul Hundred Illustrations .n 


B> Mrs. Bi.’h.'ONf 
Cipst and S. v; ir.ff 


Flower I Hinting in Water Ooionra Wnh ^Ytore^Platv .. ,u,j \ <„.d 

StfHta j*,. 

Flowers, and How to Paiat. Them . DvMo i-\.\ n i-:t .. Vi' ith C ■ , mu . * *d ) "L. tvs . .> 
Ptwsll ReptUea A Uiatamtf fixltiuh. JR- .lir Ki n aki> K C.Jf, KK..\ 

&c. With .:oh i v »i,trsflln hmr VolvlpA ir, 

Fotu yeans in Parliament with Hard Labmif. . By C. W. : %,\uv l.ki’k 

CoONC, M.f\ i'hhu Jk'duutn. v . 

France an It "la. By Ant-k.k I.mkin &tnd Paul Paugr. With Maps. ** us 
Garden Howers, FamUiar. Jto 8iiiku'.»- Uu»m;.vu With Cdlouied Plates toy 

K F PU cmk, F.E.S. C-impluru hi Five "oeries. Cloth tg*,. 5<i cacu. 

Gardening, Caaeell'a Popuiar. fllustr^itwl. t onqilcm in Four \ ej,. each. 

OeomatricaJl Drawing fox Army Candhiritos. U. T t LiUiu,M.A* >\ew 

.VAV'/ £V)Yjf/<"n. ». Cd. * 

Geometry, Piret Element* of ErpcmuenUh By Faux. Bivvr. t: ,, *:,d. 
Geometry, Practical ©olid. ' By Major Bosh. a*. 

Oiltoert, JElii.abet.to, and her Work for tto* Ellitd. By F&ncss MmtIn, m. fid 
Gleanings irom Popular Authors. T#o \\.n. With 0riginaPfttuattauoii.s. 

4 to. q*. t'-u'h. 'I wo Yoto, in Ow,. k5S. 

Great Eastern Hallway, The Otficial Glu< *rated Guide to ttoe. is. ; cloth as. 
Great northern Ftailway , Th^Official illu.*tratett Guide to the. t* ; doth, .afc , 
■Great Weetim Railway, The OjEhdaJ. Utoiatrated Guide to 'the, Xew and'' 

bar.*! iw, i s» : cloth, a*. 

iGttl-iiveFs Travels. With ^S JBagmvutgfa. fUoih, 33 . 6 ,i. ; ciuth gilt. 55 ,. 




lections from Cal: 


Ccmpan/s^ Puhluatfim t. 


Gun and ita ftfigippineut, The. By W. W. GftF.aML, Ulusrr.itM. jo\. 6 d. 

( Guns, Modertf^pffi. % W. W. Gkkkner. IllusfftilW ss. 
wealth at School. By Clement Pctkes, M.D., tya ?s. Sd, 

Health, TheBoofc ot By Esteem Phyelyions and^Surgeon* Cloth, sis. 

Health, The.jBttflaenee ori$ofMng on. By F. Treves, F. R.C.3. as., 

HeaV*ne. The Story oftbu By Sir Robert Stau-ell Ball. LL.D., F.R.s. # 
Wnh O.Hnred Plafee and Wood Engravings. Pofntla-r Edition, ivs. Gd. 

„ Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. with 300 Original 'lustrations. Cheap 
Edition. Ww.-I. ». <5d. 

Holiday Stadia*, of S^ordewortto. F. A. Malleson. M.a. v,. 

Horse, JThe Booked tihe. By Samuel Sidney With 28 Fac-smide C^fured 
Plates. De*iijrifa», 3£f. ; halftnoroccc, £a $b. 

Houghton, Lord 1 J&e Life, Letters, and Friendships of Richard Mon olcton 
Milnes* Flrat Hor d Houghton. By T. Wkmyss Rnm, Two v’ . •!* *. , with 
'P>>: fraftv, 

of *he Illustrated. Complete Iti Four Vob. 5 s. each. .* 
if k Living. By Mkkh Grogan. dm* Edition, tnl. h ' 
aealth. By R Arthur Whitelegge. m.D, 7 u. 6 d. %' 

By James Grant. With 400 Blustrniions. 15s. ‘ 
Games. and Fireside Fun, Cassell's Boole of. 


Honcho id, Cassell*! 

How Women may T 
Hygiene and Public ! 
hjdiit, Cassell's History of. 
In-door Amusement*, Card 


With lUJuiermts lilasuations Cheap Editi 
* Irish Leagues The WorP of the. X i,r Spa 


Doth, ad. 

h of the Right Hon. Sir ITrnry 

i'V. 6a. 

1 1 ASLAM. 3d. 

M. A. «?. 6d. 

W, Pkot’ys', AVv 


Wmlts 



m 


W tom xMr 1 * 

‘ ’fen ot TKom 


" Tames, ^.L., M.r., Replying in the nidi ‘.'o.mtmM in Lt«v 

■Irish Parliament, A Miniature History of the, Hv j. < 

Irish Union, The: Before and After Bv A. K. u< nuku. 

Italy from the Fall of Napoleon X. m 1815 to 0. *Ky 

umt CftedMr Edition. 3V. fid. ' “• 

"Japanese" Library, Cassells, < ousting 

jAp.i'ac»e style. 0'v"*x in w;.re..i .*’■ volutes i<i. 

Handy Andv. Olivia- .Twi**. ivau Tiijroldsbw 
Mofa.KJa.tift. Tiaa l»a*t J/ny* rrt Pompon lie VoUowpl* 

Palwym. Jack B.int< n the OmiYcWma*- Sdeulioue 
ll.'O'i Aoir'j'ionn Hunmcr Tm*. **r of Ik “KJotU. 

John Orlebar, Cllr. By the Author of f.Ju!mj>hrfe 
John .Parmelees Curse. Ry Jut, tan i a .v thoRne: 2s. 6d ( » 

Karmej the -Scout. A Novel. By Svi \ -xm-s Cons, Junr> Cloth, 3s. t.d. 
Kennel <3 aide, Practical By Dr.iGo.vno* S tables. Itfettftrated. Chc^p Edit ton, ir,. 
Khiva, A Hide to. By < oL Fred'Ccrn avy, u. 6d. . ^ 

Kidnapped. Uy K. L.\vj even son. Ii ! \' nuted. jc» 6d. 

King Solon, on ’« Mines. By 11 . Riper m \cgabd. fVystrated. y- 
LadioB' Physician, The.* By a London I itvsutnn. (ts.C 
lake Dwellings of Europe. WoifRift aHinwo, M.A. Cloth, 31 
Lo w, How to Avoid, Bv ^jpnV’U.LJ AMS. M,P. Cheap Ed Sion, is. 

Legends for Lionel. Vv'nl^oloiired Plates by W a ltf. u Cn \ nf,. 5s, 

Letts's Diaries and other Time-saving P^rt»licn tionn qte novi publi^rd 
V" lively by CaskSLC ik. Compan*, (A Lht sstii M ' f >et rr< application.) 

Little MinifJtor, The. By 1, M. Barrie Thrv VoK. yrs. 6 d. 

Loans Manual. By Ctiart.es P. Cotton. 5s. 

Local Option in Norway, By Thom as M. Wilson, C.h. is. 

Locomotive Engine, T^e Biography oF a. By T J Frith. 5s. 

London and North Western Railway, Official XHuatrated Guide, is. 




»,!u- 


London and South Wmam Railway. Ofl’cial lllusirrated Guide, is. 

Loudon, Brighton and- South Coast Railway, Oitcial IHuatrated Guide, is. 
London, Greater, By Edward Waj.rdrd. Two Vola With ,bvut 40c 

lihistiations, g'U^ach. ty.ihrarv ECU. on. Two Vols. £1 Iti-j set. 

London, Old and New. By Wamkj; Thor usury and Kdward Watrord. 

six VoL., «Vft'h about 1 , ?oo Ulustruionv Cloth, 9^. eKch. Ltlmrp Edition , £ 1 

London Street Arabs. By Mrs. B. M. Stanley (Dokothv Tt mnant). 

• • With Pictures printed on u Tim. 5 s. - ' ’> A 

Master of Ball antral The. By Roiter’i Loup. Sti^Vknson. Illustrated, qwtoti. 
Mechanic^!, The Practical Dictionary of. CTnuiuing 15,000 Diawing^ Four 

"Volv. ais. eadu 





Ol (d L at forwarded post froem application, j j 
“ 189 $r Pnpir, ts. ; doth, as. / 

ttic.Kov* js. ' 

•atea Guide to tha CiothVas. 

1 A. Fyfkk. M,A. Three Vots. 123. each. 


Selections from Cassell tb Company's Publications, 


p um i cm *\*p. By J A M KS Enw ARO. pOH.OC K ) M . D, 1 
JOfcM, Fellow' of the Institute of Actuawwt*, Londoo. 7*. &J, 


OLCP,, and Jamks 

Medici a * , Magn ate tor ft 

M*t»>polit*». YearBook, 

Shoemaker. A 
Uway, The Ofllw _ 

, A Htetory ol BtfC. A. Fyfkf;, M.A. Three Vols. 12s. 

^ History of Jr By Emil Naumank. Edited by the Rev 

Sir F. A. Oork OuspXEV, Bijift. Illustrated. Two Vols. its. 6d. 

National library, 0 a&S*lF 8 ,r In Volumes. Paper Covers, 3d. ; doth, 6& 

(/tf Complete List of the Co fames post free on applu at tort.) 

Natural History, CawelFa Concise, By E. Perceval Wright, M.A., M.D., 

F. f.i'S. With several Hupped Illustrations 7s. iV,,; rox burgh, to.w fid. 

Natural History, UasselFr New. Edited by Pvof. P. Martin Duncan, M.R, 
F.R.S., F.G.S. Complete iri Six Vols. With about 3,000 1 Hustmtions. Cloth, ->*• each. 
Natures Wonder Workers. By Katk R, Lovell. Illustrated. 5s. 

Nwral War, The Irast Great. ByA. Nelson^eaforth. With Maps. 2s, 
wRy, Royal, All About the. Clowes Illustrated, is. 

Nelson, The Life ot fcy Robeu c Southey. Illustrated with Eight Plates. 3s. 6d. 
Nursing for the Horn# and for tha Hospital, A Handbook of. By Cat hr. 

kliwti J, W9OU. Cheap Edit, on, iv. 6d. . doth, is. 

Nursing 01 Bif^ Children, A Handbook for the. r.y Catherine J. Mb -oo 2b. tni 
Orations and^ftor Dinner Speeches. By the Hon. C. ML Dkpew. 7s Gd. 
iGipr OWti Country. Six Vols. With r.aoo Ulustr.i lions. Cloth, 7s. 6d. each. 
Wtetolus Prime. A Novel. By Ai.iiion W, TourgRk. 5s. 

Painting, The English School* of. Bv Ek nest (.'hksnV.au, T mo ‘dated by 
L. N. T jo.KwrNO < on. With an in trodimimn hy Professor 5s, 

Paxton* Flower Garden. With 100 Co'outcd Plates. 'rice on application.) 
People I*Vft Smiled With. Kec'dlections oi a M**rry Eitlh* 1 Jife. By Marshall 
P WiUjKP. i-s. 

Peoples of the World, The. By Dr, Koijeki Brown. Complete in Siv Volutin* 1 ; 

Well lll'.jstiauouv tb. 6d. each. & 

Phantom City, The. By W. Wwstaii. 5s. 

Phillips, Watts. Artist and Playwright lb Miss E VV a'j i 0 Phillips, Wuh 
Plates. 1 o-. 6d. 

Photography for Amatoura By I. C. Eei-worth. lliustMied. is. , or cloth, is. 6d. 
Phrase and Fable, Dictionary of? IV the Rev, Dr. Bkewkk. Cheap Edition. 

Mrtl.tvjai, cloth, 3s. 6d. ; or wilhltwitin,, luck, 4s. 6d. 

Picturesque America. * Complete in Fogr Vols,, wuh 38 Exquisite Steel PHtcs, 
ant! about 800 Orimmal Wood Kug ravin) is. £ a 91, each 
Picturesque Australasia, Cassells. With upwards of 1,000 iHustiutious, Com 
plctc m Four Voi, 71.. M. each. ? 

Picturesque Cftiiada. With about <iao Original lilustntttons. Two VoU 

£> yii eaf.li. / 

Picturesque Europe Complctu in hiv^ Vols. Each conn ini ng 13 Exquisite Steel 
Hu."-, from O'Xjphml Ihavi i^s, ami 'nearly stoo Orl^vmtl Illit. tratmng. /, ;ii ; halt* 
!nf)rtxTO f /os. ; rnotocu' gilt, ^5 ; ‘/os. ropular F.ditum. In Five Vols. j8sjggich. 
Pi^tu^Voq .*ti Koditerraneam, The, 'With a Series of Magnificent Illustrauons 
tV.mi rii lt bnal Designs hy ieaduvX Artists of (he <dUv v. Two Vols, Cloth, £2 28 each. 
Pigeon Keeper, The Practical By Lewis VV' right. Illustrated. 3s. Ad, 
Pigeons. The Book ol. By k»/n«irr Fulton. Edited by ifewi , Wright. With 

50 Coloured Plat,i'> and uumerous Wiod EnfU-avim^. -it.*)- 6d. ; h^lf- morocco, £.i as. 

Poems, Aubrey de Vere's. V Selection. Edited hy John Dennis. 3s. ocl. 
Poets, Casoell s Mintature Library of tha«i~ 

Milton. Two Vok. pnlh. ts. oach ; or Both, 
Q ^ili. 'tdg’es, w, 6 * 1 , me yet. 


Burum. Two VoL Cloth, it, cwlii or i 

jifiit oui’t-., -j-, o.l the ' i'i f j 

By ron. 1 ^ V>»K » 'lo: i» . is. eachj or o’nth, 

(fill cslif*!... «s. 6\1 the *et, ! 

Hood l 1 ' 1 " Vol, ijuth, IN. rtich; «>r < loth, i 
ills'- 4 '-* . ' I “■«'.** 


Lonu 1 e, ;■.)•, 1 ... • 1 

1 1 ■ , ■ 4 -»<; l!»r g 

tUiakw 

Political. Questions of 

Neiv and Enlarged Edit 


Two Volii. Clotfi, is. each; or cJnth. 

jrilt etii-09, (Ml. 6d the swt. 

Bhendasi and Gotlninith. * Vols, Cloth, > % 
il.put edtfc;?, its. ftrt tho set 


*. 0 ; or (ioth.j&Ut e<l4fc;t, its. < 

5.. eaci ; ot 1 YVor-.U worth. Tw Vc 3 *. Cloth, rs. ii ; 
1 rt » - -iit. (jUt edj^w, as. 6tl the set. 

Twelve V>>k, hftil rloth, m l;ox, *as‘ 

pay, A Manual of. By Syi nky Buxton, *M,P. 

Papei Ct -vets, is.; or cloth, is. &d. 



Seiectims fn# , 


Polytechnic Series jl^©, T‘mcti,vii iBuntfhu 
SiiuU'uts of the Fofytfechnic Institute, ap4*Vja] 
Forty L«wrn> *w C » r pentry JWV o»k»ht |» 
J*x*ft«»W 0*4 Fi«f '' '" ‘ '* 


Pfce ornli Stu<iuu>, 


Pi&m aii 4 Solid GeH\ftH‘>ry, lactJuitw^ 'tSflnftpWlf* « r ui. 

FkR-Kiwn A|TY <1 *£.•& ,^dk- ■ Aa‘ . {'• #■ 

T*ubmi-«rt (MRU?* *« 1 »r -tt. (X c«JS »-i yP « ‘ "!■«*** (in ■*«*), wo. 54 lh«,su. 

’ '•*. UiwlclUMf doxt»tl!fwatioN Plata*. A .sorlrt 1 # 40 Draviatfi, Rf»yui) boWj sure, c^-h. t 'r 

Portrait. Gallery, Tie Cabinet. AYr// md Second Sent*, r&d* vohtiming 36 

Cabinet Fhotographs of liintAitut Men and W^omen ■ t fhc »iay. W v> * > * 

Sv riches >5*, es*,.h. 

Poultry Keeper. T?w Practical I.kwk W-i.t. fNu.T.afd Ai. 
Poultry, The Book of. % Lfy*s \V .. i«m . * P >/■ Jnr hdt;h » v , 1 -las* ^ -i. i oa od. 
Poultry, The Illiutrated Book of, By Lewis WviGvir. Wuh 1 ‘ifsy Kx<(iiisi?.«' 

Coloured PlSies. ami numeruun Wond Engraving. Pr'd&o F. tit turn *, 'loth, T ;»s. 6L 

Public Libraries, Free. New find Enlarged d Jt/iv. Bv ThwiVJ.o Lkkf-n- 

woou, Author apf M Mutaum? nmi Art GaHeues. lib-H-wt. ,’ M. 

Queen Summer; or, The Tourney of th» Lily and the Boss. 

1‘oitiravnd by Walter Crank. With *0 patfes iu Colours 6 r. 

Jitldi/m, vjs., «fb 

Qwneu Victoria, The Life and Tlmea UP. Bv 

■3 Vois Vi r itL num'*>, '.1 j •/.. <«.* it. 

Rabbit-Keeper. Tb*. Practical Bv t tjwu ox, os. iliustCued ^ (y\. 

Railway- Library, CaayeiLa * .t-wn Kvo, hoards, as. each. 


Penned and 

L.\re< Paper 

Rv kouKvr Wiison. comjrL^ift 


The- itatO'dDhB.g >? Tro.v 1'oven. 

a- u 

The A.Sniir.ii)'/ l>M\y T'hiC < i-huux fly 
Fmnk B.urci 

Oo lum* lorfi ,lut»h. h, < ’. M ,v,v >. 


Full* • «» 

Ciym 

’i'b*' Wa vv.’i 

By "K i,--:* **/•; 
'rv i*. u,k ( 1 

St. h. H.v- - 
fj vtdf: I' is*tr- , 
cotm.-, ' 
Ben ’ ^ * ’ 1 *> » 
a ■ ; > ■ - . ■ ?- ■ 

t.iphi’i. ".a; 


V,y > 


7 -e-' 


• V ,!,':• 


vr> <// 
by 


■* ttuir Gordon, X 
ki'j^stM ( H»ri ■ 

T)v^ JJiHmoirf T 

l?y W, C it ; .. 

AnotjkejC'H C, iui 
Tim V'/i-i of v 
l.uWa. 

V*h) oii» Johu U .bo ». -i ‘ Kv ' . 1 
Th r * Vutfiry ly oL 
L. MwJey. 

An AmenoiUi Pchniur,. il 

rJin^nr-. 

b**u ,Vn'- , The jt ' . , t ’ t,- tii 
I lit i-i ; r ' ir no. 

I'jtr'i i;rnwu lHoc<> Sot f< W U 
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